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Seminars
Wednesday, September 21, David Krabbenhoft, Research Hydrologist, Wisconsin Water Science Center, “A National-Scale Mapping Assessment of Mercury Sensitivity across the US and, Continental Margins: Are They Areas of Enhanced Concern for Mercury Deposition?”, Room 5A-217, 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday, September 21, Steffen Mehl, Branch of Regional Research, Boulder, Colorado, “Ground-Water Modeling Using Locally Refined Grids in MODFLOW -- Addressing Some Problems of Scale”, Room 5B-227, 2:00 p.m.

Thursday, September 22, Dave Stonestrom, USGS, Menlo Park, “Assessing Ground-Water Recharge in Arid and Semi-Arid Regions”, Videostreamed, 1:00 p.m., For instructions on viewing streamed seminars, see <http://wwwrcamnl.wr.usgs.gov/wrdseminar>.
Notices
Delegation of Authority for Acting Chief Scientist and Acting Branch Chief:  Matt Larsen will be out of the office until September 29.   Pierre Glynn will serve as Acting Chief Scientist from Sunday, September 18 -  Wednesday, September 28, except as follows:   Harry Jenter will serve as Acting Chief Scientist and Acting Branch Chief from Friday, September 23 through Monday, September 26, as Pierre Glynn will be out of the office on travel during that time.
Venture Capital Fund Call for Proposals - The Venture Capital Fund supports cross-bureau research on issues that are a high priority for the Director. The objectives are to support the use of diverse scientific data from multiple capabilities and to provide new insights to address complex issues; to apply established science tools and techniques to unique and challenging questions; and to foster opportunities to conduct and report collaborative research increase the impact of USGS science. Acting Director Lahey announces that $1 million will be available in FY2006 from the Venture Capital Fund to support interdisciplinary teams of scientists to address natural hazard issues. He is designating:
· $500,000 to underwrite tasks that address saving lives and property through risk mitigation

· $500,000 to fund interdisciplinary research dealing with the impact of catastrophic coastal processes on coastal ecosystems 

These science-impact-oriented projects will be determined competitively and can extend up to 2 years.  Science funding priorities, project size, and proposal procedures are outlined on the Venture Capital Fund website: http://internal.usgs.gov/director/research_fund/index.html.  It is intended that these funds will lead to interactions that enhance the value of USGS science to the Nation. Please send proposals by e-mail to Suzanne Weedman (sweedman@usgs.gov) by October 14, 2005.
USGS Workshop on Limnological Modeling:  The Idaho Water Science Center will host the subject workshop in Boise, Idaho on November 1-3, 2005.  The workshop will provide a forum for experienced developers and users of limnological models to identify research needs and to establish collaborative groups to address them.  It also will provide advanced training for other interested scientists who may become the next generation of USGS leaders in limnology.  The workshop will feature keynote talks on five major issues in limnology.  Each talk will be followed by facilitated discussion to explore the capabilities and limitations of limnological models; discuss data requirements for calibration and testing; identify tools and strategies for data collection; and identify priorities for research and future development of model codes.  The workshop is intended to advance the science of limnology within USGS.  However, some space also will be available for non-USGS attendees.  There is no registration fee for the workshop, but attendees will be responsible for their own travel expenses.  Hotel information will be provided shortly.  USGS employees may access information about the workshop on the intranet at http://wr.water.usgs.gov/uo/wqs/Limnology/Index.html.  The registration deadline is Wednesday, October 5, 2005.  Questions regarding the workshop should be directed to the meeting organizers, Paul Woods at (208) 387-1353 pfwoods@usgs.gov and Jim Eychaner at (916) 278-9555 jeychaner@usgs.gov.

Water Quality Monitoring Award Nominations Requested:  The National Water Quality Monitoring Council is soliciting nominations for the 2006 Elizabeth Jester Fellows Award to be presented at the Fifth National Monitoring Conference (May 7-11) in San José, California.  Established in tribute to and in memory of Elizabeth Fellows (1944-2000), the award recognizes an individual for their outstanding achievement, exemplary service, and distinguished leadership in the field of water quality monitoring.  Visit http://www.tetratech-ffx.com/nwqmc06/award.cfm to learn more about Elizabeth, the award’s criteria, and past recipients. Please note that current NWQMC members are ineligible for this award.  The award nomination deadline has been extended to October 14, 2005.
Increased POV Mileage Reimbursement Rates:  GSA has announced the following increases to POV Mileage Reimbursement Rates.  All other mileage rates remain unchanged.  The Departmental Financial Administration Memoranda concerning this topic are 2005-11 and 2005-13.  Please refer to these documents and call the Travel Hotline at 703-648-7614, if you have questions. The rate changes, effective September 1, 2005, are as follows:
Airplane:  
· $1.07 per mile

Automobile: 

· 48.5 cents per mile (if no Government Owned Vehicle available)
· 28.5 cents per mile (if Government Owned Vehicle available)

· 10.5 cents per mile (if committed to use Government Owned Vehicle)

Motorcycle:  
· 30.5 cents per mile

Regulations for the Procurement of Aviation Services - There have been several recent violations of the regulations governing the procurement of aviation services for project activities.  Accordingly, the bureau has issued the following reminder.

The Department Manual stipulates that all flight services must be acquired through the Aviation Management Division (AMD) of the National Business Center.  The AMD is the former Office of Aircraft Services (OAS).  There are three exceptions to this rule:

· Seat fares on scheduled air carriers (e.g., Delta, United, etc.).

· Cargo shipments, as long as the Government does not have control of the aircraft, no Department of the Interior (DOI) personnel are aboard, and 
the aircraft is operated according to applicable Federal Aviation Regulations.

· End product contracts, i.e., the purchase of a product or service, provided that the government does not have operational control of the aircraft, no DOI personnel are aboard, and the use of aircraft is not stipulated in the contract.  An example would be the purchase of geophysical data.  This determination can be complicated and it is recommended that all end product contracts be routed through AMD for confirmation.

All other flight services must be acquired through AMD in one of two ways:

· Flight services totaling less than $25,000 can be acquired using the Aircraft Rental Agreement.  Vendors and aircraft under this procurement system are listed in the Aircraft and Vendor Source List on the AMD website:  http://www.oas.gov.  Services cannot be separately invoiced for the purpose of avoiding the $25,000 limit.  This is an absolute limit imposed by the warrant authority of the contracting officer.  If there is any possibility of exceeding $25,000, then contact AMD directly for the procurement.

· Flight services totaling $25,000 or more must be acquired through AMD.  Contact the servicing Area Office listed on http://www.oas.gov.

Government credit cards cannot be used for procurement of aircraft for project activities.  Government Transportation Requests or other procurement documents are similarly disallowed.  

The DOI requirements also stipulate that all personnel using aircraft for mission operations and their supervisors must meet aviation training requirements commensurate with the mission (see DOI Aviation Management Operational Procedures Memorandum 05-04, which can be downloaded from:   http://www.oas.gov/library/opm/05-04.PDF.  Online training is available at: http://iat.nifc.gov/.  Supervisors are responsible for ensuring that all personnel meet the training requirements.

Additional information can be found at the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) Aviation website: http://internal.usgs.gov/ops/safetynet/aviat1.html or by contacting the member of the USGS Aviation Advisory Committee from your region:

Alaska
Tom Light
tlight@usgs.gov
907-786-7431

Central Region
David Johncox
djohncox@usgs.gov
303-236-9171

Eastern Region
Larry Gough
lgough@usgs.gov
703-648-4404

Western Region
Bobbie Myers
bmyers@usgs.gov
360-993-8940

Nominations for DOI and USGS Professional Safety Awards:  Safety awards recognize safety, health, and environmental program contributions that benefit the Department and the USGS.  Nominations are now being accepted for the following awards: 

a. DOI Professional Safety Award of Merit  

b. DOI Professional Service Award 

c. USGS Individual Safety, Health, and Environmental Achievement Award 

d. USGS Organizational Safety, Health, and Environmental Achievement Award 

e. USGS Safety, Health or Environmental Champion Award.   

Nomination forms and criteria can be obtained from Harry Jenter, hjenter@usgs.gov.  Nominations need to be approved by Pierre Glynn before being submitted electronically to the Regional Safety Manager for the next step in the nomination process.  Please submit your nominations to Pierre Glynn, pglynn@usgs.gov, no later than Tuesday, November 15, 2005:  Questions regarding the awards or the nomination process should be directed to Bill Miller, Bureau Safety, Health, and Environmental Program Manager, wrmiller@usgs.gov or 703-648-7552.
New Water Science Website from U.S. National Academies:  The U.S. National Academies is pleased to announce the launch of its Water Information Center, a portal of more than 100 peer-reviewed reports from the National Academies on water-related issues. The website (http://water.nationalacademies.org) aims to assist the work of water scientists, engineers, managers, policy-makers, and students throughout the world. These reports represent independent and objective consensus among experts from academia, industry, and other entities.  All of the reports can be read for free on-line, and summaries are freely downloadable as PDFs.
Extra Reprints Available from Elizabeth Jones’ Brown Bag Seminar:  These extra reprints can be picked up at the Branch Office, 5B-221.
New Internal Web Site for All USGS Hurricane Katrina-Related Information:  Please visit the USGS Intranet Homepage and click the hurricane icon link above the "Message from the Director" to reach this new site.  Be certain to read the inspirational and riveting account of Greg Smith, Director of the National Wetlands Research Center in Lafayette, Louisiana, at http://internal.usgs.gov/features/katrina/gregsmith.html.

10th Annual Talent Within Art Show:  Entries will be accepted from September 19 – 29, 2005 and the event will be held this October.  All USGS employees, their immediate families, contractors and retirees are welcome to enter.  A special section will be devoted to children’s artwork.  Most types of arts and crafts projects will be accepted, including carvings, ceramics, digital art, needlework, paintings, paper crafts, sculptures, woodworking and others.  There is a $3.00 optional registration fee per artist, and an artists’ reception.  For more information or to submit an entry, please contract Carleen Kostick (x7794), Maria Arguelles (x 7990) or Joyce Ober (x 7717).
New Publications from BRR/WR
McDonald, I.R., Kampfer, P., Topp, E., Warner, K.L., Cox, M.J., Hancock, T.L.C., Miller, L.G., Larkin, M.J., Ducrocq, V., Coulter, C., Harper, D.B., Murrell, J.C., and Oremland, R.S., 2005, Aminobacter ciceronei sp. nov. and Aminobacter lissarensis sp. nov., isolated from various terrestrial environments,  International Journal of Systematic and Evolutionary Microbiology, v. 55, p. 1,827-1,832, Click Here for Abstract
Other Newly Available USGS Publications

Marella, R.L. and Berndt, M.P., 2005, Water Withdrawals and Trends from the Floridan Aquifer System in the Southeastern United States, 1950-2000, U.S. Geological Survey Circular 1278, 24 p., Click Here for Circular
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
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