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Seminars
Monday, October 31, Claire R. Tiedeman, USGS, Menlo Park, CA, “The Naval Air Warfare Center (NAWC) Toxics Site, West Trenton, NJ:  Current and Future USGS Research on Transport and Transformation of Chlorinated VOCs in Fractured Sedimentary Rock”, Room 5B-227, 10:00 a.m.
Tuesday, November 1, John Costa Vancouver, WA, “Bankside non-contact discharge measurement: cross-sections – the last and most difficult piece”, Room 5A-217, 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday, November 2, Ike Winograd, NRP, BRR/ER, “The Importance of Anomalies in Earth-Science Endeavors”, Visitors' Center, 2:00 p.m.
Friday, November 4, Ross S. Stein, USGS, Menlo Park, “Earthquakes at the USGS - Blowing the Lid off Seismic Science for 40 Years”, Auditorium, 10:30 a.m.
Upcoming Seminars
Monday, November 7, Carol Kendall, USGS, Menlo Park, CA, “Tracing causes of hypoxia in riverine ecosystems using isotope techniques”, Room 5B-227, 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday, November 9, Jessica Murray, USGS, Menlo Park, “Slip on the San Andreas fault at Parkfield, California over the most recent earthquake cycle and the implications for seismic hazard”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.
Tuesday, November 15, Richard M. Yager, USGS, Ithaca, NY, “Simulating the Effects of Halite Brine Underlying Onondaga Lake on Ground-Water Flow in a Glacial Aquifer near Syracuse, NY”, Room 5B-227, 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday, November 16, Jery R. Stedinger, School of Civil and Environmental Engineering, Cornell University, “Operational Bayesian GLS Regression for Regional Hydrologic Analyses”, Room 5B-227, 10:00 a.m.
NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series

Thursday, November 10, Allen Shapiro, NRP, BRR/ER, “Adventures in Fractured Rock: Is there scientific value in turning the water supply red for 1 million people in South Florida?”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m.
Notices
FY 2006 Announcement for WRRI Competitive Grant Program:  The fiscal year 2006 announcement for the National Competitive Grant Program conducted in collaboration with the Water Resources Research Institutes (WRRIs) has been released.  This grant program specifically encourages collaboration between the USGS and university scientists.  The announcement (request for proposals) for the national competitive grant program may be obtained either by going to https://niwr.org/ and clicking on "view the RFP" under National Competitive Grants Program -104G or by going directly to https://niwr.org/competitive_grants/2006RFP104G.  This program provides an opportunity to collaborate with university scientists on research of direct interest to the USGS.  Research priorities were developed jointly by the USGS and the Institutes, and are intended to solicit proposals for research that will build upon the work and contribute to the goals of the USGS, particularly in the area of water availability.  Proposals for projects involving substantial collaboration between university and USGS scientists will receive extra weight in the evaluation and selection process.  Federal employees may serve as co-principal investigators on these grants, though they cannot receive funds under these grants and they cannot contribute to the matching requirement.  Collaboration with Institutes in the USGS-WRRI Internship Program also provides the USGS with a means of obtaining student help while providing students with an opportunity to gain experience and training by working on USGS projects.  Interns are employees of their college or university and do not count against our FTE ceiling.  In FY 2005, the USGS provided a total of $102,000 to support interns under this program.  The procedure for obtaining interns under this program is described at http://water.usgs.gov/wrri/internship.html.   Interns are considered to be federal employees for certain purposes, including tort claims and compensation for travel, and may operate Federal Government motor vehicles.
Detail to House Interior Appropriations Committee:  The Department of the Interior is seeking a USGS employee interested in serving on a detail to the House Appropriations Subcommittee on the Interior and Environment.  The tenure would be one year, non-reimbursable. Duties are mostly support functions (staffing hearings, compiling Q's and A', collecting capability statements, etc.). This would be a good opportunity to observe the Appropriations process in action.   If you are interested, please contact Matt Larsen by COB Monday, October 31, 2005.

Use of Government Funds for Memberships and Subscriptions: Please note that government funds may not be used to pay employees' membership fees in professional societies or other organizations, regardless of the resulting benefit to the agency. One exception to this rule is membership that is a necessary training cost authorized under the Government Employees Training Act.  On the other hand, subscriptions for professional periodicals, newspapers, and other publications (including electronic ones) may be paid using government funds provided the subscriptions result in benefit to the agency. When it is known in advance that a continuing requirement exists for multiple years and multiyear subscription is advantageous for the purpose of economy or otherwise, multiyear subscriptions may be purchased from current year funds.
Worst Job in Science?:  Each year, Popular Science magazine produces a tongue-in-cheek list of the "10 Worst Jobs in Science".  This year, our BRR/WR colleague Ron Oremland appears in position #4, as an "Extremophile Excavator -- Never Has Success Smelled Less Sweet".  The citation reads in part:  "[Ron's] team recently made scientific history ... with the discovery of an 'extremophile' microbe living in some of the most putrid, nauseating, arsenic-saturated mud on Earth ... [T]he researchers suffer through 125-degree days, blinding sun, and ... so much noxious gas that it makes their eyes water ... [This] work is a step towards finding other microbes that could potentially clean arsenic contamination from the Nation's freshwater supply".  For the full citation, see the November 2005 issue of Popular Science.  Congratulations, Ron!

Annual Combined Federal Campaign:  It's that time of year again!  The Combined Federal Campaign begins tomorrow, Tuesday, November 1 with a Charity Fair and runs through December 7, 2005.  In the next few days, we will begin distributing your CFC Catalog and Pledge Card.  Please take a few minutes to look through the catalog, read the descriptions of the over 3,200 charities and discover the wide range of organizations that truly need your help.  You can select organizations that impact just your neighborhood or community or organizations that affect the nation and the world.  If you are unsure about which charity to give, you are welcome to attend the Charity Fair which will be held tomorrow, Tuesday, November 1, from 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. in the Art Hallway and Auditorium.  There are over 60 charities scheduled to attend, so this is a great opportunity to find out more about the charities that are supported through CFC.  This year we are encouraging employee donors to submit their pledges online via Employee Express.  This is a quick and easy process and minimizes errors with inputting data later.  If you use Employee Express, please print a copy of the pledge and turn it into Barbara Cardellichio, keyworker for our Branch, so that it is properly credited.  If you prefer to make a one time donation, checks should be made payable to the "Combined Federal Campaign" and the CFC reporting number for USGS is 4121400.  Thank you for your support.
Free Items:  Marty Gurtz has moved out of his old office (Room 5B310), and left various NAWQA publications; EPA and other government reports; journal reprints (many J-NABS); special outreach items (teacher's packet on acid rain; USGS-Water school posters; National Geographic special issues and maps on water); and even some office supplies.  Please stop by and take anything you want.  Anything remaining after COB on Wednesday November 2 will get recycled or tossed into the dumpster.  Please note that the furniture should not be removed from 5B310. If you have any questions, please call Marty at x5113.
Resume: A graduate student from the University of Maryland Center for Environmental Science is very interested in acquiring a position with the USGS.  She has received a Bachelors in Science from the University of North Carolina with a Major in Biology, and is currently working for a Masters in Science. She has experience with software programs such as, ArcGIS, Golden Software Surfer, SAS, Microsoft Office, Adobe Illustrator and Photoshop.  Please see Barbara or Emerson for a copy of her resume.
New Publications from BRR/WR

Croteau, M.N., and Luoma, S.N., 2005, Delineating copper accumulation pathways for the freshwater bivalve Corbiculausing stable copper isotopes:  Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry, v. 24, p. 2,871-2,878.

Green, C.T., Stonestrom, D.A., Bekins, B.A., Akstin, K.C., and Schulz, M.S., 2005, Percolation and transport in a sandy soil under a natural hydraulic gradient:  Water Resources Research, v. 41, doi:10.1029/2005WR004061.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
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