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April 17 – April 21, 2006
Seminars
Wednesday, April 19, Chief Hydrologist’s Seminar, Mike Meyer, USGS Research Geochemist, Organic Geochemistry Research Laboratory, “Transport of antibiotics and pharmaceuticals in surface and ground water from urban and agricultural sources”, Visitors Center, 1:30 p.m.
Friday, April 21, Howard W. Mielke, Ph.D., Professor, College of Pharmacy, Xavier University of Louisiana Tulane/Xavier Center for Bioenvironmental Research Tulane University, “Urban Geochemistry and Health: A 30 year research odyssey”, Room 5A-217, 2:00 p.m.
Upcoming Seminars
Tuesday, April 25, Heidi Nepf, Associate Professor of Civil and Environmental Engineering, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, MA, “Flow through Aquatic Vegetation”, Room 5B-227, 10:30 a.m.
Notices
All Hands Meeting:  Please be reminded that a BRR/ER All Hands Meeting with Pierre Glynn, Branch Chief, will be held on Wednesday, May 3 at 10:00 a.m. in the Visitors Center.
WRD Research Seminar:  Hedeff Essaid of USGS/Menlo Park will talk about “Using Temperature Measurements to Estimate Streambed Fluxes in Several Agricultural Watersheds” at 12:00 noon (PT) on Thursday, April 20, 2006.  This seminar will be videostreamed.  For instructions on viewing streamed seminars, see http://wwwrcamnl.wr.usgs.gov/wrdseminar.
2006 Abel Wolman Distinguished Lecture:  You are cordially invited to attend the 14th Abel Wolman Distinguished Lecture featuring New York Times best-selling author John M. Barry. As a part-time resident of New Orleans, Barry will reflect on his considerable unique knowledge and illuminate on the present and future of the Gulf coast region. The lecture entitled “Hydrology, Politics, and Katrina: Looking Backward, Going Forward” will take place in the Auditorium of the National Academies, 2101 Constitution Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C., on Wednesday, May 3rd , from 4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. There will be a reception following the lecture. Please RSVP to Anita Hall at 202-334-3422 or ahall@nas.edu.
Free Boat Trailer:  Nancy Rybicki is giving away a slightly aged boat trailer that is still in good working condition. This boat trailer would be great for someone else in the division or USGS to use.  It is located in lot Q at the National Center.  If you are interested in the item, please contact Nancy Rybiki at x5728.

Additional Computer Advice Available via USGS E-mail Groups:  There are a number of USGS e-mail groups to which you can send requests for assistance with specific computer-related issues.   These groups can be used in addition to the IT Help Desk [GS_Help_Desk@usgs.gov, (703) 648-HELP].  The groups are often monitored by computer support staff and knowledgeable users with specific expertise in the focus topic of the e-mail group.  Some of the available groups are:


GS Help Acrobat

GS Help FTP


GS Help GIS


GS Help Illustrator

GS Help Indesign

GS Help Lotus


GS Help MS Office

GS Help Oracle

GS Help Quicktime


GS Help SAS


GS Help Scanning

GS Help Software


GS Help Travel Manager
GS Help Trip Manager
GS Help VPN

A full list of group names can be found in the USGS Lotus Notes address book by searching for listings beginning with "GS Help ".
Federal Express Shipments:  All Federal Express costs should be charged directly to project accounts.  In block 2 ("Your Internal Billing Reference") of the FEDEX airbill, please insert your cost center (4555) and account number (5 digits).  Example:  4555-12345.  Please contact your project assistant if you need assistance, or Melissa or Barbara with questions. Thanks for your help and cooperation.

Why Pay More?  We Are Tax Exempt for Lodging and Rental Cars:  Did you know that in many cases, we don't have to pay tax for lodging or rental cars? Many lodging establishments and rental car companies will honor the government tax-exempt status if you ask for it.  To save your project's scarce science funds, you can do the following:

When booking lodging or rental cars, ask the vendor to explain their tax-exemption procedures.

When booking with Carlson-Wagonlit, ask them to attach a note to the hotel/car rental company regarding government tax exemption.

Before leaving on your trip, get a tax-exemption form from your project assistant or from the link under Financial Management at: http://wwwrcamnl.wr.usgs.gov/uo/admin.html.

When checking-in at the hotel or picking-up a rental car, remind the clerk about the government's tax-exempt status and present the tax exemption form.

When checking-out of the hotel or returning a rental car, verify that your charges contain no taxes and ask the clerk to remove them if the tax charges are there.

Note that not all counties allow the tax exemption. Rules vary by locality, but if you don't ask for it, you won't get it. (All other purchases made with the government credit card are tax exempt.)
Foreign Travel Weekly Update:  The International Programs Office is experiencing decreasing compliance by employees in many USGS procedures for foreign travel clearance and for entering into international agreements. Please remember that these procedures are dictated often by requirements of DOI and DOS.   In March and April, our newsletter will carry a series of detailed reminders on various foreign travel procedures. More detailed information on procedures for international activities always can be found in the USGS Foreign Travel Guideline at the following USGS internal website: http://international.usgs.gov/usgs/travel/user_guide/index.html.
· Mandatory State Department Security Training:  The Department of State (DOS) now requires the completion of DOS-approved overseas security training for U.S. Government employees seeking clearance for official foreign travel (TDY) for more than 30 consecutive days.  Any USGS employee anticipating official foreign travel in excess of 30 days should contact the Bureau Support Unit at least 90 days prior to the travel date for information on registering for the required security training.

· Medical Clearance for International Travel:  The Department of State (DOS) pre-departure medical clearance is required for all employees on Temporary Duty (TDY) international travel for a period of 60 days or more.  Any medical examinations required by DOS for medical clearance should be performed at least 90 days prior to the employee’s departure date.

Job Opportunities Elsewhere in the USGS:

· Research Geologist GS-12, Staff Geologist, Western Region Earth Surface Processes Team, Menlo Park, CA.  The announcement number is WR-2006-0270 and the position closes on April 20.
· Supervisory Hydrologist GS-13, Chief, General Hydrologic Studies Section, Oregon Water Science Center, Portland OR.  The announcement number is WR-2006-0136 and the position closes on April 21.
· Physical Scientist
GS-14/15, Assistant Program Coordinator, Terrestrial, Freshwater and Marine Ecosystems Program and Coordinator, USGS Fire Science Activities, Office of the Chief Biologist, Reston, VA.  The announcement number is HQ-2006-0115 and the position closes on April 21.
· Supervisory Hydrologist GS-12, Chief, Coram Office, New York Water Science Center, Coram, NY.  The announcement number is ER-2006-0157 and the position closes on May 5.
· Research Oceanographer
GS-12, Staff Oceanographer, Florida Integrated Science Center, St. Petersburg, FL.  The announcement number is ER-S-2006-0053 and the position closes on May 15.

Websites for Finding Jobs:  The USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ is an excellent resource for searching and applying for jobs throughout the USGS. OARS allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new job opportunities.
********************************

Multiple Vacancy Numbers: Please be aware that many of the jobs listed above have multiple vacancy numbers depending on the status of the position, although only one vacancy number is published here, typically.  It is vital that you apply to the correct vacancy number based on your status as defined below.  Failure to select the proper vacancy number may cause you to be eliminated for consideration for that position.


Internal Positions:  Open to USGS employees serving on permanent competitive service appointments or to USGS employees 
serving under certain noncompetitive special appointing authorities. 


Public Status Positions:  Unless otherwise stated on the vacancy announcement, open to current or former Federal employees with 
Federal competitive employment status obtained through a current or former permanent competitive service appointment with the 
Federal government or to individuals with eligibility for noncompetitive special appointing authority or to Veterans eligible under 
the Veterans Employment Opportunity Act of 1998.


Public Non-Status Positions:  Open to all qualified candidates, including Federal employees.
New Publications from BRR/ER
Coplen, T.B., Brand, W.A., Gehre, M., Gröning, M., Meijer, H.A.J., Toman, B., and Verkouteren, R.M., 2006, New Guidelines for δ13C Measurements, Analytical Chemistry, v. 78, p. 2439-2441, Click Here for Abstract
Gellis, A.C. and Landwehr, J.M., 2006, Identifying sources of fine-grained suspended-sediment in the Pocomoke River, an Eastern Shore tributary to the Chesapeake Bay, in Proceedings of the Joint Federal Interagency Conference 2006, 8th Federal Interagency Sedimentation Conference, April 2-6, 2006, Reno, NV, Paper 5C-1 in CD_ROM file ISBN 0-9779007-1-1.
New Publications from BRR/CR
Murphy, S.F., 2006, State of the watershed: Water quality of Boulder Creek, Colorado: U.S. Geological Survey Circular 1284, 34 p.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
Website for Finding Grants:  The website www.grants.gov is an excellent resource for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  This site allows you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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