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Seminars

Monday, October 3, Professor Todd Dawson, Center for Stable Isotope Biogeochemistry and the Department of Integrative Biology, University of California - Berkeley, “Redwood forests, fog water subsides, and the land-sea interface”, Videostreamed, 3:15 PM (PDT), Note: Link will not be active until day and time of seminar.

Notices
Acting Branch Chief:  Chris Neuzil will serve as Acting Branch Chief this week, as Pierre Glynn and Harry Jenter are out of the office at the NRP Project Review and Budget Meeting.

Waite Osterkamp Recognized by University of Denver:  Our BRR/WR colleague Waite Osterkamp has been invited to be a Marisco Visiting Scholar at the University of Denver during the Autumn Quarter, 2005.  Congratulations, Waite!

Earth Science Week - October 9-15, 2005:  Themed “Geoscientists Explore the Earth,” this year’s event focuses on the important contributions geoscientists make to society and the variety of career opportunities available to those who pursue these areas of study. USGS is proud to be the sponsor and major material contributor to this international event organized by the American Geological Institute. Materials in this year’s packets contain numerous useful items, including posters, flyers, newsletters, the USGS “Careers in the Earth Sciences” DVD, a careers fact sheet, and an instructional activities calendar with a new activity for each month.  For more information about Earth Science Week and related events visit http://www.usgs.gov/earthscience/.

4th USGS Wildland Fire Science Workshop Registration and Call for Poster Abstracts:  This fire science workshop, organized by the USGS, will focus on wildland fire issues in the western United States and is intended to highlight select results of ongoing USGS fire science and related research, to discuss applications of fire science to management needs and issues, and to identify future directions for USGS fire science research programs. The workshop will be held at the Westward Look Resort in Tucson, AZ, December 6-9, 2005. The workshop includes 2 ½ days of inside presentations and discussions (December 6, 8, and morning of December 9), and a full day field trip on December 7 to view recent fires in the Santa Catalina Mountains and Mt. Lemmon northeast of Tucson.  A social and poster session will occur on the evening of the first day (December 6).  Please note that poster abstracts are due by October 15, 2005.  Detailed information on the workshop may be found on the workshop website [http://www.ag.arizona.edu/srnr/usgs]. Should you have questions regarding the workshop, please feel free to contact Bob Alverts (503-872-2786, balverts@usgs.gov) or Jack Waide (703-648-4053, jwaide@usgs.gov).  Questions on logistics and registration should be directed to Carol Heil in Tucson (520-626-2027, cheil@ag.arizona.edu).
USGS Occupant Emergency Plan Training, with hands-on fire extinguisher use:  As October is National Fire Prevention Month, the Safety and Environmental Management Branch will be conducting training on the National Center Continuity of Operations Plan (COOP) and the Occupant Emergency Plan (OEP) for all employees. In addition to the standard subjects, this year’s training will also include the automatic external defibrillator program, hands-on fire extinguisher use, and shelter-in-place protocols.  Please plan to attend one of the following four sessions of this important training: Tuesday, October 4 or Thursday, October 6: 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. or 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. in the Auditorium.  In advance of the training, you may want to familiarize yourself with the locations of our shelter in place points of refuge; refer to http://internal.usgs.gov/ops/safetynet/sip.html for the location of the refuge on your floor.  For those unable to attend, the training materials will be posted at http://internal.usgs.gov/ops/safetynet/ by Friday, September 30.  Look under the heading of “Emergency Information.”  Please contact Kris Bancroft, 703-648-7554 or kbancroft@usgs.gov for further information.

Shelter in Place Drill Scheduled:  On Wednesday, October 12, 2005, at 10:00 am, the Safety and Environmental Management Branch (SEMB) will conduct a walk through exercise of shelter in place procedures.  This will be instead of the fire drill we normally have each October.   For this exercise, you will be notified via electronic mail only. This e-mail will be the only notification you will get.  Upon receipt of the notification e-mail, please make sure to notify BRR/ER co-workers who may not be reading e-mail at that time.  For the purposes of this drill, all 5th Floor BRR/ER employees are then expected to physically report to 5B-227 and 1st Floor BRR/ER employees should report to 1B-215.
Government Charge Cards Coded to Shutoff Gas Pumps at $75.00:  Due to recent skyrocketing gasoline prices, it may be important for you to know that government charge cards are coded to stop pumps from dispensing gasoline once $75.00 worth of gas has been delivered.  However, please note that fueling can be continued after this initial shutoff by waiting for about 20 seconds and then squeezing the handle again.  The Department recognizes that this may be an inconvenience to you and is currently trying to get the initial shutoff threshold raised from $75.00 to $150.00; we will update you as soon as it is approved.
New USGS Password Management Website:  The USGS has developed a new internal webpage to assist users with password management.  The goal was to develop one central location that documents password requirements for frequently used systems.   In addition, the page includes hints for generating secure passwords and tools for storing passwords securely.  The website can be found at http://internal.usgs.gov/gio/security/password_management.html.
Surplus Bookcases and Large Computer Desk on First Floor - Six, glass-front, metal bookcases have been marked as "Surplus" and placed in the hallway outside 1B-402.  They are available on a first-come, first-served basis.  Additionally, a very large, multi-tiered rack/desk that can be used to hold multiple computers has been marked as "Surplus" and placed in the hallway outside 1B-219, near the Loading Dock.  This also is available on a first-come, first-served basis.
New Shredder:  Our new shredder has arrived.  It has the capability of shredding up to 25 sheets of paper at one time, can clear paper jams easily, and has a convenient auto start/stop feature.  It is located at MS 432 next to the copier and below the fax machine.  Also please note that common use printer has been moved to the cubical (next to Marge Shapira’s office) where the BRR 4650 printer is located.
New Publications from BRR/WR

Burns, D., Vitvar, T., McDonnell, J., Hassett, J., Duncan, J. and Kendall, C., 2005, Effects of suburban development on runoff generation in the Croton River Basin, New York, USA: Journal of Hydrology, v. 311, p. 266–281, Click Here for Article
Doctor, D.H., and Alexander, E.C., Jr., 2005, Interpretation of water chemistry and stable isotope data from a karst aquifer according to flow regimes identified through hydrograph recession analysis inKuniansky, E.L., ed., U.S. Geological Survey Scientific Investigations Report 5160, p. 82-92.

McGuire, K.J., McDonnell, J.J., Weiler, M., Kendall, C., McGlynn, B.L., Welker, J.M., and Seibert, J., 2005, The role of topography on catchment-scale water residence time: Water Resources Research, v. 41, doi:10.1029/2004WR003657, Click Here for Article
Michalski, G., Bockheim, J.G., Kendall, C., and Thiemens, M., 2005, Isotopic composition of Antarctic Dry Valley nitrate:  Implications for NOx sources and cycling in Antarctica: Geophysical Research Letters, v. 32, doi:10.1029/2004GL022121, Click Here for Abstract
Piatek, K.B., Mitchell, M.J., Silva, S.R., and Kendall, C., 2005, Sources of nitrate in Adirondack surface waters during dissimilar snowmelt events: Water, Air, and Soil Pollution, v. 165, p.13-35, Click Here for Article
Other Newly Available USGS Publicatons

Haag, K.H., Lee, T.M., and Herndon, D.C., 2005, Bathymetry and vegetation in isolated marsh and cypress wetlands in the northern Tampa Bay Area, 2000-2004: U.S. Geological Survey Scientific Investigations Report 5109, Click Here for Report
U.S. Geological Survey, 2005, Water resources data Washington water year 2004: U.S. Geological Survey Water-Data Report WA-04-1, Click Here for Report
Verdi, R.J., 2005, Hydrologic effects of the 2004 hurricane season in northwest Florida: U.S. Geological Survey Open File Report 1277, Click Here for Report
Upcoming Deadlines
Mandatory Training - Whistleblower Training Deadline Extended to October 31:  The due date to complete the "Discrimination and Whistleblowing in the Workplace (No Fear)" Training has been moved from September 30, 2005, to October 31, 2005, for all Department of Interior employees.  This will allow those employees affected by Hurricane Katrina, as well as those participating in the relief efforts another month to complete the training.   All employees and supervisors must complete this on-line mandatory training course.  Training can be accessed, at no cost, either on-line at http://www.doiu.nbc.gov/nofear or by CD-ROM, available in the Branch Office, 5B-221.  If you elect to complete the course using the CD-ROM, you must document completion in the USGS Training Management System (TMS) to receive credit.  When you have completed the course, please submit a copy of your certificate to the Branch Office, 5B-221.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
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