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October 17 – October 21, 2005

NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series

Thursday, October 27, Brendan Zinn, NRP, BRR/ER, “To Be Announced”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m.

Upcoming Seminars
Wednesday, October 26, Ike Winograd, NRP, BRR/ER, “The Importance of Anomalies in Earth-Science Endeavors”, Room Visitors' Center, 2:00 p.m.

Friday, October 28, Mark Waldrop, USGS, Menlo Park, CA, “Molecular Approaches to Biogeochemistry: Linking Microbial Community Landscape Patterns to Soil Carbon Fluxes”, Videostreamed, 1:00 PM (PDT), Note: Link will not be active until day and time of seminar.
Monday, October 31, Claire R. Tiedeman, USGS, Menlo Park, CA, “The Naval Air Warfare Center (NAWC) Toxics Site, West Trenton, NJ:  Current and Future USGS Research on Transport and Transformation of Chlorinated VOCs in Fractured Sedimentary Rock”, Room 5B-227, 10:00 a.m. 

Notices

Congratulations to Cliff Voss:  The International Association of Hydrogeologists (IAH) has recently awarded Cliff the 2005 IAH President's Award in recognition of both his distinguished research career and his contribution to the mission of IAH as Executive Editor of Hydrogeolgy Journal since 1994, which under his guidance and leadership has evolved into the premier journal in hydrogeology.

Solicitation of Presentations for an Adsorption of Metals to Geomedia Special Session at Spring ACS: Presentations are being solicited for a special session entitled “Adsorption of Metals to Geomedia II” to be held at the 231st American Chemical Society (ACS) national meeting, March 26-20, 2006, in Atlanta, Georgia.  Understanding chemical reactions at mineral-water interfaces in natural systems has advanced at a rapid pace. The objective of the special session is to highlight these advances, ranging from characterizing the structure and bonding of surface complexes to achieving quantitative predictions of the impact of mineral-water-interface reactions on metal-ion transport at the field-scale.  Abstracts should be submitted by November 17, 2005 through the online abstract submission form at http://oasys.acs.org.  For more information, please contact Doug Kent (dbkent@usgs.gov) or Mark Barnett (barnettm@eng.auburn.edu).

Possible Funding Opportunity:  The Cooperative Institute for Coastal and Estuarine Environmental Technology (CICEET) invites preliminary proposals to its Environmental Technology Development (ETD) Program for funding in FY 2006–2007.  Through this program, CICEET makes strategic investments in the development and application of technology to monitor, manage, and prevent the contamination and degradation of coastal and estuarine waters and habitats in the United States.  Information about this Request for Proposals (RFP) is available online at http://ciceet.unh.edu; the pre-proposal deadline is noon EST on Monday, November 21.  (A partnership of the University of New Hampshire (UNH) and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), CICEET develops tools for clean water and healthy coasts nationwide.)

Joint Fire Science Program Announcements for Proposals:  The Joint Fire Science Program has just posted four announcements for proposals (AFP's) on its web page (http://jfsp.nifc.gov).  AFP 2006- 1, 2, and 3 proposals are for new project starts and must be received by the program office no later than 5:00 p.m. December 14, 2005.  AFP 2006-4 pre-proposals are for continuing projects and must be received no later than 5:00 p.m. November 14, 2005.  Questions can be directed to Erik Berg, JFSP Manager, 208-387-5349, Erik_Berg@nifc.blm.gov.

Free, Graphical, Symbol Libraries Available Online for Science Communication: The University of Maryland's Integration and Application Network has created and made freely available a set of graphical symbol libraries containing over 1500 custom-made vector symbols in numerous categories including: Agriculture, Animal Farming, Aquatic Invertebrates, Aquatic Megafauna, Aquatic Plants, Aquatic Vertebrates, Bases - Cross Sections, Bases - Map, Bases - Oblique, Birds, Boats, Cyanobacteria, Inputs, Insects, Land Use,  Macroalgae, Management, Mangroves, Mapping and Navigation, Microalgae, Physical Environment, Processes - Biological, Processes - Physical, Recreation, Reptiles and Amphibians, Salt Marsh, Science, Symbol Modifiers, Terrestrial Animals, Terrestrial Plants, Viruses and Bacteria and Background Swatches designed specifically for enhancing environmental science communication skills. The libraries are designed primarily for use with Adobe Illustrator (requires version 10 or better), however eps and svg versions for non-Illustrator users also are available. The symbols allow diagrammatic representations of complex processes to be developed easily with minimal graphical skills. Although the libraries are available free of charge, the IAN does ask that users acknowledge use of the libraries. Further information and downloadable versions of the libraries can be found at http://ian.umces.edu/symbols.

CALFED Bay-Delta Program seeks new Lead Scientist:  The California Bay-Delta Authority (CBDA) seeks an established, experienced research scientist to direct the efforts of the Science Program (http://science.calwater.ca.gov) as the CALFED Lead Scientist.  This position requires significant interaction with managers and directors of implementing agencies, academic researchers, and external stakeholder groups.  The ideal candidate is an astute, assertive and collaborative professional who possesses exceptional communication skills and has the ability to manage a broad interdisciplinary team.  Qualifications include: a PhD or equivalent experience in natural science; extensive experience interacting with stakeholders groups; evidence of stature in broad scientific community. Qualifications should be equivalent to Federal GS-15 or higher. The Lead Scientist will work out of CBDA offices in Sacramento, CA.  First review of applications begins November 14, 2005. To apply, send a letter of interest and curriculum vitae to Stuart Satow at: CPS Executive Search - 241 Lathrop Way - Sacramento, CA 95815. Ph. 916-263-1401; Fax: 916-561-7205. Email: resumes@cps.ca.gov.  Additional information can be found at: http://www.cps.ca.gov/ExecutiveSearch/Recruitments/science/ls_cbdp.asp.

Postdoctoral Position in Toronto Isotope Laboratory:  The Stable Isotope Laboratory, University of Toronto is part of the Indiana-Princeton-Tennessee (IPTAI) team sponsored through the NASA Astrobiology Institute (NAI) - a national and international research consortium that studies the origin, evolution, distribution and future of life on Earth and in the universe.  They are currently seeking a postdoctoral fellow to participate in research focusing on geochemical reactions sustaining deep subsurface microbiology.  Interested applicants should send a detailed CV, statement of research interest and 3 letters of recommendation to Prof. Barbara Sherwood Lollar, Dept. of Geology, 22 Russell St., University of Toronto, Toronto, Ontario, Canada M5S 3B1 (Tel: 416-978-0770, isotopes@geology.utoronto.ca).  Review of applications will begin November 8.

Pre-Retirement Benefits Seminars:  For further information, please contact Leigh Healy at x6825 or lhealy@usgs.gov.  To sign up for either seminar, you must use the Training Management System at https://gsvaresa08.er.usgs.gov/webforms/Pertrain.nsf.  Select training order for choice of payment.
· On Thursday, November 3, 2005, Theresa Carr will hold a one day seminar on Retirement Benefits from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. in 1B215.  The cost is $62.00 per person.  Topics to be covered (for both CSRS and FERS employees) include all insurances, FEHB, FEGLI, Medicare and Social Security Benefits.

· Space is still available for the popular and informative Pre-Retirement Seminar, to be held from 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, December 6 through Wednesday, December 7, 2005, in the National Center Auditorium.  The cost for this two day class is $88.00 per person.  Spouses are welcome to attend.
Upcoming Deadlines

Mandatory Training - Whistleblower Training: Deadline October 31:  All employees and supervisors must complete this on-line mandatory training course.  Training can be accessed, at no cost, either on-line at http://www.doiu.nbc.gov/nofear or by CD-ROM, available in the Branch Office, 5B-221.  If you elect to complete the course using the CD-ROM, you must document completion in the USGS Training Management System (TMS) to receive credit.  When you have completed the course, please submit a copy of your certificate to the Branch Office, 5B-221.
New Publications from BRR/WR

Kharaka, Y.K., and Mariner, R.H., 2005, Geothermal systems inAggarwal, P.K., Gat, J.R., and Froehlich, K.F.O., eds., Isotopes in the Water Cycle:  Past, Present, and Future of a Developing Science:  Springer, Dordrecht, p. 243-270.

Mayers, C.J., Andraski, B.J., Cooper, C.A., Wheatcraft, S.W., Stonestrom, D.A., and Michel, R.L., 2005, Modeling tritium transport through a deep unsaturated zone in an arid environment:  Vadose Zone Journal, v. 4, p. 967-976, doi:10.2136/vzj2004.0179.

Palandri, J.L., Rosenbauer, R.J., and Kharaka, Y.K., 2005, Ferric iron in sediments as a novel CO2 mineral trap: CO2–SO2 reaction with hematite:  Applied Geochemistry, v. 20, p. 2,038–2,048.

Other Newly Available USGS Publications
German, E.R., and Adamski, J.C., 2005, Hydrology and Water Quality of Lakes and Streams in Orange County, Florida, U.S. Geological Survey Scientific Investigations Report 5052, 86 p., Click Here for Report
Haag, K.H., Lee, T.M., and Herndon, D.C., 2005, Bathymetry and vegetation in isolated marsh and cypress wetlands in the northern Tampa Bay area, 2000-2004:  U.S. Geological Survey Scientific Investigations Report 2005-5109, 49 p., Click Here for Report
Hammett, K.M., and DelCharco, M.J., 2005, Estimating the Magnitude and Frequency of Floods for Streams in West-Central Florida, 2001, U.S. Geological Survey Scientific Investigations Report 5080, 20 p., Click Here for Report
Verdi, R.J., 2005, Hydrologic effects of the 2004 hurricane season in northwest Florida:  U.S. Geological Survey Open-File Report 2005-1277, 18 p., Click Here for Report
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
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