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May 23 – May 27, 2005

Upcoming Seminars
Tuesday, May 31, Dr. Helen French, Norwegian Centre for Soil and Environmental Research (Jordforsk), “Solute transport in the unsaturated zone during snowmelt, modeling and field work including electrical resistivity measurements”, Room 5B-227, 11:00 a.m.
NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series

Thursday, June 2, Chris E. Neuzil, NRP, BRR/ER, “How Low Can You Go? The Wacky World of Low Permeability*”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m. (* This talk is Gaso-flamograph Free)
Important Dates

National Center Power Outages, Memorial Day Weekend:  Facilities has announced widespread, roving and random power outages throughout the National Center in Reston on Saturday, May 28th and Sunday, May 29th.  These outages will include the building's UPS and Emergency Generator Power.  Consequently, all office equipment (e.g., PCs, copiers, fax machines, etc.) should be turned off before leaving work on Friday, May 27, 2005.   When power is restored, the surge could damage sensitive equipment.  Laboratory managers should make appropriate arrangements.

Notices

Acting Chief Hydrologist and Acting Branch Chief:  Harry Jenter will serve as Acting Chief Scientist for Hydrology and Acting Branch Chief this week, as Matt Larsen and Pierre Glynn are on travel.
Welcome Aboard to:

· Eric Jaeschke, a new Biological Science Aid working for Nancy Simon. Eric will be located in room 5B321.  He is a student at West Virginia University in Morgantown, WV, and if that last name sounds familiar, it’s because he is the son of our own Jeanne Jaeschke.  Please extend a warm welcome to Eric.

· Sean Feeney, a new summer student working with Lenny Konikow's project on ground-water depletion.  Sean is a senior at UVA, majoring in Civil Engineering and Environmental Sciences.  He will be working in the upstairs bullpen, 5B132, and will be at extension 4896.  Please stop by to welcome him to the Branch!
Call for Papers - American Institute of Hydrology Annual Meeting & International Conference:  Abstracts are being accepted for the AIH Annual Meeting and International Conference, “Challenges in Coastal Hydrology and Water Quality”, to be held May 21-24, 2006 in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  Abstracts must be submitted no later than July 15, 2005.  Submission instructions and additional conference information can be found at http://www.aihydro.org/conference.htm.

USDA Forest Service Research Hydrologist Position Available:  The Director of the Wildlife, Fish, Water and Air Research Staff (FS R&D) is recruiting for a research hydrologist for a term of up to 2 years.  The incumbent will work closely with the National Program Leaders for Watershed, Aquatic Habitat and Atmospheric Science Research to review emerging issues of hydrology and watershed management and the needs of the agency for the future; synthesize information on the role of forests and forest management in mitigating hydrologic responses to extreme events; identify future uses for FS long-term hydrologic databases; and other special projects and studies as directed. A Ph.D. is required.  The position is located in the national headquarters of the USDA Forest Service, Arlington, VA.  The salary range is $88,369-$135,136.  For further information about the duties and responsibilities of the position, please contact Sam Foster at 702-605-5277 or gfoster@fs.fed.us.  To express interest in the position, please submit a resume and response to Marty Longan at 703-605-4180 or mlongan@fs.fed.us by no later than June 15, 2005.
NSF Request for Proposals, Long Term Research in Environmental Biology (LTERB):  The Division of Environmental Biology encourages the submission of proposals aimed at generating long time series of biological and environmental data that address particular ecological and evolutionary processes. NSF will support competitively reviewed projects that continue critical and novel long-term data collection aimed at resolving important issues in environmental biology.  LTREB awards are not to exceed $90,000 per year (direct and indirect costs) or $450,000 over the initial 5-year (60 month) effort. NSF anticipates making 8-12 awards annually for a total of $3,000,000.  Full Proposal Target Dates are July 18, 2005, January 9 and July 9 annually thereafter.  Proposal guidelines can be found at http://www.nsf.gov/publications/pub_summ.jsp?ods_key=nsf05583.  Further information can be obtained from Jess Zimmerman, Program Director, Directorate for Biological Sciences, Division of Environmental Biology, telephone: (703) 292-8481, fax: (703) 292-9064, email: jzimmerm@nsf.gov.
Discussion of NSF NEON Status and Plans:  Elizabeth Blood, NSF Program Coordinator for the National Ecological Observatory Network (NEON), and Bruce Hayden, NEON Principal Investigator, will make a presentation and host a discussion with all interested parties on the status and future plans of NEON on Thursday, June 2, from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. in 2A-405, Geography's conference room.

OSTP White Paper on Fresh Water Availability:  The President's Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP) recently released a white paper on “Science and Technology to Support Fresh Water Availability in the United States”.  The committee responsible for the report was co-chaired by Bob Hirsch, and Glenn Patterson served as executive secretary. A PDF file of the report is available at http://www.ostp.gov/NSTC/html/swaqreport_2-1-05.pdf
Scholarships for Masters and PhD Research:  The National University of Singapore is encouraging applicants interested in conducting research on sediment and nutrient fluxes in monsoonal rivers and/or aspects of environmental change in the Tropics to apply for the university's scholarship program.  The program accepts applications on a twice-per-year cycle, with the next deadline for applications being May 31, 2005 (to commence studies in January 2006).  The scholarship program is competitive, but is open to all nationalities.  Details can be found at http://www.fas.nus.edu.sg/grad/pro_grad_res_scholarship.htm.  Please contact Associate Professor David Higgitt (geodlh@nus.edu.sg) for further details.
Student Resumes:  The Branch has received resumes from the following students looking for summer employment with USGS:

· A junior at Oakton High School, who has accumulative GPA of 4.0.  She has received Fairfax County’s Top Achievers Award 2004, Academic Letter Award 2004, and was also Oakton High School’s nominee for the Rensselaer Medal Award.
· A freshman at Kettering University looking for a position in the field of Chemistry.  

· A junior at Tufts University, who is currently abroad at University College London through a Tufts program.  She is majoring in Civil Engineering with a minor in Geology and has taken two semesters of basic geology and one of structural geology.

· An undergraduate at the University of Texas looking for general employment in the USGS.  He has experience in designing, managing, and updating websites and online courses.

· A freshman at Virginia Tech, who is majoring in Geography and is interested in gaining knowledge and experience in GIS.  He is also an Eagle Scout.

The Lazy, Hazy, Crazy Days of Summer Picnic: Get ready for an old fashioned picnic at the second annual BRR/ER Picnic “The Lazy, Hazy, Crazy Days of Summer” to be held on Thursday, June 23, 2005, on the patio over the cafeteria, from 3:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.  Our picnic will be catered by Famous Dave's Barbecue, and will be served promptly at 4:00 p.m.  We promise there will be enough food for everyone, and vegetarian selections as well.  Tickets go on sale next Tuesday, May 31 (price to be determined) from Pam Smith at Mail Stop 430, Sandy Blackwell at Mail Stop 431 and Marge Shapira at Mail Stop 432.  Children under 10 are free, so we hope you bring your family and friends to join in our Dessert Baking Contest, our Volleyball games, relay races, guessing games and more.  We had 85 people attend last year's picnic, so don't miss out on the fun!

Pre-Retirement Seminar:  Sponsored by DOI, this popular seminar will take place on August 23 - 24, 2005 at the National Center Auditorium. The cost is $89.00 per person, and spouses are encouraged to attend.  The seminar runs from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. each day.  To register please go to the TMS system:  https://gsvaresa08.er.usgs.gov/WebForms/Pertrain.nsf/.  Please contact Leigh Healy at x6825 or lhealy@usgs.gov with any questions or for further information.  

Thinking of buying or selling a home?  On Thursday, June 2, 2005, the Interior Federal Credit Union will be giving a home buying seminar from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in Room 1B215 at the National Center.  There will be Real Estate Information and Services, Loan Information and Services, and experts available to answer any questions you may have about buying or selling a home.  Please RSVP by May 27, 2005 by e-mail - zye@doifcu.org or phone at 202-208-3936.  Please bring a bag lunch and the Credit Union will provide dessert and drinks.  You do not have to be a Credit Union member to attend, please see http://www.doifcu.org for more information on the DOIFCU.

New Publications from BRR/ER

Zinn, B.A. and Konikow, L.F., 2005, MODFLOW Data Extractor Program, U.S. Geological Survey Open-File Report 2005-1143 Click Here for Article
New Publications from BRR/WR

Jackson, S.T., Betancourt, J.L., Lyford, M.E., and Gray, S.E., and Rylander, K.A., 2005, A 40,000-year woodrat-midden record of vegetational and biogeographic dynamics in northeastern Utah:  Journal of Biogeography, v. 32, p. 1,085-1,106

Other Newly Available Publications

Dausman, A. and Langevin, C.D., 2005, Movement of the Saltwater Interface in the Surficial Aquifer System in Response to Hydrologic Stresses and Water-Management Practices, Broward County, Florida, U.S. Geological Survey Scientific Investigations Report 2004-5256, 73 p. Click Here for Article
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
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