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Seminars
Wednesday, September 14, Jason Pither, Ph.D., USGS Postdoctoral Research Associate, University of Arizona - Tucson, AZ, “On the Geography of Species – The Role of Environmental Factors”, Room 5B-227, 11:30 a.m.
Thursday, September 15, Laurel G. Larsen, Civil and Environmental Engineering, University of Colorado-Boulder, “A Model of Hydrodynamic Feedbacks Involved in Pattern Maintenance in the Ridge and Slough Landscape, Florida Everglades”, Room 5B-227, 2:00 p.m.
NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series

Thursday, September 14, Elizabeth Jones, NRP, BRR/ER, “Microbiology – Nudging “Science” to unravel the mysteries of Nature”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m.
Notices
Requests for International Meetings Travel for 2nd Quarter of FY 2006 due by September 15:  All WRD employees who propose to travel to attend international professional and scientific meetings during the 2nd Quarter of FY 2006 (January, February, and March of 2006) must submit a request for approval by Thursday, September 15, 2005.   This request includes proposed attendance at international meetings, seminars, conferences and workshops, except those taking place in Canada.  International meetings involving fieldwork and meetings involving research/projects do not need to be included.  However, briefings to international organizations (e.g., United Nations organizations) relating to projects should be included.  Please e-mail your request, through supervisory channels, to Verne R Schneider (vrschnei@usgs.gov) and Marty Marques (mmarques@usgs.gov).  The following information should be included in all submissions made for USGS water employees: 

· Name of traveler

· Name of meeting, symposia, conference, workshop, etc.

· Dates of meeting, conference, symposia, or workshop

· Dates of travel including date of departure and date of return

· Location(s) of proposed travel - including city and country

· Please provide a few concise sentences explaining the purpose and objective of trip, the role of traveler, benefits to the USGS, and consequences if travel does not occur. Please provide the title of presentations, papers, abstracts or posters

· Will an organization other than the USGS pay part of the cost?
· YES_____    NO______
· If YES, provide the name of the organization/donor:
· Type of donor contribution:
· Salary:  $
· Per Diem:  $
· Transportation:  $
· Other:  $
Change of Deadline for Processing and Accrual of Awards:  Please be advised that awards signed and delivered to HR not later than September 16, 2005 will be processed for pay period 20 in FY 2005.  Awards signed and delivered to HR after September 16th, 2005 will be processed for pay period 21 in FY 2006.  This is a change from the current due date of September 7th, 2005 as currently shown in the Financial Operating Schedule.

Paying for 1st Quarter FY06 Training with FY 05 Dollars:  This is a reminder that you have the option to use FY 2005 dollars to pay for courses scheduled in first quarter, FY 2006.  The option outlined below applies to courses scheduled by OED that are conducted at the National Training Center or other locations, and to USGS/OED-sponsored courses provided by contracted vendors.  This flexibility may be used also to pay for external courses that are outside the auspices of OED, but those arrangements would need to be made directly with the vendor.  The flexibility does not extend to courses scheduled after the first quarter of the FY (whether for internal OED-sponsored courses or external courses).  If you are interested in taking advantage of this payment flexibility for USGS/OED-sponsored courses, please review the First Quarter FY 2006 schedule of courses and tuition rates at http://training.usgs.gov/ntc/courses/Course_Info/class_schedule.cfm?f_year=2006&b_year=2005.  This website is updated as courses are scheduled.  
The process of using FY 2005 dollars to fund training scheduled in the first quarter, FY 2006, must be completed by September 16, 2005.  This completion date is necessary to meet close-out requirements.  All courses will be billed at the announced tuition rate and the courses must be completed by December 31, 2006.  Payments will be accepted only for USGS courses scheduled and announced by OED.  The process is as follows:

· Supervisor selects first quarter course(s) and participant(s).

· An SF 182 Training Authorization is completed and approved in the Training Management System (TMS) for each person projected attending a class in the first quarter.

· After completing the SF 182 in the TMS, the name(s) of the course and the participant(s) who are using the advance payment option must be sent via e-mail to Ms. Staci Unruh at sdunruh@usgs.gov.  Ms. Unruh will process payment information through the TMS.
Please contact Ms. Unruh at sdunruh@usgs.gov or (303) 445-4667 if you have any questions about this payment flexibility for first quarter courses.  For specific course information, please go to our website listed above, or contact Gloria Armstrong at gjarmstr@usgs.gov or (303) 445-4676.  To request specific classes, contact Sandy Bruner at 703-648-5764 or Pam Marsters at 703-648-6704.
American Institute for Hydrology Coastal Hydrology and Water Quality Conference:  An international conference, hosted by AIH and entitled "Challenges in Coastal Hydrology and Water Quality,” will be held on May 21-24, 2006 in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  The conference addresses issues in all fields relating to coastal hydrology, hydraulics, coastal erosion, and wetland restorations.  A brochure with more information can be read at http://hydrology.lsu.edu/AIH_2006_Brochure.pdf.  The deadline for submitting abstracts for the conference is October 15, 2005.
BRR/WR Videostreamed-Seminars Archive - BRR/WR is videostreaming and archiving about 70 seminars/year at the USGS Menlo Park facility, including all of the Public Lectures (~10/year), Western Region Colloquia (~10/year) and Earthquake Hazards Seminars (~40/year), as well as selected WRD Research Seminars (~10/year).  The archived seminars can be accessed at your own desk and at your convenience.  The websites are:

· WRD Seminar archives -- http://wwwrcamnl.wr.usgs.gov/wrdseminar/pastseminarsonvideo.htm
· WR Colloquium archives -- http://wwwrcamnl.wr.usgs.gov/wrc/videos.htm
· Public Lecture archives -- http://online.wr.usgs.gov/calendar/2005.html
· Earthquake Hazards seminar archives -- http://quake.usgs.gov/resources/seminars.php?show=2005_archives
Western Region NRP Soliciting Requests for Videostreaming Seminars:  BRR/WR is again planning to videostream some of their weekly seminars from Menlo Park.  Their seminar coordinators have put together a great Fall schedule -- please see http://wwwrcamnl.wr.usgs.gov/wrdseminar. From this schedule, they plan to stream roughly one seminar per month.  Please help them to select which seminars to stream.  Have a look at the seminar website, and let them know which talks would be of most interest to you.  They will stream those that are most requested.  Requests for streaming can be sent to Steve Ingebritsen at seingebr@usgs.gov.
Hurricane Katrina Websites:  The following websites are related to Hurricane Katrina and may be of interest:

· GIS information at http://arcweb.esri.com/sc/hurricane_viewer/index.html
· USGS National Wetlands Research Center in Lafayette, Louisiana Hurricane Katrina page at http://www.nwrc.usgs.gov/hurricane/katrina.htm
· USGS Hurricane Katrina Impact Studies at http://coastal.er.usgs.gov/hurricanes/katrina/
University of Texas Marine Science Institute Coordinates Hurricane Katrina Assistance for Researchers and Students:  Many marine labs around the country are offering to help researchers affected or displaced by Hurricane Katrina.  USMSI has collated their offers to better distribute the information.  The coordination website is http://www.utmsi.utexas.edu/outreach/katrina.asp.
Upcoming Deadlines

Mandatory Training – Discrimination and Whistleblowing in the Workplace: As the September 30, 2005 deadline approaches for mandatory on-line training, we thought it might prove beneficial and more stimulating to take the on-line training in a group setting.   Projects might have a good bonding experience with this method!   To facilitate this training, BRR/ER has arranged for use of a computer training room, 5B126, for the following dates

Thursday, September 15
10:00 a.m.
2 slots open (Pierre's bringing donuts for this one)

Thursday, September 15
1:30 p.m.
7 slots open

Friday, September 16
1:30 p.m.
7 slots open

Please sign up through Barbara in the Branch Office (x5993), if you are interested.

If you prefer to take the training in the quiet, peaceful, serenity of your own office, training can be accessed, either on-line at http://www.doiu.nbc.gov/nofear or by CD-ROM, available from Harry Jenter. We have heard the CD-ROM version works very well, but if you elect to complete the course using the CD-ROM, you must document completion in the USGS Training Management System (TMS) to receive credit.
Other Newly Available USGS Publications

Wiele, S., and Torizzo, M., 2005, Modelling of sand deposition in archeaologically significant reaches of the Colorado River in Grand Canyon, USA in Bates, P.D., Lane, S.N., and Ferguson, R.I., eds., Computational Fluid Dynamics -- Applications in Environmental Hydraulics:  New York, John Wiley and Sons, p. 357-394.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
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