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October 24 – October 28, 2005

Seminars

Wednesday, October 26, Ike Winograd, NRP, BRR/ER, “The Importance of Anomalies in Earth-Science Endeavors”, Visitors' Center, 2:00 p.m.

Friday, October 28, Mark Waldrop, USGS, Menlo Park, CA, “Molecular Approaches to Biogeochemistry: Linking Microbial Community Landscape Patterns to Soil Carbon Fluxes”, Videostreamed, 1:00 PM (PDT), Note: Link will not be active until day and time of seminar.
NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series

Thursday, October 27, Brendan Zinn, NRP, BRR/ER, “Bias in Ground-Water Age Estimation Caused by Regional Pumping”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m.

Upcoming Seminars
Monday, October 31, Claire R. Tiedeman, USGS, Menlo Park, CA, “The Naval Air Warfare Center (NAWC) Toxics Site, West Trenton, NJ:  Current and Future USGS Research on Transport and Transformation of Chlorinated VOCs in Fractured Sedimentary Rock”, Room 5B-227, 10:00 a.m.
Friday, November 4, Ross S. Stein, USGS, Menlo Park, “Earthquakes at the USGS - Blowing the Lid off Seismic Science for 40 Years”, Auditorium, 10:30 a.m.
Monday, November 7, Carol Kendall, USGS, Menlo Park, CA, “Tracing causes of hypoxia in riverine ecosystems using isotope techniques”, Room 5B-227, 10:00 a.m.
Tuesday, November 15, Richard M. Yager, USGS, Ithaca, NY, “Simulating the Effects of Halite Brine Underlying Onondaga Lake on Ground-Water Flow in a Glacial Aquifer near Syracuse, NY”, Room 5B-227, 10:00 a.m.
Notices
Mandatory Training - Whistleblower Training: Deadline is Next Monday, October 31:  All employees and supervisors must complete this on-line mandatory training course by close of business on Monday.  Training can be accessed, at no cost, either on-line at http://www.doiu.nbc.gov/nofear or by CD-ROM, available in the Branch Office, 5B-221.  If you elect to complete the course using the CD-ROM, you must document completion in the USGS Training Management System (TMS) to receive credit.  When you have completed the course, please submit a copy of your certificate to the Branch Office, 5B-221.
Retirement Reception for Ike Winograd:  As mentioned above, Ike will present the Chief Hydrologist's Research Seminar entitled, "The Importance of Anomalies in Earth-Science Endeavors: Three Case Histories from the Great Basin" this Wednesday, October 26, 2005, at 2 p.m. in the USGS Visitor's Center.  Please join us at the conclusion of the seminar for a reception, in the Library Hallway, celebrating Ike's career.  Also, if you are interested, Margaret Grieshaber is assembling a celebratory memory book to be presented to him at the reception.  Please send emails, hand-written notes, stories, paper and digital photos, or other appropriate mementos recognizing Ike's career, contributions, and collegial interactions to Margaret (x5853/megriesh@usgs.gov) at MS-431, by 12:00 p.m. on Wednesday.  If you miss the deadline, during the reception, the memory book will be available for anyone to sign.
Honor Awards Ceremonies on Thursday, October 27:  Join us on Thursday afternoon, October 27, 2005, at 2:00 p.m. in 5B227 for a Branch Gathering to honor our seven BRR/ER colleagues listed below.  Refreshments will be served.  The WRD Ceremony will be at 8:00 a.m. that same day in 5A217, and the USGS Ceremony will follow at 10:00 a.m. in the Auditorium.  Hope you can attend!  Congratulations to our BRR/ER Awardees:

Isabelle Cozzarelli


Superior Service Award

Mike Doughten


Superior Service Award

Bob Eganhouse


Superior Service Award

Janet Hannon



Superior Service Award

Mary Voytek



Superior Service Award

Richard Winston


Superior Service Award

Ed Busenberg



30 Year Award

Isabelle Cozzarelli


20 Year Award
4th USGS Wildland Fire Science Workshop Extended Deadline for Poster Abstracts and Upcoming Deadline for Early Registration: The workshop deadline for poster abstracts has been extended to November 4, 2005.  Additionally, those wishing to attend should be advised that the deadline for early registration is also November 4, 2005.  Detailed information on the workshop may be found on the workshop website [http://www.ag.arizona.edu/srnr/usgs]. Should you have questions regarding the workshop, please feel free to contact Bob Alverts (503-872-2786, balverts@usgs.gov) or Jack Waide (703-648-4053, jwaide@usgs.gov). Questions on logistics and registration should be directed to Carol Heil in Tucson (520-626-2027, cheil@ag.arizona.edu).
USGS Vacancy Announcement:  The vacancy announcements for the New Hampshire/Vermont Water Science Center Director opened on October 19, 2005 and will close on November 4, 2005.  The announcement numbers are as follows:  Supervisory Hydrologist, GS-1315-14/15:  ER-2006-0001; Supervisory Physical Scientist, GS-1301-14/15:  ER-2006-0002; Supervisory Biologist, GS-0401-14/15:  ER-2006-0003.
Annual Thanksgiving Food Drive:  For the past three years, the Branch has collected food donations for FISH (Friendly Instant Sympathetic Help), which serves the Reston-Herndon area.  We would like to continue this tradition for people who are less fortunate than we at holiday time.  Please help with this food drive by providing Thanksgiving canned and packaged non-perishables, including instant potatoes, canned vegetables, meats, and gravy, and other items appropriate for a Thanksgiving meal.  Also, FISH especially has requested peanut butter, jelly, juices and dry cereals as food for children.  Please deliver by Tuesday, November 15th.  Also, if anyone is looking for short-time volunteer opportunities over the holidays, FISH needs volunteers to collect, sort, wrap gifts, and help distribute their food and gift boxes.  The boxes for our Thanksgiving collection are located in Barbara's office.  Marge Shapira has further information and phone numbers for volunteer contacts.  Thanks again for your support.
Flu Shots for Employees:  The National Center Health Unit is offering flu shots for the 2005-2006 season at no charge.  The vaccine is available first to high risk individuals, followed by the general population.   Contractors and retired employees may not receive flu shots from the National Center Health Unit.  Shots are available now for employees who:

· Are 65 or older;

· Have heart disease (e.g. congestive heart failure), lung disease including asthma, metabolic disease including diabetes, kidney disease, immune deficiency and blood disorders;

· Lives with a child under 6 months of age;

· Are involved in Hurricane Katrina shelter work (e.g. employees who are/will be assigned to evacuee shelters the majority of their deployment or working at shelters for extended periods).

Beginning the week of November 7, 2005, shots will be available for all employees on:

· Mondays, 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.

· Wednesdays, 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.

· Fridays, 1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
New Publications from BRR/ER
Fogarty, L.R. and Voytek , M.A., 2005, Comparison of Bacteroides-Prevotella 16S rRNA Genetic Markers for Fecal Samples from Different Animal Species: Applied Environmental  Microbiology, vol. 71, p. 5999-6007, Click Here for Abstract
New Publications from BRR/WR

Freifeld, B. M., Trautz, R.C., Kharaka, Y.K., Phelps, T.J., Myer, L.R., Hovorka, S.D., and Collins, D.J., 2005, The U-tube:  A novel system for acquiring borehole fluid samples from a deep geologic CO2 sequestration experiment:  Journal of Geophysical Research, v. 110, doi:10.1029/2005JB003735, Click Here for Article
Kipp, K.L., Hsieh, P.A., Hayba, D.O., and Ingebritsen, S.E., 2005, HYDROTHERM:  A simulator of two-phase ground-water flow and heat transport:  International Ground Water Modeling Center Newsletter, v. 23, no. 3, p. 3, Click Here for Article
Kling, G.W., Evans, W.C., Tanyileke, G., Kusakabe, M., Ohba, T., Yoshida, Y., and Hell, J.V., 2005, Degassing Lakes Nyos and Monoun – Defusing certain disaster:  Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences USA, v. 102, p. 14,185-14,190, Click Here for Abstract
Other Newly Available USGS Publications

Phillips, J.V., and Thomas, B.E., 2005, Hydrologic conditions in Arizona during 1999-2004:  A historical perspective:  U.S. Geological Survey Fact Sheet 2005-3081, 18 p., Click Here for Fact Sheet
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
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