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Seminars
Wednesday, May 3, Jennifer McIntosh, Post Doctoral Research Fellow, Johns Hopkins University, “Hydrogeochemistry of Upper Devonian microbial gas plays in glaciated North American sedimentary basins”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.
NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series

Thursday, May 5, Kenny Eng, NRP, BRR/ER, “Regional estimates of low-flow and flood characteristics at ungaged basins”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m.

Important Deadlines

For those of you who missed the Safety Training deadline:  USGS employees have reported difficulties trying to meet the April 30 deadline for completing the safety orientation training available at the DOI University web site http://www.doiu.nbc.gov.  To help with this problem, an internal USGS site has been loaded with the CD: http://internal.usgs.gov/ops/safetynet/training/.  This is not an official training site, so you must turn in a hard copy of your completion certificate to Barbara Cardellichio to gain credit for completing the courses.

Deadline Extended for OCSH Job Opportunity:  The deadline has been extended for Pierre Glynn’s former position until May 20, 2005.  It is advertised concurrently on the USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) website http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ as position HQ-2005-0119, GS-1315-14/15 (Hydrologist) and as position HQ-2005-0122, GS-1301-14/15 (Physical Scientist).
Notices
Chief Scientist's All Hands Meeting:  Our new Chief Scientist for Hydrology, Matt Larsen, will hold an All-Hands meeting at 10:00 AM on Wednesday, May 18, 2005 in the Auditorium.  The purpose of Matt's meeting is to introduce himself, give a routine briefing from HQ, answer questions, meet BRR/ER staff and scientists, and to learn about the science being conducted here.
Petroleum News Weekly Newspaper:  The Energy Program Office has renewed a Bulk Electronic Subscription for this weekly newspaper.  Petroleum News provides coverage of Alaska and northwest Canada petroleum news events.  An electronic subscription allows individuals to receive the electronic version of Petroleum News' weekly newspaper each Friday and provides access to Petroleum News’ searchable archive files.  If you are interested in signing up for this subscription, please contact Harry Jenter, hjenter@usgs.gov, for the URL and password.
Climate Change Science Program Workshop:  The Climate Change Science Program (CCSP) coordinates and integrates scientific research on changes in climate and related systems and is sponsored by 13 participating departments and agencies of the U.S. government, including the Department of the Interior.  The CCSP will hold a workshop on "Climate Science in Support of Decisionmaking" on November 14-16, 2005, in Arlington, Virginia.  Visit their website for an HTML version of the announcement and a flyer in PDF:

· http://www.climatescience.gov/workshop2005/announcement.htm
· http://www.climatescience.gov/workshop2005/CCSPworkshop2005.pdf
Instructions on how to submit abstracts will be posted by June 1 at <www.climatescience.gov/workshop2005/contribpres.htm>.
Integrated Model Survey:  The USGS Geography Discipline is conducting an "integrated model" survey.  The goal of the survey is to produce a comprehensive, descriptive database of models (and applications) being used by USGS scientists in all disciplines and all regions.   They are asking everyone involved in modeling activities to contribute to the database.  For more information and the on-line survey, go to http://internal.wr.usgs.gov/geography/model_apps/.
New Website on 1923 USGS Grand Canyon Expedition:   Did you know that the first USGS expedition through the Grand Canyon was in 1923, when a team of two USGS topographers, one USGS hydrologist, one university geologist, and six crewmen made the first survey of the Colorado River through the canyon?  It was also the first successful attempt to navigate the waters of the Grand Canyon since 1911.  Over the course of eleven weeks, the expedition braved 251 miles of rapids, “man-killing” portages, and an unexpected flood.  A USGS website about the expedition is now available at http://geography.wr.usgs.gov/outreach/grandcanyon.  For more information about the expedition, contact the USGS Earth Science Information Center (ESIC) at 650-329-4309.

Call for Abstracts - Mississippi River Basin Nutrients Science Workshop: A 3-day workshop will be held to assess the state of the science regarding the fate and effect of nutrients (nitrogen and phosphorus) in large rivers in the Mississippi River Basin (including the Mississippi, Missouri, and Ohio Rivers as well as other major tributaries). The workshop will review the available science from government, academia, industry and environmental organizations and participants will seek to identify the best and most expedient approach(es) to develop nutrient water quality standards to protect the Mississippi River Basin and the Gulf of Mexico.  EPA expects that the outcome of this workshop will be a report that establishes a clear roadmap for a collaborative effort to set standards and possible approaches for nutrients in the Mississippi River Basin.  Topics to be covered include:

· The Status of Nutrient Criteria Development in the States 

· The Science Behind Nutrient Criteria Derivation in Large Rivers

· The Science of Nutrients in the Upper and Lower Mississippi River Basins 

· The Science of Nutrients in the Gulf of Mexico: the Far-field Downstream Effect 

· The Approaches Needed to Address the Downstream Effect of Nutrients 

Please submit individual abstracts on the topics listed above.  The abstract should be no more than 400 words and include the following information:

· Presentation title

· Author(s)

· Topic area (select from the topics listed above)

· Name of principal presenter (do not list all authors on the abstract)

· Affiliation

· Mailing address and physical street address

· Phone, fax, and e-mail address

All abstracts must be received by July 1, 2005 and can be submitted via e-mail or CD-Rom to Ansu John, Tetra Tech, Inc. (EPA Contractor), 10306 Eaton Place, Suite 340, Fairfax, VA 22030; phone (703) 385-6000, ext. 185; e-mail: Ansu.John@tetratech-ffx.com. Persons whose submissions are accepted for presentation at the workshop will be notified and will receive further instruction at that time.  For more information, contact Dana A. Thomas, Ph.D., U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 202-566-1046, Thomas.Dana@epa.gov.

DOI Forum with Matt Ridley:  Acclaimed science writer Matt Ridley, armed with extraordinary new discoveries about our genes, has turned his attention to the nature-versus-nurture debate and will discuss his book about the roots of human behavior.  The forum will be held on May 12, 2005 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the South Interior Building Auditorium, 1951 Constitution Avenue, NW in Washington, Dc.  While the target audience for this forum is Senior Executives and employees at the GS-14 and GS-15 levels, attendance by others is open based on available space. Each participant will receive a copy of the book, light refreshments during the lunchtime discussion with the author, and an opportunity for book signing.  Register on-line at www.doi.gov/training. Click on Forums and Special Projects. Then click on View and Register for Forums and complete the required information.  For phone registration or questions, please contact Brenda Woods at 202-208-3617.  Space is limited.

In Memory:  Jim Carroll, operator of "Jim's Store" downstairs at the National Center, passed away on Saturday, April 30, 2005.  Jim had been ill since February, and will be missed by everyone in the building. There will be a "celebration of his life" service on Friday, May 13, 2005, at 7:00 p.m. at the Unitarian Universalist Church in Reston.  In lieu of flowers, the family has requested that donations be sent to either the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation or the United Network for Organ Sharing.  Barbara Cardellichio has further information in the Branch Office.
BRR/ER Picnic Planning Committee:  The 2005 BRR/ER Picnic will tentatively be held on Thursday, June 23, 2005 here at USGS.  We are still looking for volunteers to join in the fun.  Come to the first planning meeting, to be held this Wednesday, May 4 at 2:00 p.m. in 5B227.  We need warm bodies to help with arranging the caterer, planning activities, and securing facilities and equipment.  Most important, we need a creative theme and title for our picnic.  Contact Barbara at x5993 if you have any good ideas or would like to help.

Student Placement Assistance (SPA) Program:  The Eastern Region will begin using the new, updated Student Placement Assistance (SPA) Program.  The SPA is an automated, web-accessible database designed to maximize the continued employment of USGS employees hired under the Student Career Experience Program (SCEP) and the Student Temporary Employment Program (STEP).  In order to identify, retain, and most effectively utilize our students, the SPA has been enhanced to provide assistance to current USGS student employees in locating permanent employment upon meeting degree or certificate requirements.  In addition, the SPA has been designed to assist students in locating alternative positions in the event they are no longer available for their location, are switching career fields, or should their current appointment be scheduled to expire.  The SPA can be a benefit to supervisors and managers as well, in that prior to initiating traditional recruitment processes, the SPA can be used as a search engine to locate current USGS students who have the appropriate education and experience for their particular position, and who are both interested and available for employment at that location.  The SPA is an interactive website that monitors and tracks USGS students nationwide, and provides the capability to identify student employment trends.  The SPA can be found at https://people.er.usgs.gov/spa/.  Should you like to request access to the SPA, please contact Tina Henderson, the Eastern Region SPA Representative, at (703) 648-7415 or via email at thenderson@usgs.gov.
Student Resumes:  The Branch has received resumes from the following students looking for summer employment with USGS:

· A sophomore at Cornell University, majoring in Chemical Engineering and Physics, with an overall GPA of 4.0.  She was an Independent Undergraduate Researcher in the Department of Civil & Environmental Engineering at Cornell, where she analyzed the role of bacterial populations in the biodegradation of chlorinated ethenes and performed tests to locate novel genetic material with potential for large-scale bioremediation projects.
· A freshman at Radford University, who is an Education major, looking for general employment in the USGS.
· A freshman at Mitchell College, who will be transferring to Pennsylvania State University for the fall 2005 semester to study forestry.
Keep All Computers in the National Center Powered On:  In today’s rapidly evolving computing environment, new computer viruses are developed and propagated daily.  Patches to ward off viruses are also created daily to keep a step ahead of the threats.  To safeguard computing resources at the National Center, anti-virus files are applied on an ongoing basis, as all federally owned desktop and laptop computers are required to operate properly configured anti-virus software.  This also applies to any personally owned system an employee uses from home to conduct USGS business.  To minimize disruption to employees, this process occurs outside of normal working hours.  To ensure that all devices are protected by the most current updates, computers must be kept powered on.  Today’s computers are designed to conserve energy, so leaving them on will not significantly effect electricity usage.  Effective immediately, please make it a practice to log off your computer but keep it powered on at the end of your workday.  Call or e-mail Peter Symmes, IT Security Operations Officer, Eastern Region, 703-648-6807, psymmes@usgs.gov should you have questions or need additional information.  Also for more anti-virus information, see http://internal.usgs.gov/gio/ito/software/antivirus.html.
Continuity of Operations Training:  This training will be offered to all National Center employees in four identical sessions on May 24 and 26 from 9:00-11:00 am or from 1:00-3:00 pm in the National Center Auditorium. You may choose which session to attend. This training is designed to provide a general awareness of the National Center Continuity of Operations Plan (COOP) and employee responsibilities.  It will compare the National Center COOP to the National Center Occupant Emergency Plan and to other USGS COO plans, and will discuss when COOP implementation might occur.  For those who are unable to attend, visual and printed materials will be installed on http://internal.usgs.gov/ops/safetynet/emergencyline.html after the live sessions are completed.  Please call or e-mail Kris Bancroft, 703-648-7554, kbancroft@usgs.gov should you have questions or need additional information.

New Publications from BRR/WR
Nimmo, J.R., 2004, Aggregation - Physical aspects inHillel, D., ed., Encyclopedia of Soils in the Environment:  London, Elsevier, p. 28-35.

Power, L.E., Arai, Y., and Sparks, D.L., 2005, Zinc adsorption effects on arsenite oxidation kinetics at the birnessite-water interface:  Environmental Science and Technology, v 39, p. 181-187.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
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