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Seminars

Wednesday, September 7, Jonathan Stock, Mendenhall Fellow, Western Earth Surfaces Processes Team, USGS, Menlo Park, CA, “The Problem of Alluvial Fan Slopes”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.
Upcoming Seminars

Thursday, September 15, Laurel G. Larsen, Civil and Environmental Engineering, University of Colorado-Boulder, “A Model of Hydrodynamic Feedbacks Involved in Pattern Maintenance in the Ridge and Slough Landscape, Florida Everglades”, Room 5B-227, 2:00 p.m.
Notices
End of Fiscal Year Reminders from our Administrative Group:

· Bankcard Purchases:  The deadline for bankcard purchases is Monday, September 19.  See Melissa for emergency purchases after September 19.

· Project Chiefs:  Please be reminded that you, as certifiers, should review timecards closely to ensure that employees’ hours are charged to the correct accounts and accurately reflect hours worked.
· Cash Awards:  The deadline for processing final cash awards and Physical Fitness program reimbursements is tomorrow, Wednesday, September 7.

NOAA EcoFore Funding Opportunities - The EcoFore Program of the National Centers for Coastal Ocean Sciences/Center for Sponsored Coastal Ocean Research/Coastal Ocean Program (NCCOS/CSCOR/COP), National Ocean Service (NOS), National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), Department of Commerce is soliciting proposals for projects for the development of new ecological forecasting capabilities and the transition of existing ecological forecasts to operational status. These ecological forecasts are to support critical management decisions for the management of the Nation's Great Lakes, estuarine, coastal and ocean ecosystems. The EcoFore program seeks to develop capabilities to provide coastal managers with state-of-the-art science in a form that they can utilize to make proactive management decisions in an ecosystem context.  The full announcement of Federal Funding Opportunity is posted on the http://www.grants.gov website as part of the NOAA FY 2006 Omnibus Federal Register Notice and at the direct link: http://fedgrants.gov/EPSData/DOC/Synopses/1250/NOS-NCCOS-2006-2000325/ECOFORE.pdf.  Typical award amounts are expected to be no more than $500,000 per project per year with project durations from 2 to 5 years. It is anticipated that 3 to 6 total projects will be funded.  The deadline for receipt of proposals at the CSCOR office is 3 p.m., October 25, 2005.  Technical information.can be obtained from Beth Turner, Program Manager EcoFore 06, 603-862-4680, elizabeth.turner@noaa.gov; and business management information can be obtained from Laurie Golden, NCCOS/CSCOR/COP Grants Administrator, 301-713-3338/ext 151, Laurie.Golden@noaa.gov.
Storm-surge-model forecast results for the Louisiana and Mississippi Coasts (including overland topography and the New Orleans levee systems) - Surface-water modeling forecasts created before the landfall of Hurricane Katrina, using the AdCirc numerical flow model, are available on the web at http://hurricane.lsu.edu/floodprediction/.  Note that all of the forecasts were made prior to the hurricane making landfall early in the morning on August 29, 2005. 

USGS websites provide hydrologic background information and data related to New Orleans and vicinity - 

Historical as well as current surface-water data for Louisiana and Mississippi can be found at http://waterdata.usgs.gov/la/nwis/sw and http://waterdata.usgs.gov/ms/nwis/sw
Historical as well as current ground-water data for Louisiana and Mississippi can be found at http://waterdata.usgs.gov/la/nwis/gw and http://waterdata.usgs.gov/ms/nwis/gw
Historical as well as current water-quality data for Louisiana and Mississippi can be found at http://waterdata.usgs.gov/la/nwis/qw and http://waterdata.usgs.gov/ms/nwis/qw
The "Environmental Atlas of the Lake Pontchartrain Basin", USGS Open-File Report 02-206, can be found at http://pubs.usgs.gov/of/2002/of02-206/index.html
The "Geologic Framework and Processes of the Lake Pontchartrain Basin" can be found at http://coastal.er.usgs.gov/pontchartrain/
Reston Supply Service Center Closeout Schedule Reminder:  The last retail shopping day for using fiscal year 2005 funds is Thursday, September 22, 2005.  Customers with immediate needs for merchandise after this date may call x7284, x7275, or x7276 for service.  RSSC will reopen Thursday, September 29, 2005, for fiscal year 2006.  The RSSC will remain open for:

· Federal Express through September 30.  Offices will need to accrue all FedEx charges that have not been processed as of September 22.
· Messenger service through September 30.  Requirements initiated after September 22 must be accrued.

· Printing requests up to 3:00 p.m. Thursday, September 22.
· Color copier charges up to September 22.
Offices are requested to advise RSSC of account number changes for fiscal year 2006 by September 26th.  New shopping cards will be available within 24 hours.  Forms for this purpose are available at the service counter. For further information, please call Toby Bell at x7276.
Visual Information High Performing Organization Pub Hub Managers Vacancies – The vacancy announcement for the Regional Pub Hub Manager, GS-1001-14, being advertised by each Region is currently open.  The vacancy announcement is open to "Internal" applicants only, and has a closing date of 9/12/05.  Vacancy announcement numbers are: CR-2005-0339; ER-2005-0249

WR-2005-0499.  The vacancy announcement can be viewed by clicking on this link:  https://jobs.quickhire.com/scripts/usgsoars.exe/preview or by visiting the OARS vacancy website at:  https://jobs.quickhire.com/scripts/usgsoars.exe/runuserinfo?Haveusedbefore=5
Survey Manual Handbook 445-2-H, Occupational Safety and Health Program Requirements Handbook, Additional Updates: The following chapters have been updated this week:

Chapter 19, Industrial Hygiene - Hearing Conservation Program

· http://www.usgs.gov/usgs-manual/handbook/hb/445-2-h/ch19.html
Appendix 19-1, Sample Hearing Conservation Program

· http://www.usgs.gov/usgs-manual/handbook/hb/445-2-h/app19-1.html
Appendix 25-5, Exposure Control Plan for Members of USGS Automatic External Defibrillator (AED) Teams

· http://www.usgs.gov/usgs-manual/handbook/hb/445-2-h/app25-5.html
Pre-Retirement Seminars Available in September and December:  Space is still available for the popular and informative Pre-Retirement Seminar, to be held from 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, September 20 through Wednesday, September 21, 2005 in the National Center Auditorium.  The cost for this two day class is $89.00 per person.  Please use the TMS to register.  Spouses are welcome to attend.  Select training order for choice of payment.  Please make sure your SF-182 is in complete status.  If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Leigh Healy at x6825 or email lhealy@usgs.gov.  Note:  An additional session of this course will be held on December 6 and 7, 2005, at a cost of $88.00 per person.  Registration is open now, please follow the directions outlined above to secure your space in this class.

Memory Book for Dallas Peck:  For those of you unable to attend or sign the guest book at Dallas Peck's memorial service, you can do so this week by visiting the USGS Visitor Center, Reston, adjacent to the Auditorium.

Bloodmobile:  This is a reminder that the Bloodmobile will be here on Friday, September 9, 2005, from 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the Auditorium.  There is always a need for all blood types in our area, but there is a special demand for blood donors now.  Supplies are very low, so please help if you can. 
Free Bookcases:  Mail Stop 430 has five or six surplus glass and metal (cream color) stacking book cases.  They are in good condition and are free to anyone on a first come, first served basis, while supplies last.  Please contact Jennifer Shoup at x5888 or Pam Smith at x5476 if interested.
Upcoming Deadlines

Mandatory Training – Discrimination and Whistleblowing in the Workplace: All employees and supervisors must complete the on-line mandatory training course titled “Discrimination and Whistleblowing in the Workplace” by September 30, 2005. Training can be accessed, at no cost, either on-line at http://www.doiu.nbc.gov/nofear or by CD-ROM, available from Harry Jenter. If you elect to complete the course using the CD-ROM, you must document completion in the USGS Training Management System (TMS) to receive credit. To facilitate this training, BRR/ER has arranged for use of a computer training room, 5B126, for Thursday and Friday afternoons from 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. in September, so that projects and small groups can take the training together. The dates are September 8 and 9, and September 15 and 16. Please sign up through Barbara in the Branch Office (x5993), if you are interested.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
Over (








