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October 10 – October 14, 2005

Seminars
Wednesday, October 12, Murray Gray, Department of Geography, University of London, “Geodiversity: A New Paradigm For The Geosciences”, Auditorium, 10:30 a.m.
Thursday, October 13, Ingo Wahnfried, Sao Paulo University, Brazil, “Cretaceous Basalt Flows as a Hydraulic Connection between Surface and Jurassic Eolian Sandstones: A Research Project in Brazil”, Room 5B-227, 10:00 a.m.
NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series

Thursday, October 13, Greg Noe, NRP, BRR/ER, “Nutrient retention, cycling, and transport in wetland ecosystems”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m.
Upcoming Seminars

Monday, October 31, Claire R. Tiedeman, USGS, Menlo Park, CA, “The Naval Air Warfare Center (NAWC) Toxics Site, West Trenton, NJ:  Current and Future USGS Research on Transport and Transformation of Chlorinated VOCs in Fractured Sedimentary Rock”, Room 5B-227, 10:00 a.m.
Notices

Welcome back to Mary Jo Baedecker and Dick Marzolf:  We are pleased to announce Mary Jo, Scientist Emeritus, will be working at MS 430, and will be moving in this week to Harry Jenter’s old office, 1B402, x5858.  She eventually will be sharing this office with Dick Marzolf, Scientist Emeritus, who will be working in the Branch on an intermittent basis.  Welcome back, Mary Jo and Dick!
Welcome to Ingo Wahnfried:  Ingo is visiting the USGS from the Geosciences Institute at the Sao Paulo University, Brazil. Ingo has an undergraduate degree in Geology from Sao Paulo University and is now conducting research for his Ph.D. thesis. His research entails the investigation of geologic controls on recharge and ground-water flow in a complex series of formations, including basalts and eolian sandstones. His work is of considerable interest in Brazil because of its implications for water supply and aquifer vulnerability. He will be working with Allen Shapiro on the application of multidiscplinary methods of characterizing ground-water flow and chemical transport in fractured rock. Ingo will be visiting here in Reston through the month of October, and he will be using Room 5B-111 as an office. Please feel free to stop by and welcome Ingo to the USGS.
Conference on Gulf Coast Subsidence:  The Houston Geological Society is co-sponsoring a conference on "Coastal Subsidence, Sea Level, and the Future of the Gulf Coast" on November 3-5, 2005, in Cypress, Texas.  Registration fees increase after October 26.  See http://hgs.org/en/cev/?416 for details.
International Conference on Rivers and Civilization - Call for Session Proposals and Abstracts:  The International Conference on Rivers and Civilization: Multidisciplinary Perspectives on Major River Basins will be held in La Crosse, Wisconsin, from June 25-28, 2006. Attendees should be aware of the upcoming deadlines for Session Proposals (November 1, 2005) and abstracts (December 1, 2005).  This conference is being presented and hosted by the University of Wisconsin-La Crosse and the National Mississippi River Museum & Aquarium, in association with the Smithsonian Institution.  The conference center and most hotels are located in historic downtown La Crosse, Wisconsin, near the scenic Mississippi River waterfront.  This conference is targeted for a multidisciplinary audience from the sciences, arts, and humanities, as well as other groups who manage and use riverine resources. Abstracts must be submitted electronically via the abstract submission template, which is available on the conference Web site. Scholarships for free conference registration will be awarded to at least the first 25 students who submit abstracts that are accepted for presentation (validation of student status will be required).  Registration, lodging, transportation, VISA and other information can be found at the conference website, http://www.rivers2006.org.
Performance Appraisals Due October 27:  For your information, all Branch employees (excluding contractors, Post Docs, ECO students, summer students, and volunteers) will be contacted sometime this month by your supervisor to complete your annual Performance Appraisal for FY 2005 and complete your new workplan for FY 2006.  Your supervisor will be in touch with you this month to schedule an evaluative meeting to complete these forms - the deadline is Thursday, October 27, 2005.

Pre-Retirement Seminar Available in December:  Space is still available for the popular and informative Pre-Retirement Seminar, to be held from 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, December 6 through Wednesday, December 7, 2005, in the National Center Auditorium.  The cost for this two day class is $88.00 per person.  Please use the TMS to register.  Spouses are welcome to attend.  Select training order for choice of payment.  Please make sure your SF-182 is in complete status.  If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Leigh Healy at x6825 or email lhealy@usgs.gov.  Registration is open now, please follow the directions outlined above to secure your space in this class.

Upcoming Deadlines
Mandatory Training - Whistleblower Training Deadline Extended to October 31:  The due date to complete the "Discrimination and Whistleblowing in the Workplace (No Fear)" Training has been moved from September 30, 2005, to October 31, 2005.  All employees and supervisors must complete this on-line mandatory training course.  Training can be accessed, at no cost, either on-line at http://www.doiu.nbc.gov/nofear or by CD-ROM, available in the Branch Office, 5B-221.  If you elect to complete the course using the CD-ROM, you must document completion in the USGS Training Management System (TMS) to receive credit.  When you have completed the course, please submit a copy of your certificate to the Branch Office, 5B-221.
New Publications from BRR/ER

Plummer, L.N., 2005, Dating of young groundwater, In Isotopes in the Water Cycle: Past, Present and Future of a Developing Science, Pradeep K. Aggarwal, Joel R. Gat, and Klaus F.O. Froehlich (eds), Springer, Dordrecht, The Netherlands, p. 193-220.

Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
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