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Seminars

Tuesday, March 29, Sue Greenlee, U.S. Geological Survey, EROS Data Center, Sioux Falls, SD, “Elevation Derivatives for National Applications (EDNA)”, Visitors Center, 2:30 p.m.

Thursday, March 31, Dean Gesch, U.S. Geological Survey, EROS Data Center, Sioux Falls, SD, “Large-Area, Multi-Resolution Topographic Data for Earth Science Applications”, Room 2A-405, 10:00 a.m.

Thursday, March 31, Jason Stoker, U.S. Geological Survey, EROS Data Center, Sioux Falls, SD, “Lidar Research at EROS: from data to information”, Room 2A-405, 12:00 p.m.

Upcoming Seminars

Monday, April 4, Mendenhall Postdoctoral Research Seminar, Matthew d’Alessio, USGS, Menlo Park, “Frictional Heterogeneity and Heat Flow: Testing the Strength of the San Andreas (BONUS FEATURE: Teaching Geology at San Quentin Prison)”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.
Monday, April 18, Dr. Thanos Papanicolaou, Associate Professor of the University of Iowa, IIHR-Hydroscience & Engineering, Associate Director of the NSF-IGERT Center, “Development of a Biogeochemical Fingerprinting Method for Sediment Source Identification Application in a Predominately Rural Catchment in Eastern Iowa”, Room 2A-405, 11:00 a.m.
NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series

Thursday, April 7, Blair Jones, NRP, BRR/ER, “Normative Salt Indications of Subtle Solute Process: Examples from Great Salt Lake, Utah”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m.
Notices
Job Opportunity in the Office of the Chief Scientist for Hydrology:  Applications for a position in the Office of the Chief Scientist for Hydrology, Reston, Virginia are being accepted from 3/14/05 until 11:59 p.m. EST 4/22/05.  The position is advertised concurrently on the USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) website http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ as position HQ-2005-0119, GS-1315-14/15 (Hydrologist) and as position HQ-2005-0122, GS-1301-14/15 (Physical Scientist).  Duties include:

· Participation in determining science program goals and customer goals as required by the Bureau and Water Resources Strategic Plans

· Participation in the development of water resources program proposals and making recommendations for program planning and funding in conjunction with Regional Hydrologists and Bureau Program Coordinators

· Identification of current and projected National Research Program (NRP) issues that determine program direction and composition of national research efforts.

· Recommendation of national research science priorities and NRP operational policies and evaluation of those recommendations with respect to long term NRP goals.

· Planning, management and evaluation of the Water Resources Discipline Research Grade Evaluation (RGE) process, including recommendation of new practices and approval of panel selections for peer reviews.

· Representation of the Chief Scientist for Hydrology at meetings and provision of advice to senior scientists on USGS scientific programs and ramifications.

· Service as liaison to the National Academy of Science for the post-doctoral and other programs.

All Hands Meeting:  Please be reminded that Thursday, April 7 at 10:00 a.m. in BA-102 A,B,C a BRR/ER All Hands Meeting with Pierre Glynn, Branch Chief, will be held.
USGS Reston Library Changes and early closing on March 31:  Many of you may know of the ongoing consolidation of the Earth Science Information Centers (ESICs) and bureau libraries into a new entity—the Science Information and Library Services Center (SILSC).  Merging these two functions will provide an integrated network of physical and virtual information offices that will enhance the ability to make USGS data, information and knowledge more widely available. As part of this consolidation, nine Reston Library employees are retiring with the Library system early-out/buyout options in early April.  To allow time for staff training, the Library will close at 12:00 noon on Thursday, March 31 and will reopen for normal business hours on Friday, April 1 at 8:00 a.m.   To accommodate these changes, staff resources and assignments may be shifted in the weeks to come.  Any potential changes to the SILSC will be discussed with the Regional Director and the Eastern Regional Executive Leadership Team, in collaboration with the union, prior to implementation.  Over the next few weeks, customer comments on current services and future directions will be solicited.  Please contact Stephen King at (703) 648-4493 if you have any questions or suggestions.  

Safety Day:  DOI has designated April 4-8, 2005, as Safety and Health Awareness Week, "Always Alert – Nobody Hurt."  At the National Center, we will be celebrating Safety Day activities on April 6 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  Booths and demonstrations will be set up in the first floor main lobby, auditorium, and hallways. This event will include about 60 exhibitors offering safety, environmental, and occupational health information and services, including health screening for employees.

Reports Tune-Up Class Presentations now online:  The Northeastern Region Office of the Regional Hydrologist is pleased to announce the availability of the NR Reports Tune-Up Class Presentations website.   The presentations have been given by Dorothy Tepper, and several NR District people in a number of NR Districts and at Headquarters.  The URL is:  http://water.usgs.gov/usgs/orh/nrwww/pubs/RTUC.html
Amendment to the "Research Opportunities in Space and Earth Sciences (ROSES) 2005" Process: which was announced January 28, 2005.  Amendment No. 4 to NASA Research Announcement "Research Opportunities in Space and Earth Sciences" (NNH05ZDA001N) will be posted on its web site at http://nspires.nasaprs.com/.   This amendment establishes a new due date for Notices of Intent to Propose (NOIs) for Program Element D.2 in Appendix D entitled "Interdisciplinary Exploration Science".  The due date for Notices of Intent to Propose (NOIs) to the Interdisciplinary Exploration Science program described in Appendix D.2 is changed from April 15, 2005, to April 26, 2005.  This change was made to allow potential proposers and other interested researchers to attend the Preproposal Conference and Workshop for Interdisciplinary Exploration Science on April 19, 2005, in Washington, DC, prior to the due date for NOIs.
2005 BRR/ER Picnic Plans:  We are still searching for some willing volunteers to serve on the organizing committee for our 2nd annual BRR/ER picnic.  Committees include:  Publicity & Registration, Program, Activities, Food, Facilities & Clean-Up, and Bake-Off.  We need volunteers of all kinds; project chiefs, scientists, lab staff, secretaries, and students.  Please contact Barbara Cardellichio by March 31st if you would like to volunteer for one of the committees.

Meow!! Branch Fund:  It's been many years since we've had to ask, but our Branch fund is quite low and we would like to request a $5.00 donation from all staff to help pay for upcoming branch gatherings and to purchase paper supplies, etc. for the Branch.  If you are able, please give your donation to your secretary to help us fatten up the kitty.  Thanks!

Tip of the Week:  Did you know that when leaving a phone message for someone here at USGS, you can bypass their sometimes lengthy greeting and skip right to leaving your message by pressing the number 1 as soon as their greeting begins?  This also works when calling a USGS colleague from outside the building as well.
Upcoming Deadlines

Friday, April 29 - Mandatory DOI Web Based Safety Training:  All USGS employees are required to complete basic, web-based safety training (or its equivalent) for their particular occupation no later than April 30, 2005.  Please see the “All Hands” memo from Harry Jenter on March 10 for guidelines for determining your occupation category.  The web-based training can be accessed at http://www.doiu.nbc.gov.  See http://internal.usgs.gov/ops/safetynet/InternetInstructions.doc for detailed instructions on how to access this training.  It would be best if you print them before starting the training.  If you have any problems with the system, you may contact the DOIU Help Line at 202-208-6278.  Please note that this training requirement may take multiple hours to complete, and, therefore, should not be left until the last minute.

New Publications from BRR/ER

Konikow, L.F., and Glynn, P.D., 2005, Modeling groundwater flow and quality:  Essentials of Medical Geology, p. 737-765, Click Here
New Publications from BRR/CR

Rosenberry, D.O., 2005, Integrating seepage heterogeneity with the use of ganged seepage meters:  Limnology and Oceanography/Methods, v. 3, p. 131-142.

New Publications from BRR/WR

Hidalgo, H.G., Cayan, D.R., and Dettinger, M.D., 2005, Sources of variability of evapotranspiration in California:  Journal of Hydrometeorology, v. 6, p. 3-19 <http://tenaya.ucsd.edu/~dettinge/hidalgo_eto.pdf>.

Other Newly Available USGS Publications

Pierson, T.C., 2005, Distinguishing between debris flows and floods from field evidence in small watersheds:  U.S. Geological Survey Fact Sheet 2004-3142.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
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