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November 7 – November 11, 2005

Seminars

Monday, November 7, Carol Kendall, USGS, Menlo Park, CA, “Tracing causes of hypoxia in riverine ecosystems using isotope techniques”, Room 5B-227, 10:00 a.m.

Tuesday, November 8, John Gray, Hydrologist, “Science, Scenery and Seafood in China, 2000-2004”, Room 5A-217, 11:30 a.m. (Brown Bag)

Wednesday, November 9, Jessica Murray, USGS, Menlo Park, “Slip on the San Andreas fault at Parkfield, California over the most recent earthquake cycle and the implications for seismic hazard”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.
NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series

Thursday, November 10, Allen Shapiro, NRP, BRR/ER, “Adventures in Fractured Rock: Is there scientific value in turning the water supply red for 1 million people in South Florida?”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m.

Upcoming Seminars

Tuesday, November 15, Richard M. Yager, USGS, Ithaca, NY, “Simulating the Effects of Halite Brine Underlying Onondaga Lake on Ground-Water Flow in a Glacial Aquifer near Syracuse, NY”, Room 5B-227, 10:00 a.m.

Wednesday, November 16, Jery R. Stedinger, School of Civil and Environmental Engineering, Cornell University, “Operational Bayesian GLS Regression for Regional Hydrologic Analyses”, Room 5B-227, 10:00 a.m.
Notices

Holiday on Friday, November 11, 2005:  This Friday, November 11, 2005, is a Federal holiday in honor of Veterans Day.
Delegation of Authority - Acting Branch Chief:  Pierre Glynn and Harry Jenter will be out of the office next week attending a Cost Center Managers Workshop.  Chris Neuzil will serve as Acting Branch Chief from Monday, November 14 - Friday, November 18.

Scheduled Electrical Power Outages this weekend at the National Center:  Affected areas will be the A, B, C & D Stacks on all floors from Saturday, November 12, 2005 from 12:01 a. m. until Sunday, November 13, 2005, 6:00 p. m.   GSA will be performing mandatory electrical repairs on our secondary low voltage sub-stations and peripheral electrical systems. On each day during the specified times, a series of electrical system power outages will occur in the identified areas in the John W. Powell Building.   Although no area will be without power for the duration of this outage on either day, these outages will be roving and random in nature.   Please note; Rohm Room, P stack, Emergency Generator Power, and UPS systems will NOT be experiencing any interruptions to house nor emergency power during this outage.  Make sure all office equipment is shut off.   Friday, November 11, 2005 is a holiday; please shut your equipment off when leaving for the day on Thursday, November 10, 2005.  However, if you are planning to work on Friday, November 11, 2005, please do not forget to take this action before leaving the office.  Please feel free to direct any questions or concerns regarding this outage to (703) 648-7502.

The outage will affect the following:

1. No power to the electrical receptacles, and any equipment operating on 120/208 and 277/480 volts.

2. No power to overhead lighting except for emergency lighting. 

3. No power to the fan systems providing heating and cooling.

4. Only, one elevator in each elevator bank will be in service, operating on emergency power.

Dr. Bob Howarth Seminar:  On Monday, December 12, at the Chesapeake Bay Foundation (CBF) Phillip Merrill Center, Dr. Bob Howarth, David R. Atkinson Professor of Ecology and Environmental Biology at Cornell University, will talk to the Chesapeake Bay community about his research on nitrogen pollution in coastal waters.  The talk will begin around 2:30 p.m.  For directions to the center, see: http://www.cbf.org/site/PageServer?pagename=about_contact_us.  Please RSVP to Maggie Kerchner by email at margaret.kerchner@noaa.gov or by phone at (410) 267-5670, if you plan to attend.

Office of Surface Water Vacancies:  OSW is advertising two Hydrologist GS-13/14 positions in Reston.  Job Announcement HQ-2006-0003 is focused on hydraulic modeling and closes on 11/21/05.  Job Announcement HQ-2006-0005 is focused on statistical hydrology and includes serving as the Global Climate Change Program Coordinator.  This announcement closes on 11/22/05.  OSW will pay relocation expenses for both positions.

CREES Request for Proposals:  USDA-Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service (CSREES) announced the FY06 National Research Initiative (NRI) Competitive Grants Program Request for Applications.  The NRI will accept applications for fundamental research, mission-linked research, and integrated research addressing key issues of national and regional importance to agriculture, forestry, and related topics.  The funds will not be distributed uniformly but targeted to specific priorities; see http://www.fedgrants.gov/Applicants/USDA/CSREES/OEP/USDA-GRANTS-101705-001/Grant.html.  Additional information about the grants, the process, and limitations for USGS can be found at http://agpractices.cr.usgs.gov/grants_opportunities.html.  Deadlines for grants of USGS interest are "Managed Ecosystems", December 18; "Soil Processes" and "Water and Watersheds", January 19; and "Air Quality", June 15.  This year between $3M and $5M is available for each topic.  Last year, the rate of successful applications was about 10%, but CSREES has indicated that it hopes to increase that rate for this year.

Emergency Leave Transfer Program for Hurricane Katrina-impacted Employees:  The President has directed the Office of Personnel Management (OPM) to establish an Emergency Leave Transfer Program (ELTP) to support federal employees impacted by Hurricane Katrina.  The U.S. Geological Survey is participating in the program and has established procedures by which employees may either donate accrued annual leave or request to be a leave recipient. Employees who wish to donate unused accrued annual leave must submit OPM Form 1638, Request to Donate Annual Leave Under the ELTP, to the ELTP coordinator in their servicing personnel office.  The form is available online at: http://www.opm.gov/forms/html/emerg.htm.  Employees who were adversely affected by Hurricane Katrina may apply for donated leave under the ELTP.  In order to become a recipient of donated leave, the employee must submit OPM Form 1637, Application to Become a Leave Recipient Under the ELTP, which is available online at: http://www.opm.gov/forms/html/emerg.htm.  The request should be routed through the employee’s supervisor for approval and then to the regional ELTP coordinator in the servicing personnel office.   The various ELTP coordinators are:

Headquarters - Nuria Barmonde, phone: 703-648-7491, fax: 703-648-5200

Eastern Region - Charlene Simpson, phone: 703-648-5248, fax: 703-648-4113

Eastern Region (Southeast) - Betty Warbington, phone: 770-409-7757, fax: 770-409-7771

Central Region - Darlene Welton, phone: 303-236-9583, fax: 303-236-5926

Western Region - Rose Wheeler, phone: 650-329-4084, fax: 650-329-5497
2006 Health Benefits Open Season Health Fair:  Federal Employees Health Benefits (FEHB) open season will be held from November 14, 2005 through December 12, 2005.  During open season, all eligible employees who are not currently enrolled may enroll.  All eligible enrollees may change from one plan or option to another, from self-only to self and family, or make a combination of these changes.  The 2006 Health Benefits Open Season Health Fair will be held on November 15, 2005, in Room B102A, from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm.  To assist you in making a decision regarding your health plan, representatives will be on hand to answer questions and distribute their 2006 plan materials.  If you have any questions, please contact Ann Kelsey at x7410 or Charlotte Watson at x4386.

FSAFEDS Open Season, November 14 - December 12, 2005: "FSAFEDS" (Flexible Spending Accounts) is a straight tax-reduction program to encourage federal workers to make sure that funds are placed aside for vision/dental/medical expenses.  Depending on one's tax rate, it results in savings of between 20% and 40% on eligible out-of-pocket expenses.  The benefits that FSAFEDS has to offer include: 

· Dependent care account to pay for daycare and/or elder care expenses for your dependents. 

· Health care account to pay for eligible medical expenses including over-the-counter medicines and physician and prescription co-payments 

· A higher maximum annual election for the health care account for 2006:  $5,000 

· 2 ½ more months to use your balance:  more time to incur expenses, so less chance of forfeiting funds 

· The May 31 filing deadline:  more time to get your receipts together and send in claims.

Visit https://www.fsafeds.com/fsafeds/index.asp to learn more about the FSAFEDS Program.

Walk In Flu Shot Clinic:  All Federal Employees are eligible for a free flu shot beginning today, Monday, November 7 at the Health Unit, room 1B205.  The flu shots are offered Mondays from 9 a.m. - 11:00 a.m, and Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.  Contractors and retired employees may not receive flu shots from the National Center Health Unit.  Call the Health Clinic at x 7333 if you have any questions.

Annual Combined Federal Campaign:  It's that time of year again!  The Combined Federal Campaign begins tomorrow, Tuesday, November 1 with a Charity Fair and runs through December 7, 2005.  In the next few days, we will begin distributing your CFC Catalog and Pledge Card.  Please take a few minutes to look through the catalog, read the descriptions of the over 3,200 charities and discover the wide range of organizations that truly need your help.  You can select organizations that impact just your neighborhood or community or organizations that affect the nation and the world.  This year we are encouraging employee donors to submit their pledges online via Employee Express.  This is a quick and easy process and minimizes errors with inputting data later.  If you use Employee Express, please print a copy of the pledge and turn it into Barbara Cardellichio, keyworker for our Branch, so that it is properly credited.  If you prefer to make a one time donation, checks should be made payable to the "Combined Federal Campaign" and the CFC reporting number for USGS is 4121400.  Thank you for your support.

Annual Thanksgiving Food Drive:  For the past three years, the Branch has collected food donations for FISH (Friendly Instant Sympathetic Help), which serves the Reston-Herndon area.  We would like to continue this tradition for people who are less fortunate than we at holiday time.  Please help with this food drive by providing Thanksgiving canned and packaged non-perishables, including instant potatoes, canned vegetables, meats, and gravy, and other items appropriate for a Thanksgiving meal.  Also, FISH especially has requested peanut butter, jelly, juices and dry cereals as food for children.  Please deliver by Tuesday, November 15th.  Also, if anyone is looking for short-time volunteer opportunities over the holidays, FISH needs volunteers to collect, sort, wrap gifts, and help distribute their food and gift boxes.  The boxes for our Thanksgiving collection are located in Barbara's office.  Marge Shapira has further information and phone numbers for volunteer contacts.  Thanks again for your support.

New Publications from BRR/ER

Bekins, B.A., Cozzarelli, I.M., and Curtis, G. P., 2005, A simple method for calculating growth rates of petroleum hydrocarbon plumes, Ground Water, v. 43, no. 6, 817-826., Click Here for Abstract
New Publications from BRR/CR

Hart, R.J., Taylor, H.E., Antweiler, R.C., Graham, D.D., Fisk, G.G., Riggins, S.G., and Flynn, M.E., 2005, Sediment Chemistry of the Colorado River Delta of Lake Powell, Utah, 2001: U.S. Geological Survey Open-File Report No. 2005-1178, 33 p.
Morin, R.H., and Wilkens, R.H., 2005, Structure and stress state of Hawaiian island basalts penetrated by the Hawaii Scientific Drilling Project deep core hole:  Journal of Geophysical Research, v. 110, doi:10.1029/2004JB003410., Click Here for Abstract

Wright, S.A., Melis, T.S., Topping, D.J., and Rubin, D.M., 2005, Influence of Glen Canyon Dam operations on downstream sand resources of the Colorado River in the Grand Canyon inGloss, S.P., Lovich, J.E., and Melis, T.S., eds., The state of the Colorado River ecosystem in Grand Canyon:  U.S. Geological Survey Circular 1282, p.17-31.
New Publications from BRR/WR

Antweiler, R.C., Smith, R.L., Voytek, M.A., Böhlke, J.K., and Richards, K.D., 2004, Water-Quality data from two agricultural drainage basins in northwestern Indiana and northeastern Illinois: I. Lagrangian data, 1999-2002: U.S. Geological Survey Open-File Report 2004-1317, 206 p., Click Here for Report
Antweiler, R.C., Smith, R.L., Voytek, M.A., and Böhlke, J.K., 2005, Water-Quality data from two agricultural drainage basins in northwestern Indiana and northeastern Illinois: II. Diel data, 1999-2001: U.S. Geological Survey Open-File Report 2005-1053, 114 p., Click Here for Report
Antweiler, R.C., Smith, R.L., Voytek, M.A., Böhlke, J.K., and Dupre, D.H. 2005, Water-Quality data from two agricultural drainage basins in northwestern Indiana and northeastern Illinois: III. Biweekly data, 2000-2002: U.S. Geological Survey Open-File Report 2005-1197, 66 p., Click Here for Report
Scanlon, B.R., Reedy, R.C., Stonestrom, D.A., Prudic, D.E., and Dennehy, K.F., 2005, Impact of land use and land cover change on groundwater recharge and quality in the southwestern US:  Global Change Biology, v. 11, p. 1,577-1,593., Click Here for Article

Webb, R.H., Griffiths, P.G., Magirl, C.S., and Hanks, T.C., 2005, Debris flows in the Grand Canyon and the rapids of the Colorado River inGloss, S.P., Lovich, J.E., and Melis, T.S., eds., The state of the Colorado River ecosystem in Grand Canyon:  U.S. Geological Survey Circular 1282, p. 139-152.

Webb, R.H., Hereford, R., and McCabe, G.J., 2005, Climatic fluctuations, drought, and flow in the Colorado River inGloss, S.P., Lovich, J.E., and Melis, T.S., eds., The state of the Colorado River ecosystem in Grand Canyon:  U.S. Geological Survey Circular 1282, p. 57-68.
Other Newly Available USGS Publications

Hodgkins, G.A., Dudley, R.W., and Loiselle, M.C., 2005, Historical Late-Winter and Spring Snowpack Depth and Equivalent Water-Content Date Maine: U.S. Geological Survey Open-File Report No. 2005-1259, 80 p., Click Here for Report
Hodgkins, G.A., and Dudley, R.W., 2005, Changes in the Magnitude of Annual and Monthly Streamflows in New England, 1902-2002, U.S. Geological Survey Scientific Investigations Report 2005-5135, 44 p., Click Here for Report
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
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