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Seminars

Wednesday, November 30, 2005, Mendenhall Postdoctoral Research Seminar, Marie Edmonds, USGS, Hawaii, “When Magma Begins To Fizz: The Role of Volatiles in Hawaiian Eruptions”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 noon.

NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series

Thursday, December 1, Kathryn M. Conko, NRP, BRR/ER, “Adventures with Trace Elements - Introduction to Environmental Sampling in Ukraine”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m.
Notices
All Hands Meeting:  Please plan to attend the All Hands Meeting this week, scheduled for Wednesday, November 30, 2005, at 10:00 a.m. in the Visitors Center.  A number of items are on the agenda, including the FY 2006 Budget.

Scheduled Telephone System Upgrade for the John W. Powell Federal Building:  The telephone service vendor for the JWP Building, AVAYA, plans to take a backup of the current system and to perform a major hardware/software upgrade to the PBX which supports all phone service for the Reston Campus.  Consequently, there will be intermittent phone outages for the entire Reston facility from 7:30 AM to 12:00 PM on Saturday, December 3, 2005.  Questions or concerns regarding this outage should be directed to (703) 648-7036.
SERDP Statement of Needs:  The Federal interagency Strategic Environmental Research and Development Program (SERDP) has issued their yearly Statement of Needs: http://www.serdp.org/Funding/Core-Sons.cfm.  In particular, "fractured rock" is listed as an area of investigation for support of environmental activities at Department of Defense facilities.  The deadline for proposals is in March 2006.
U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) Sixth Biennial Geographic Information Science (GIS) Workshop (USGS GIS 2006):  This workshop will be held April 24 - 28, 2006, at the Denver Federal Center in Denver, Colorado. The theme will be “GIS for a Changing USGS.”   Workshop information, including the schedule, abstract submittal, registration, and lodging information will be disseminated through the USGS GIS 2006 web site: http://gio.usgs.gov/egis/training/usgs_gis_2006.  A fee of $350 per attendee will be assessed.  Attendance will be limited to 250 participants.  Except for invited presenters, workshop attendance is restricted to USGS employees and USGS-sponsored contractors.  Preference will be given to those presenting at the workshop. Registration will be open February 15, 2006 and will close on March 24, 2006.  All USGS personnel involved with or using GIS technology are invited to present talks, demonstrations, workshops, or posters on topics related to their GIS activities.  Reviewed abstracts are required for oral presentations, demonstrations, and workshops, but abstracts are optional for posters.  These abstracts will be published, so formal review is required.  If you would like to submit an abstract, please submit an abstract through the online form NO LATER THAN January 6, 2006.  Technical reviews need to be completed prior to submittal. Authors of abstracts that are accepted for presentation will be notified by February 28, 2006.
Marge Kennedy’s Retirement Luncheon and Reception: After 25 years in BRR/ER, Marge Kennedy will be retiring from the USGS, effective Friday, December 9th.  There will be a lunch at Mama’s Wok in the Tall Oaks Center in Reston on Tuesday, December 6 at 11:30 a.m.  We will also have a Farewell Reception in conference room 5B227 on Thursday, December 8th at 2:00 p.m.  Marge Shapira, MS 432, will be taking lunch reservations, collecting contributions, and desserts for the reception will be warmly accepted.

Branch Holiday Luncheon:  Join us on Wednesday, December 14, 2005, at 11:30 a.m. at the Amphora Diner Deluxe in Herndon for our annual BRR/ER Holiday Luncheon.  Last year, we had a great meal and a great time at the Amphora; let's continue that tradition.  The menu choices are Chicken Marsala, Lasagna, Pasta Primavera, or a Prime Rib Sandwich Au Jus.  The cost per person is $16.00 and includes salad, beverage, dessert, tax, and tip.  Please make your reservation and payment by Wednesday, December 7th with your Project Assistant.  For those of you going to AGU, please sign up before you leave! 

WRD Pot Luck Holiday Luncheon:  The Water Resources Division will hold our annual Holiday Pot Luck Luncheon on Tuesday, December 13, 2005, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in the Auditorium.  Please bring either an appetizer or a dessert, and sign up with your Project Assistant.  This is a fun and festive way to visit with your colleagues and enjoy some excellent homemade treats.
WRD Holiday of Hope Gifts for HIF Families Affected by Katrina:  Everyone is welcome to participate in the "WRD Holiday of Hope" by taking a gift tag from the tree on the 5th floor of the National Center in the NAWQA Section and signing your name when you remove the tag.  Each of the tags indicates gift ideas that we obtained from our USGS HIF families in Mississippi affected by Hurricane Katrina.   Feel free to team up with others in purchasing a gift.  Please deliver your gifts with the original tag to Carise Barbour (5A407) in NAWQA, or bring them to the Holiday Party in the Auditorium on Dec 13 to be placed under the tree.  Since this is a combined effort, please do not indicate any "from" on the tag when you deliver the gift.  If you have any question, feel free to contact Annette Ledford (5305) or Carise (5715).
Director's Holiday Open House:  All staff are invited to attend the Director's Holiday Open House, to be held on Tuesday, December 6, 2005, from 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. in the Director's large conference room.  Hope you can attend!

 “Picturing Science” Image Database is Back Online:  The Picturing Science image database (aka the Media Asset Management (MAM) database) was taken offline in December 2004 because the server did not meet new IT security requirements.  Both the equipment and the software have been upgraded, and most of the collections have been transferred over (the remaining collections will be added over the next few months).  Please take a moment to bookmark the new Picturing Science home page at http://internal.usgs.gov/picturingscience/.  You can search for an image by keyword or browse a particular collection. Also, you can upload your own images into the database using the “Contribute Your Images” online form.  More than 400 images submitted as part of the recent “USGS Employees at Work” contest are being added soon.  We hope to have the database back online for public use by early 2006.

Equipment Missing:  Ty Coplen's machine shop, 5B334, is missing 3 Boston gears, valued at $100.00 each.  If you have borrowed these, please return to Ty as soon as possible.  Thank you.
New Publications from BRR/CR
Striegl, R.G., Aiken, G.R., Dornblaser, M.M., Raymond, P.A., and Wickland, K.P., 2005, A decrease in discharge-normalized DOC export by the Yukon River during summer through autumn, Geophysical Research Letters, v. 32, L21413, doi:10.1029/2005GL024413, Click Here for Abstract
New Publications from BRR/WR
Osterkamp, W.R., 2005, Fluvial islands in Trimble, S.A., ed., Encyclopedia of Water Science:  New York, Taylor and Francis, doi:10.1081/E-EWS-120030717, Click Here for Article
Ziegler, K., Chadwick, O. A., White, A. F. and Brezinski, M.A., 2005, Delta 30Si systematics in a granitic saprolite, Puerto Rico,  Geology, v. 33, p. 817-820, Click Here for Abstract
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
Websites for Finding Grants:  These two websites, www.grants.gov and www.fedgrants.gov, are excellent resources for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  Both sites allow you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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