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Seminars

Tuesday, May 31, Dr. Helen French, Norwegian Centre for Soil and Environmental Research (Jordforsk), “Solute transport in the unsaturated zone during snowmelt, modeling and field work including electrical resistivity measurements”, Room 5B-227, 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday, June 1, Dr. Susan G. Conard, USDA/FS National Program Leader, “Joint Fire Science Program and National Fire Plan Research—Working together to meet management needs”, Visitors Center, 10:00 a.m.
NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series

Thursday, June 2, Chris E. Neuzil, NRP, BRR/ER, “How Low Can You Go? The Wacky World of Low Permeability*”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m. (* This talk is Gaso-flamograph Free)
Notices

Congratulations to:

· Nancy Simon Awarded Patent for Decontamination Matrix:  Nancy Simon, along with co-inventor Michalann Harthill of BRD, who received patent number 6,896,813 on May 24, 2005, for a water-decontamination matrix that removes arsenic.  The patent, "Sorbant Sequestration and Removal of Toxic Metal Ions", can be found at http://free.patentfetcher.com/Patent-Fetcher-Form.php and then you must type in 6,896,813.  Congratulations, Nancy!
· Michelle Walvoord Named Subaru Outstanding Woman in Science:  Our Central Region NRP colleague, Michelle Walvoord, has been named Subaru Outstanding Woman in Science for 2005 by the Geological Society of America (GSA).  The award is presented to a woman that has impacted the field of the geosciences in a major way based on her Ph.D. research. Women are eligible for the first 3 years following their degree. The award will be presented at the GSA Annual Meeting in Salt Lake City this October. Congratulations, Michelle!
· Paul Hsieh Elected GSA Fellow:  Our BRR/WR colleague Paul Hsieh was one of 40 members elected to Geological Society of America (GSA) Fellowship on May 14, 2005.  The newly elected Fellows will be announced in the July issue of GSA Today. They will also be recognized at the Presidential Address and Awards Ceremony at the GSA Annual Meeting in Salt Lake City on Saturday, October 15.  Congratulations, Paul!
Welcome back to Vince Lai:  We have a new Scientist Emeritus returning to the fold, Dr. Vincent Lai.  Vince retired from BRR/ER in March, 1993. After serving as a Visiting Professor at the National Taiwan University, Vince has returned to continue his work on Basin-wide unsteady river-channel flow modeling.  He will be temporarily assigned to 1B219.  Stop by to say hello and “welcome back!”

Reports Tune-up Class to be held in BRR/ER:  Dorothy Tepper, Reports Improvement Advisor for the Northeastern Region, will present a 4-hour Reports Tune-up Class for BRR/ER on Wednesday, June 22, in Room 5B-227.  Topics to be covered include:

· Getting Started Writing a Report/Technical Writing Advice

· Report Writing Resources

· Illustrations and Fact Sheets

· Bureauwide Report Series

· Policy Issues and Copyright Issues

· Common Grammatical, Punctuation, and Spelling Errors

There is no charge for the class.  Please contact Barbara Cardellichio at (703) 648-5993 or at bcardell@usgs.gov to sign up.

Annual Science Plan for Geology for Fiscal Year 2006 now available: This report is a summary of all new and continuing activities and estimated funding for USGS Geology Programs.  It can be found on the web at http://geology.usgs.gov/usgs/fy_plans/FY06plan/GDAnnualSciencePlan06final.doc
10-year Science Plan for Geography now available: This report presents a science strategy for the geographic research of the USGS for the years 2005-2015. It can be found on the web at http://geography.usgs.gov/documents/USGSGeographySciencePlan.pdf
SRTM -Data Validation and Applications Workshop:  The Land Remote Sensing Program is cosponsoring a workshop entitled "The Shuttle Radar Topography Mission - Data Validation and Applications," on June 14-16, 2005 at the National Center Auditorium.  The purpose of the event is to document the mission's data quality and characteristics, and to describe applications benefiting from the data. The event includes oral presentations, a poster session, and a tour of the Udvar-Hazy Center of the Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum.  The deadline for the workshop registration is Friday, June 3.  Further information can be obtained from the conference website at http://edc.usgs.gov/conferences/SRTM/
Deadlines for Submission of FY 2005 Requisitions and FY 2006 Requisitions with October 1, 2005 Starts:
· June 10 - Exercise of priced contract options with a start date of October 1, 2005 (FY 2006 requirements)
· June 29 - Purchase orders $25,001 - $100,000
· July 29 - Purchase orders $2,501 - $25,000; New interagency agreements
· August 5 - Interagency agreement modifications
· August 12 - Modifications to purchase orders; Requests to deobligate funds (any amount) from contracts, purchase orders, grants, and cooperative agreements

· August 26 - Requisitions for services less than $2,500 and construction less than $2,000

· September 2 - Firm funding required for requisitions marked “Process-to-Point of Award”

All FY 2006 requisitions must be submitted 45 days prior to expiration of current order and 60 days prior if over $25,000.
The Lazy, Hazy, Crazy Days of Summer Picnic:  Tickets are on sale now for “The Lazy, Hazy, Crazy Days of Summer” the BRR/ER summer picnic, to be held on Thursday, June 23, 2005, on the patio over the cafeteria, from 3:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. Our picnic will be catered by Famous Dave's Barbecue, and will be served promptly at 4:00 p.m.  Tickets are $13.50 per person and can be obtained from Pam Smith at Mail Stop 430, Margaret Grieshaber at Mail Stop 431 and Judy Palmer at Mail Stop 432. Children under 10 are free, so we hope you bring your family and friends to join in our Great Dessert Bake-off, our Volleyball games, relay races, guessing games and more. Rain or shine!

The Great Dessert Bake Off:  Start searching your recipe books now for that unique and delicious dessert recipe to enter in our BRR/ER Great Dessert Bake Off.  Rules:  Contestants must be a BRR/ER staff member or immediate relative of a staff member; your entry must be homemade; and serve at least 8 persons.  Prizes will be awarded by our well qualified trio of judges, Pierre Glynn, Harry Jenter and Tom Yanosky.  All entries must be delivered to Sandy Blackwell at MS 431 by 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, June 23 for judging, and the winners will be announced at the picnic.  These entries will then be served as dessert at the picnic; first come, first served.  Please contact Sandy at x5672 for further information.  We hope you decide to join in the fun and submit an entry!
DOI July 4th Celebration Ticket Lottery:  All Washington Metro-area Department of the Interior employees are eligible to enter a drawing for tickets to the Department’s annual July Fourth Celebration.  There will be 2 celebrations again this year – one on the Main Interior Building roof terrace and one on the South Interior Building terrace and lawn.   Both events include hot dogs, cookies, ice cream and drinks and music.  Additional details and registration are available at https://doi1.ios.doi.gov/lottery.nsf, All entries must be submitted by close of business Monday, June 13, 2005. Winners will be notified and receive their tickets through their bureaus/offices no later than FRIDAY, June 24, 2005.
New Publications from BRR/ER

Gingerich, S.B., and Voss, C.I., 2005, Three-dimensional variable-density flow simulation of a coastal aquifer in southern Oahu, USA,  Hydrogeology Journal, v. 13, p. 436-450
Simon, N.S., 2005, Loosely Bound Oxytetracycline in Riverine Sediments from Two Tributaries of the Chesapeake Bay, Environ. Sci. Technol., vol. 39(10), p. 3480 -3487 Click Here for Article
New Publications from BRR/WR

Oremland, R.S., Kulp, T.R., Blum, J.S., Hoeft, S.E., Baesman, S., Miller, L.G., and Stoltz, J.F., 2005, A microbial arsenic cycle in a salt-saturated, extreme environment:  Science, v. 308, p. 1,305-1,308.

Osterkamp, W.R., and Morton, R.A., 2005, Mining of coastal materials in Schwartz, M.L., ed., Encyclopedia of Coastal Science:  Dordrecht, The Netherlands, p. 645-647.

White A.F., Schulz M.S., Vivit D.V., Blum A.E., Stonestrom D.A., and Harden, J., 2005, Chemical weathering rates of a soil chronosequence on granitic alluvium:  III Hydrochemical evolution and contemporary solute fluxes and rates:  Geochimica et Cosmochimica Acta, v. 69, p. 1,975-1,996.

Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
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