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April 24 – April 28, 2006
Seminars
Tuesday, April 25, Heidi Nepf, Associate Professor of Civil and Environmental Engineering, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, MA, “Flow through Aquatic Vegetation”, Room 5B-227, 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday, April 26, David Applegate, USGS, “The Centennial of the 1906 San Francisco Earthquake and Prospects for the Next One”, JW Powell Auditorium, Cosmos Club, 2170 Florida Ave., NW, 7:30 p.m.
Upcoming Seminars
Wednesday, May 3, Rama K. Kotra, Office of the Associate Director for Geology, “USGS Mendenhall Postdoctoral Research Fellowship Program: Update and Plans for FY-08”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.
NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series

Friday, April 28, Jurate M. Landwehr, NRP, BRR/ER, “Hydrologic Studies and International Alphabet Soup”, Room 5A-137, 12:00 p.m.

Notices
Delegation of Authority:  Pierre Glynn will be out of the office on travel this week, returning on Friday, April 28.  Harry Jenter will be Acting Branch Chief in his absence.  Also, Matt Larsen will be out of the office on travel on Wednesday, April 26, so Harry Jenter also will be Acting Chief Scientist for Hydrology on that day.

Welcome to Russell Gray:  We’re glad to have Russell join the BRR/ER staff.  Russell will work this summer as a Hydrologic Technician for Cliff Hupp and his project. Russell just completed his freshman year at George Mason University. He will be located in the Tree Ring Lab and can be reached at x 5208. He will being work this Friday 28th.  Please stop by to say hello.

Sam Luoma Paper one of “Year’s Best” in ES&T:  A paper by BRR/WR's Sam Luoma and his colleague Phil Rainbow was judged one of the best papers of 2005 in the influential journal Environmental Science and Technology (ES&T).  For an overview of ES&T's best papers, see http://pubs.acs.org/journals/esthag/promo/top_papers/top2005.html.  For a good description of Sam's paper (Why is metal bioaccumulation so variable?...) and its importance, see http://pubs.acs.org/subscribe/journals/esthag-w/2006/mar/science/an_luoma.html.  Congratulations, Sam!

Cathy Hill to Receive DSA:  Our Northeast Region colleague, Cathy Hill, Regional Hydrologist will receive a Distinguished Service Award from the Department of the Interior.  Cathy will receive her award from the Secretary of the Interior on May 4 at 1:00 p.m. in the Main Interior Building downtown.  Congratulations, Cathy!
George Leavesly to Receive DSA:  Our BRR/CR colleague George Leavesley has been selected for the Department of the Interior’s Distinguished Service Award (DSA).  His DSA will be presented by the Secretary of the Interior at the 63rd Departmental Honor Awards Convocation at 1:00 PM on May 4 in the Main Interior Building, Washington, D.C.  Congratulations, George!
WebEx Seminar on MODFLOW-2005:  The Office of Ground Water and the National Research Program are co-sponsoring WebEx seminars on MODFLOW-2005 and the new Local Grid Refinement (LGR) capability now available in MODFLOW-2005.   The seminar will be led by Arlen Harbaugh (MODFLOW-2005) and Steffen Mehl (LGR), and will be offered for the second and final time on April 25.  The seminar will start at noon PST and last about one hour.  It is intended for personnel who know how to use prior versions of MODFLOW.  Use the following information to connect to the seminar:  Event -- MODFLOW-2005 and LGR; Date and time -- Tuesday, April 25, 2006, 3:00-4:00 PM Eastern Daylight Time; WebEx URL -- https://usgs.webex.com.   After connecting to this site, find the meeting in the Browse Meetings page and click on the "Join Now" link.   Telephone Dial-in information -- Telephone number 605-990-0100, access code 544599#.  It is suggested you set up and test USGS WebEx on your computer prior to the cyberseminar.  Click on this link to set up WebEx prior to the meeting:  https://usgs.webex.com/.   There will not be any video or flash files used.  See your IT specialist regarding any problems.  Documentation for MODFLOW-2005 (http://pubs.usgs.gov/tm/2005/tm6A16/) and LGR (http://pubs.usgs.gov/tm/2005/tm6a12/) is available for more information.  

NSF Geomorphology Solicitation:  The National Science Foundation (NSF) Geomorphology and Land-Use Dynamics Program now has its own solicitation, NSF 06-564 (http://www.nsf.gov/publications/pub_summ.jsp?ods_key=nsf06564).  The submission deadlines are July 16 and January 16.  These submission dates are now deadlines, rather than target dates.  

Other Water Resources Job Opportunities:  The Natural Heritage Institute (http://www.n-h-i.org) is seeking to hire a full-time senior project associate to restore aquatic ecosystems, domestically and globally.  This position can be in either their San Francisco or Sacramento offices. 

Mendenhall Postdoctoral Program:  The USGS Geology Discipline's Mendenhall Program provides an opportunity for postdoctoral fellows to conduct concentrated research in association with USGS professional staff, often as a final element to their formal career preparation.  The recruitment cycle for the FY08 Mendenhall Postdoctoral Research Fellowship Program is now underway.  Under the Mendenhall Program, the Geologic Discipline endeavors to foster a certain amount of interdisciplinary research.  They invite other USGS scientists to consider collaborating with Geologic Discipline scientists to submit proposed FY08 postdoc projects.  The deadline for submitting proposals is COB Monday, May 15.  If you have any questions regarding submittal of proposed research project descriptions or about the Mendenhall Program in general, please contact Rama Kotra (rkotra@usgs.gov, 703-648-6271).  The program's website is http://geology.usgs.gov/postdoc.
Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:

· Supervisory Hydrologist GS-12, Chief, Coram Office, New York Water Science Center, Coram, NY.  The announcement number is ER-2006-0157 and the position closes on May 5.
· Research Oceanographer
GS-12, Staff Oceanographer, Florida Integrated Science Center, St. Petersburg, FL.  The announcement number is ER-S-2006-0053 and the position closes on May 15.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees 
serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with 
Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the 
Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under 
the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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