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Seminars

Tuesday, May 17, Marion Gray, Armed Forces Institute of Pathology, Washington DC, and Dept. of Public Health, Wellington School of Medicine and Health Sciences, University of Otago, Wellington, New Zealand, “The Roles of Cadmium, Arsenic, Zinc and Selenium in Disease: Emerging Research in Medical Geology”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.
NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series

Thursday, May 19, Richard B. Winston, NRP, BRR/ER, “Design of a Graphical User Interface for a Reactive Transport Modeling Program”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m.

Important Dates

Chief Scientist for Hydrology All-Hands Meeting: Please be reminded of the All Hands Meeting with Matt Larsen, our Chief Scientist for Hydrology, on Wednesday, May 18 at 10:00 a.m. in the National Center Auditorium.  Matt plans to use this opportunity to introduce himself, meet staff and scientists, provide a routine briefing from NRP Headquarters and answer any questions you have.

National Center Power Outages, Memorial Day Weekend:  Facilities has announced widespread, roving and random power outages throughout the National Center in Reston on Saturday, May 28th and Sunday, May 29th.  These outages will include the building's UPS and Emergency Generator Power.  Consequently, all office equipment (e.g., PCs, copiers, fax machines, etc.) should be turned off before leaving work on Friday, May 27, 2005.   When power is restored, the surge could damage sensitive equipment.  Laboratory managers should make appropriate arrangements.

Deadline Extended for OCSH Job Opportunity:  The deadline has been extended for Pierre Glynn’s former position until May 20, 2005.  It is advertised concurrently on the USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) website http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ as position HQ-2005-0119, GS-1315-14/15 (Hydrologist) and as position HQ-2005-0122, GS-1301-14/15 (Physical Scientist).
Notices

Vacancy, Director, VA Water Science Center: This position is advertised as an internal vacancy on the USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/.  It is announced as ER-2005-0176, Supervisory Hydrologist (GS-1315-14/15), as ER-2005-0177, Supervisory Physical Scientist (GS-1301-14/15) and as ER-2005-0178, Supervisory Biologist (GS-0401-14/15)
Streamflow Trends Fact Sheets: The U.S. Geological Survey has issued four new fact sheets that summarize the results of recent USGS studies exploring trends in the amount and timing of streamflow in the United States. These reports underscore the importance of historical data on how best to utilize water resources to meet our current and future needs.  The four reports and the Web addresses are: 
· Streamflow Trends in the United States at http://pubs.water.usgs.gov/fs2005-3017/ 

· Changes in Streamflow Timing in New England During the 20th Century at http://pubs.water.usgs.gov/fs2005-3019/ 

· Changes in Streamflow Timing in the Western United States in Recent Decades at http://pubs.water.usgs.gov/fs2005-3018/ 

· Trends in the Water Budget of the Mississippi River Basin, 1949-1997 at http://pubs.water.usgs.gov/fs2005-3020/
NABS/AGU Special Session on Ecological Responses to Hydrologic Alterations: A special session, entitled "Understanding Ecological Responses to Hydrologic Alteration in Streams and Rivers", will be held at the joint North American Benthological Society/American Geophysical Union meeting to be held next week in New Orleans.  The overall dates of the meeting are May 22-27.  The special session will be held on Tuesday (May 24) and Wednesday (May 25). The session is a follow-up to the Eastern Region workshop on the same topic held in Herndon, Virginia during February, 2005.   The session will have 5 invited talks, 11 contributed talks, a moderated panel discussion, and 16 posters; a wide variety of organizations will be represented, as well as international participation that includes Italy, Australia, Brazil, United Kingdom, and Canada.  Please contact Marty Gurtz (703-648-5113, megurtz@usgs.gov) for additional details.
AAAS and HHMI Grant-finding Website:  The American Association for the Advancement of Science and the Howard Hughes Medical Institute sponsor the GrantsNet website at http://www.grantsnet.org.  This site hosts a searchable, continuously-updated database of training and research funding opportunities for graduate students, post-doctoral fellows and junior faculty.  The site documents grant opportunities from private foundations and organizations, as well as from U.S. government grant-making agencies in the sciences.
Reports Tune-up Class, Solicitation of Interest:  Dorothy Tepper has offered to present a 4-hour version of her Reports Tune-up Class, tailored toward topics of interest to BRR/ER authors, on Wednesday, June 22.  We would like to get an idea of how many individuals are interested and able to attend.  If you would like to attend this course on June 22, please let Harry Jenter (x5916 or hjenter@usgs.gov) know on or before Friday, May 20.  If there is sufficient interest, we will confirm Dorothy's availability and schedule the course.

U.S. Climate Change Science Program (CCSP) Workshop "Climage Science in Support of Decision Making":  This workshop will be held on November 14-16, 2005 at the Crystal Gateway Marriott, 1700 Jefferson Davis Highway in Arlington, VA.   The workshop web site is http://www.climatescience.gov/workshop2005/announcement.htm.  The site indicates that a Call for Contributed Presentations will be issued by June 1, 2005.

All Employee COOP training postponed:  The National Center Continuity of Operations Plan (COOP) training previously announced and planned for May 24 and 26 will now be held on September 20 and 22, and will be integrated with the Occupant Emergency Plan (OEP) training normally held each fall.  This joint training will discuss employee responsibilities, and will compare and contrast the two plans.

Coronary Risk Blood Work and Physical Exams offered at USGS at no charge:  This is a reminder that the National Center Health Unit provides the following services to National Center employees at no charge:  (1) Annual Lipid Profile Blood Work (coronary risk profile blood work) consisting of total cholesterol, triglycerides, HDL, LDL, cholesterol/HDL ratio and blood glucose, (2) An online Health Risk Appraisal, and (3) Physical Exams are offered to National Center employees every three years.  If you have any questions or would like to schedule an appointment, please contact the new Health Unit Nurse Coordinator, Laura Carter, at 703-648-7333.

Student Resumes:  The Branch has received resumes from the following students looking for summer employment with USGS:

· A senior at Liberty University, majoring in Pre-Law and Criminal Justice.  Last summer he worked at the USGS in the office of Regional Geologist, Minerals Information Team, where he helped develop a database for a digital map of various commodities.  He also has experience in using GIS tools.
· A graduating senior at Notre Dame, who is an Environmental Geosciences major.  He has completed course work in Environmental Impact of Resource Utilization, Geophysics, Surficial Processes, Groundwater Hydrology, Geomicrobiology, and Environmental Justice.
· A freshman at Ohio University, who is interested in geology and geography.  She has worked as a terrain specialist analyst, where she analyzed drainage basins using DEMs and the RiverTools software.

· A junior at Howard University, who is expected to graduate in 2006 with a B.S. in Civil Engineering.  He is currently working as a field data collector at Howard University’s Transportation Research Center.
The Lazy, Hazy, Crazy Days of Summer Picnic:  The BRR/ER Picnic Planning Committee is hard at work preparing for our Thursday, June 23, 2005, picnic, to be held on the patio over the cafeteria, from 3:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.  More details later regarding ticket sales and activities, but the Dessert Contest will be back, so start searching for your best recipe.  Mark your calendars now and invite your families and significant others for an old fashioned summer picnic, ants and all!  We still have space on the committee for anyone who would care to help with planning the festivities, so please call Barbara at x5993 if you'd like to join in.

New Publications from BRR/CR

Monroe, S.A., Antweiler, R.C., Hart, R.J., Taylor, H.E., Truini, M., Rihs, J.R., and Felger, T.J., 2005, Chemical characteristics of ground-water discharge along the south rim of the Grand Canyon in Grand Canyon National Park, Arizona, 2000-2001: U.S. Geological Survey Scientific Investigations Report 2004-5146, 59 p.

New Publications from BRR/WR
Dettinger, M.D., 2005, Changes in streamflow timing in the western United States in recent decades:  U.S. Geological Survey Fact Sheet 2005-3018.

Lundquist, J.D., and Dettinger, M.D., 2005, How snowpack heterogeneity affects diurnal streamflow timing:  Water Resources Research, v. 41, doi:10.1029/2004WR003649 Click Here for Article
Palandri, J.L., and Kharaka, Y.K., 2005, Ferric iron-bearing sediments as a mineral trap for CO2 sequestration:  Iron reduction using sulfur-bearing waste gas:  Chemical Geology, v. 217, p. 351-364.

Other Newly Available Publications

Arai, Y., Sparks, D.L., and Davis, J.A., 2005, Arsenate adsorption mechanisms at the allophane-water interface:  Environmental Science and Technology, v. 39, p. 2,537-2,544.

DeSimone, L., 2005, People and Water in the Assabet River Basin, Eastern Massachusetts, U.S. Geological Survey Scientific Fact Sheet 2004-3034 

Dettinger, M., 2005, Changes in Streamflow Timing in the Western United States in Recent Decades, U.S. Geological Survey Scientific Fact Sheet 2004-3018 Click Here for Article
Kane, R.L., 2005, Floods in Southwest-Central Florida from Hurricane Frances, September 2004, U.S. Geological Survey Scientific Fact Sheet 2004-3028 Click Here for Article
Stewart, I., Cayan, D., and Dettinger, M.D., 2005, Changes towards earlier streamflow timing across western North America:  Journal of Climate, v. 18, p. 1,136-1,155 Click Here for Article
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
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