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Seminars

Tuesday, March 22, Michael E. Hohn, Associate State Geologist, West Virginia Geological and Economic Survey, Morgantown, West Virginia, “Current Trends in Geostatistical Modeling for Petroleum Reservoir Characterization”, Room 4C-315, 1:00 p.m.

Wednesday, March 23, Informal Seminar, Holly Michael, NRC Post-Doc, and Cliff Voss, USGS, “Travelogue: India, Bangladesh, and Thailand's tsunami coast”, Room 5B-227, 1:00 p.m.
Thursday, March 24, Dr. Charng Ning Chen, “Yangtze Dike Strengthening Project (YDSP) in China”, Room 5A-217, 11:00 a.m.

Notices
Acting Chief Scientist for Hydrology and Acting Branch Chief:  Both Matt Larsen and Harry Jenter are on annual leave this week, and Pierre Glynn is on annual leave Monday and Friday.  Therefore, Pierre Glynn will serve as Acting Chief Scientist for Hydrology on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, March 22 - 24 and Chris Neuzil will serve as Acting Chief Scientist for Hydrology and Acting Branch Chief on Monday, March 21 and Friday, March 25.  

Administrative Officer:  Melissa Schomody will be on annual leave Thursday and Friday, March 24 and 25; please see Irene Myers or Teisha in the Finance Office if you need assistance.
Job Opportunity in the Office of the Chief Scientist for Hydrology:  Applications for a position in the Office of the Chief Scientist for Hydrology, Reston, Virginia are being accepted from 3/14/05 until 11:59 p.m. EST 4/22/05.  The position is advertised concurrently on the USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) website http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ as position HQ-2005-0119, GS-1315-14/15 (Hydrologist) and as position HQ-2005-0122, GS-1301-14/15 (Physical Scientist).  Duties include:

· Participation in determining science program goals and customer goals as required by the Bureau and Water Resources Strategic Plans

· Participation in the development of water resources program proposals and making recommendations for program planning and funding in conjunction with Regional Hydrologists and Bureau Program Coordinators

· Identification of current and projected National Research Program (NRP) issues that determine program direction and composition of national research efforts.

· Recommendation of national research science priorities and NRP operational policies and evaluation of those recommendations with respect to long term NRP goals.

· Planning, management and evaluation of the Water Resources Discipline Research Grade Evaluation (RGE) process, including recommendation of new practices and approval of panel selections for peer reviews.

· Representation of the Chief Scientist for Hydrology at meetings and provision of advice to senior scientists on USGS scientific programs and ramifications.

· Service as liaison to the National Academy of Science for the post-doctoral and other programs.
Changes to Increased Lodging Approval Process:  Effective March 20, 2005, unless pre-authorized, any lodging charges above the per diem allowance must be charged to a separate, personal charge card, and travelers will not be reimbursed for these charges.  Because of this new policy, BRR/ER is establishing the following process for requesting increased lodging for travelers.  

· When you are using an Annual Travel Authorization, you now must request pre-authorization for increased lodging charges by sending an e-mail to Barbara Cardellichio, Branch Secretary, at bcardell@usgs.gov with the following information no later than 3 days prior to departure:  Name of traveler, Dates of travel, Destination, Purpose of Travel with details, Amount of Per Diem and Amount of Increase Requested over Per Diem, and Justification for request.  A hard copy of the request with Branch Chief approval/disapproval will be returned within 24 hours. 

· When you are using a Trip by Trip Authorization, please be certain your secretary adds the statement "Request for Approval of Increased Lodging by Branch Chief" and a signature line in the comments section.

Information Technology Office Announces New Internal Web Page:  The ITO Communications Team is pleased to announce a new ITO internal Web page at http://internal.usgs.gov/gio/ito/.  We recommend you bookmark this page for future reference.  The ITO Web pages include information on the functions and services the ITO provides, such as enterprise hardware and software support, IT security operations, telecommunications, IT Help Desk, information updates, newsletters,  IT training, A-Z index, directional memos, the ITO organization chart, and information technology contacts information.

2005 BRR/ER Picnic Plans:  As you may remember from last June, we sponsored what was hoped to be our first annual BRR/ER picnic "Cicada Survivors".  Although the cicadas have come and gone, we would love to have the picnic again, if we can find some willing volunteers to serve on the organizing committee.  We also need ......yep, you guessed it.... a chairperson.  Committees include:  Publicity & Registration, Program, Activities, Food, Facilities & Clean-Up, and Bake-Off.  We need volunteers of all kinds; project chiefs, scientists, lab staff, secretaries, and students.  Please contact Barbara Cardellichio by March 31st if you would like to volunteer for one of the committees.
Student Resume:  The Branch Office has received two resumes from students looking for summer employment.  Please see Barbara or Emerson for a copy.  Applicants include:

· A junior at the University of Mary Washington, majoring in Geology with an emphasis in GIS, is hoping to find a paid internship in a GIS-related field. She has experience with such programs as ArcView 3.3 (including some extensions), Global Mapper, and GPS Pathfinder software.  She also is currently participating in the development of a GIS model of the Lake Anna Watershed for the Lake Anna Civic Association.
· A sophomore at the University of Texas at Austin majoring in Geology.  He earned University of Texas Honors for fall 2004 and a $1,000 Scholarship from BP of America in 2003.
Upcoming Deadlines

Friday, March 25 - Annual IT Security Awareness Training Deadline:  This mandatory training for all Federal employees, contractors, and volunteers must be completed by this Friday, March 25, 2005.  In accordance with DOI Policy, USGS computer access will be suspended from any employee who does not complete this training.  The web site for DOI IT security training is http://www.doiu.nbc.gov/itsecurity/. Users must enter their name as it appears on their Leave and Earnings Statement and the last four digits of their social security number to access the training and to ensure proper credit is given for completing the training. The course will take about 60 minutes to complete. It can be taken all at once or in several segments. If technical problems are experienced, please send requests for assistance to doiuonline@nbc.gov or call the DOI University Help Desk at 202-208-6278 at the time you are experiencing trouble. Additional information can be found at: http://internal.usgs.gov/gio/security/security_training.html.

Friday, March 25 - Property Inventory Deadline:  If you have not done so, please conduct an inventory of the items on your property list.  Sign and date the FY 2005 Property Inventory Checklist and Certification Report that was attached to the property accountability memo distributed to project chiefs March 3, 2005.  The completed form should be returned to Melissa Schomody no later than this Friday, March 25, 2005.

Friday, April 29 - Mandatory DOI Web Based Safety Training:  All USGS employees are required to complete basic, web-based safety training (or its equivalent) for their particular occupation no later than April 30, 2005.  Please see the “All Hands” memo from Harry Jenter on March 10 for guidelines for determining your occupation category.  The web-based training can be accessed at http://www.doiu.nbc.gov.  See http://internal.usgs.gov/ops/safetynet/InternetInstructions.doc for detailed instructions on how to access this training.  It would be best if you print them before starting the training.  If you have any problems with the system, you may contact the DOIU Help Line at 202-208-6278.  Please note that this training requirement may take multiple hours to complete, and, therefore, should not be left until the last minute.
New Publications from BRR/WR

Bowers, J.E., 2005, Influence of climatic variability on local population dynamics of a Sonoran Desert platypuntia:  Journal of Arid Environments, v. 6, p. 193-210.

Gooseff, M.N., Bencala, K.E., Scott, D.T., Runkel, R.L., and McKnight, D.M., 2005, Sensitivity analysis of conservative and reactive stream transient storage models applied to field data from multiple-reach experiments:  Advances in Water Resources, v. 28, p. 479-492.

Nimmo, J.R., and Landa, E.R., 2005, The soil-physics contributions of Edgar Buckingham:  Soil Science Society of America Journal, v. 69, p. 328-342.
Newly Available Publications

Chin, D.A., 2004, An Overview of Urban Stormwater-Management Practices in Miami-Dade County, Florida, U.S. Geological Survey Open-File Report 2004-1346, 17 p.

O’Reilly, A.M., 2004, A Method for Simulating Transient Ground-Water Recharge in Deep Water-Table Settings in Central Florida by Using a Simple Water-Balance/Transfer-Function Model, U.S. Geological Survey Scientific Investigations Report 2004-5195, 49 p.

Kroening, S.E., 2004, Streamflow and Water-Quality Characteristics at Selected Sites of the St. Johns River in Central Florida, 1933 to 2002, U.S. Geological Survey Scientific Investigations Report 2004-5177, 102 p.

Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
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