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Upcoming Seminars

Wednesday, November 30, 2005, Mendenhall Postdoctoral Research Seminar, Marie Edmonds, USGS, Hawaii, “When Magma Begins To Fizz: The Role of Volatiles in Hawaiian Eruptions”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 noon.

Notices
Delegation of Authority:  Chris Neuzil will serve as the Acting Branch Chief on Friday, November 24, 2005, as Pierre Glynn and Harry Jenter will be on leave that day.  The BRR/ER Administrative Office will be closed.  Project Assistant coverage will be provided for 5th Floor staff by Judy Palmer, MS 432, x5897, and downstairs staff by Pam Smith, MS 430, x5476.  Happy Thanksgiving to all!
Thanksgiving Early Dismissal:  In appreciation for “the outstanding work of the U.S. Geological Survey staff during the past year”, Acting Director Pat Leahy is granting employees a 3-hour early dismissal on Wednesday, November 23.  This means that folks may leave 3 hours prior to their normal departure time for their Wednesday work schedule.  Employees who are already scheduled to be on leave on November 23 should have 3 hours of that leave converted to and recorded as excused absence.  All excused absence hours for this early dismissal will be coded as 060-Admin Leave. Supervisors should exercise discretion to require mission-critical staff to work their regular schedules as necessary.

Marge Kennedy Announces Retirement: After 25 years in BRR/ER, Marge Kennedy will be retiring from the USGS, effective Friday, December 9th.  Marge began her career here with Ted Callender’s project, then worked with Owen Bricker’s group, and is now working with Ty Coplen’s project.  There will be a lunch (date and restaurant to be determined soon).  We will also have a Farewell Reception in conference room 5B227 on Thursday, December 8th at 2:00 p.m.  Marge Shapira, MS 432, will be collecting contributions, and desserts for the reception will be warmly accepted.
Vacancy Announcement, Chief of the Yucca Mountain Project Branch:  Vacancy announcements are now open until December 13.  The position is a GS-14/15 with a duty station in either Las Vegas or Denver, and is being advertised as a Supervisory Geologist, Supervisory Hydrologist, and Supervisory Physical Scientist.  The vacancy numbers are CR-2006-0019, CR-2006-0020, and CR-2006-0021.
Chesapeake Executive Council Meeting:  This annual meeting will take place at 1:00 p.m. on November 29, 2005 in Grosvenor Auditorium at the National Geographic Society building in Washington, D.C. The event will be held in collaboration with a National Geographic Summit on Bay Education, where regional experts will discuss the future of environmental education in the Bay watershed. The Summit will begin at 10:30 a.m. Executive Council members will discuss the adoption of an integrated fisheries ecosystem plan, the expansion of innovative animal manure management programs and additional opportunities to accelerate watershed protection and restoration programs on agricultural lands.  Members of the public and the Bay restoration community are encouraged to attend this event. Guests are encouraged to RSVP for the event by e-mailing melissa.delaney@mslpr.com. Additional details can be found at http://www.chesapeakebay.net/200511exec.htm.
Civil Commercial Imagery Evaluation Workshop: This workshop, formerly known as the High Spatial Resolution Commercial Imagery Workshop, will be held March 14-16, 2006 at the National Wildlife Visitors Center in Laurel, MD.  This is the fifth annual workshop sponsored by the Joint Agency Commercial Imagery Evaluation (JACIE) team, a partnership between the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency (NGA), and the United States Geological Survey (USGS).  Workshop information, including the workshop website, tentative agenda, and registration information, will be available shortly.  In the meantime, please mark your calendars and plan to attend the workshop on March 14-16. Any questions can be directed to Mr. Greg Stensaas at stensaas@usgs.gov.
USGS & DOI Press Release:  On November 16, 2005, the USGS and DOI issued a news release entitled “Climate Models Help Scientists Understand Global Shifts in Water Availability” based on a recent article in the November 17 issue of Nature by BRR/ER's Chris Milly and his colleagues.  The article is entitled “Global pattern of trends in streamflow and water availability in a changing climate”.  Copies of which can be obtained by contacting Chris Milly at (609) 452-6507 or cmilly@usgs.gov.  The full text of the news release is available at: http://www.usgs.gov/newsroom/article.asp?ID=1417.
Presentation Announcement: Dr. Denny Buckler, from the Columbia Environmental Research Center, (CERC) will be presenting an overview on the international work being conducted at the CERC on Wednesday, November 30, 2005, at 12:00 noon in Room 4A-332A.. CERC has a 30 year scientific exchange with Russian scientists, as well as long-term projects in Mexico. This is a brown bag, but there will be some other snack type food as well.

“Outside” Agreements Requirements: The following memo spells out the conditions under which we can work using outside (i.e. non-USGS) funding when we don't have a signed agreement in place:  http://www.usgs.gov/usgs-manual/im/aps-2004-06.html.  The complete list of instructional memos is on line at http://www.usgs.gov/usgs-manual/95imlist.html.

New titles Added to USGS Library Electronic Journal List:  An updated listing of the National Center's Library electronic journal titles has been posted to the library web site http://igsrglib03.er.usgs.gov/int_ejls_search.shtml.  There are now 606 titles available.  Access is Bureau-wide and available to all USGS employees.  

USGS Library Announces Year-Long Trial of SCOPUS:  The USGS Library has arranged a trial for SCOPUS, a new multidisciplinary citation database produced by Elsevier Science.  This new e-resource will be available on a trial basis through October 31, 2006.  SCOPUS is the largest science database covering 14,000 journals from over 4,000 international scientific, technical and medical (STM) publishers. SCOPUS highlights include:
· All major peer-reviewed scientific titles cover-to-cover
· Abstract coverage back to mid-1960s
· Cited reference searching back to 1995
· Updated daily
· Tools to refine your search and search within results
· Searches journals, web resources, and patents simultaneously
· Tracks citation frequency and links to cited articles
· Personalization (my alerts, my list)
· Export into Ref Works and EndNote
· Creation of  virtual file cabinets and bibliographies on the fly
· Citation analysis service coming early 2006
· Citations link to full-text for USGS Library subscribed journals
Try this new e-resource at http://www.scopus.com or use the link on the USGS Library’s internal home page http://internal.usgs.gov/library/.  The USGS Library is evaluating SCOPUS for possible addition to our growing collection of electronic resources.  All comments and concerns during this trial period are valuable and welcomed.  Please send them to library@usgs.gov.  More information on SCOPUS, including a general description, tutorials and FAQs can be found at http://www.info.scopus.com. A Library Journal review comparing SCOPUS and Web of Science is available from http://www.libraryjournal.com/article/CA491154.html.
Notice of Special Review Requirements for Klamath Related Manuscripts:  If you submit any abstract or report that discusses research in the Klamath River Basin, please be aware that this area has been designated as a sensitive area of National Interest.  Accordingly, all manuscripts must first be approved through our Eastern Region reports approval process, and then must be approved by Dennis Lynch, Chief of the Oregon Water Science Center.  When you send your transmittal memo to the ER Branch Office, please be certain the memo indicates that the report may be of a sensitive National Interest area and that WR approval is needed.
Director's Holiday Open House:  All staff are invited to attend the Director's Holiday Open House, to be held on Tuesday, December 6, 2005, from 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. in the Director's large conference room.  Hope you can attend!

Save the Date!  BRR/ER will be holding our annual Holiday Party on Wednesday, December 14.  Details will be available in next week's newsletter.

Lunch Time Seminars:  COPE Incorporated, our Employee Assistance Program (EAP) provider, will be offering a series of lunch time seminars at the National Center, presented by Ms. Tracy Quintana, our USGS EAP Counselor and guest speakers.  All employees are invited to attend; please feel free to bring your lunch.  If you have any questions, please contact Barry Wade at x7432. 

· November 22 - Managing Holiday Stress - 12:00 noon to 1:00 p.m., Room 1B215, Learn tips to really enjoy the holidays this year and avoid unnecessary stress.  

· December 13 – Identity Theft - 12:00 noon to 1:00 p.m., Room BA102A, Learn how to protect and safeguard your identity from theft during the holiday season and throughout the year.

· January 5 - Breaking Bad Habits – 12:00 noon to 1:00 p.m., Room 1B215, To help you understand the origination of bad habits and teach you how to make lasting changes in your life.

Pre-Retirement Seminar Available in December: Space is still available for the popular and informative Pre-Retirement Seminar, to be held from 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, December 6 through Wednesday, December 7, 2005, in the National Center Auditorium. The cost for this two day class is $88.00 per person. Please use the TMS to register. Spouses are welcome to attend. Select training order for choice of payment. Please make sure your SF-182 is in complete status. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Leigh Healy at x6825 or email lhealy@usgs.gov. 

Annual Combined Federal Campaign: The Combined Federal Campaign is in full swing and will run through December 7, 2005. This year, you may use Employee Express to make your donation.  If you do, please print a copy of the pledge and turn it into Barbara Cardellichio, keyworker for our Branch, so that it is properly credited.  If you prefer to make a one time donation, checks should be made payable to the "Combined Federal Campaign" and the CFC reporting number for USGS is 4121400. Thank you for your support.

Change in Postage Rates:  The Governors of the U.S. Postal Service voted to accept the Postal Rate Commission's recommendations to increase most postal rates and fees by approximately 5.4 percent across-the-board, to take effect January 8, 2006.  The cost of postage for a first class letter will increase from 37 cents to 39 cents.  The proposed rates as presented to the Governors are posted on the APS homepage at http://internal.usgs.gov/ops/oms/postalrates2006.pdf.
New Publications from BRR/WR

Baesman, S.M., and Miller, L.G., 2005, Laboratory determination of the carbon kinetic isotope effects (KIEs) for reactions of methyl halides with various nucleophiles in solution, Journal of Atmospheric Chemistry, v. 52, p. 203-219.
Other Newly Available USGS Publications
Dudley, R.W., 2005, Streamflow Statistics for the Dennys River at Dennysville, Maine, 1955-2004, U.S. Geological Survey Open-File Report 2005-1297, 19 p.
Nolan, K.M., Gray, J.R., and Glysson, G.D., 2005, Introduction to suspended-sediment sampling, U.S. Geological Survey Scientific Investigations Report 2005-5077
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
Websites for Finding Grants:  These two websites, www.grants.gov and www.fedgrants.gov, are excellent resources for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  Both sites allow you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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