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Seminars

Tuesday, March 15, Louis Janke, President, Quality Associates International®, LTD., Douglas, Ontario, Canada, “Performance Audit of USGS Denver Energy Analytical Laboratory and Contract Laboratories”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.

Wednesday, March 16, Office of the Chief Scientist for Hydrology, Research Seminar, Jim Verdin, U.S. Geological Survey, EROS Data Center, Sioux Falls, SD, “Geospatial Methods for Monitoring

Drought and Flood Hazards”, Room 5A-217, 9:30 a.m.

Upcoming Seminars

Thursday, March 24, Dr. Charng Ning Chen, “Yangtze Dike Strengthening Project (YDSP) in China”, Room 5A-217, 11:00 a.m.

Notices
All Hands Meeting:  Please mark Thursday, April 7 at 10:00 a.m. in BA-102 A,B,C on your calendar for a BRR/ER All Hands Meeting with Pierre Glynn, Branch Chief.  Pierre would like to provide you with some general feedback on issues raised in his individual meetings with BRR/ER staff and also to give you his perspective on various topics relevant to the Branch and the NRP.

Reception for Georgia Diersing:  Please join us in congratulating Georgia Diersing on her promotion to the Director's Office at a reception on Wednesday, March 16 at 1:30 p.m. in 5A217.  Georgia has been with WRD for many years now, most recently as Bob Hirsch's Executive Assistant, and will be missed by all who know her.
Geologic Names in Manuscripts:  USGS policy is that geologic names in USGS reports are checked prior to publication. This process should be completed before the report is submitted to the Branch Chief for approval.  The Office of Water Information is preparing a technical memorandum that explains the procedures and resources for checking geologic names. In the interim, most checks for geologic names can be completed with the user-friendly Geolex at http://ngmdb.usgs.gov/Geolex/.  This site contains about 90 percent of the North American Stratigraphic Code, and the entire Code is available on the CD 'Stratigraphic nomenclature data-bases for the United States, its possessions, and territories' USGS Digital Data Series DDS-6, release 3, 1996.  The geologic names review also includes a check on aquifer nomenclature, and guidelines are presented in STA 7, p. 65-82. Aquifer names published in the Ground Water Atlases and listed in NWIS can be accessed to determine common usage in each state.
Chesapeake Bay Colloquium:  This two-day colloquium will be held at the 18th Biennial Conference of the Estuarine Research Federation (ERF) in Norfolk, Virginia this October.  The colloquium is a combined ERF and Chesapeake Research Consortium (CRC) event. The first day focuses on broad issues relevant to the Bay and many other highly-perturbed estuarine systems of the world. Day 2 will focus on more local issues.  Abstract submission deadline for the ERF Conference and the Chesapeake Bay Colloquium is Tuesday, March 15, 2005 at 11:59 p.m. EST, no exceptions.  Abstracts can be submitted online at: http://www.sgmeet.com/erf2005/abstracts.htm.

NASA ROSES 2005 Preproposal Conference:  Will be held on April 19, 2005, for the Interdisciplinary Exploration Science program described in the NASA Research Announcement "Research Opportunities in Space and Earth Sciences" (NNH05ZDA001N).  The conference will provide an opportunity for potential proposers to discuss the objectives of the Interdisciplinary Exploration Science Program with NASA.  It also will provide potential proposers the opportunity to form collaborations.  NASA personnel will be present to answers questions concerning the Interdisciplinary Exploration Science Program as well as the proposal submission, evaluation, and selection process that will be used to select proposals for funding within the Interdisciplinary Exploration Science Program.  The preproposal conference will be held in the Columbia Ballroom at the Capitol Holiday Inn, 550 C Street S.W., Washington, DC, 20024.  Registration will begin at 8:00 a.m., and the conference will begin at 8:30 a.m. and will conclude by 12 noon. No advanced registration is required.  Further information about the Interdisciplinary Exploration Science Program or the preproposal conference is available from Dr. Paul Hertz, Science Mission Directorate, NASA Headquarters, Washington, DC 20546-0001; Telephone (202) 358-0986; E-mail Paul.Hertz@nasa.gov.
USGS Releases "PHAST" Reactive Transport Model:  The USGS Office of Ground Water has announced documentation of PHAST, a 3-D reactive-transport model produced by coupling the geochemical model PHREEQC (Parkhurst and Appelo, 1999) with the solute transport capabilities of HST3D (Kipp, 1987, 1997).   PHAST is capable of modeling a wide range of chemical reactions--mineral equilibrium, ion exchange, surface complexation, solid solutions, and kinetic reactions--in steady-state or transient 3-D flow system. The kinetic capabilities allow for applications to biological processes, degradation of organic compounds, and kinetic dissolution of minerals. The documentation consists of a web-only report:   Parkhurst, D.L., Kipp, K.L., Engesgaard, Peter, and Charlton, S.R., 2004, PHAST--A program for simulating ground-water flow, solute transport, and multicomponent geochemical reactions:  U.S. Geological Survey Techniques and Methods 6-A8, 154 p. (persistent URL http://pubs.water.usgs.gov/tm6a8).
Bank of America Cardholder Security Update Concerning the Lost Data Tapes:  Bank of America has developed a Frequently Asked Question (FAQ's) page for this issue at: http://www.gov-eagls.bankofamerica.com.  You can access the site by clicking on "Click Here" at the bottom of the "Cardholder Security" message box.  You will also find the following information at this site:

· Cardholder Letter #1 (Mailed to affected cardholders dated February 25, 2005);

· Cardholder Letter #2 (Mailed to cardholder with open accounts NOT affected, dated March 3, 2005);

· Free Credit Report matrix (In addition to the free credit report provided by Bank of America); and 

· International Dialing Instructions (For cardholders calling from an overseas location)

The bank will use this site to provide additional communications to cardholders regarding the loss of the backup tapes.  For further information, contact Lisa Zukowski at lzukows@usgs.gov or Margaret Seaboy at mseaboy@usgs.gov.

Student Resume:  The Branch office has received a resume from a junior at Yale, majoring in Geology and Geophysics, who is hoping to find a paid internship in Geochemistry this summer.  Her course work includes Mineralogy, Structural Geology, Geochemistry, etc.  She was a National Merit Scholar and is currently working as a Research Assistant at Yale.  Please see Barbara or Emerson if you’d like a copy of her resume.

A Collection of Reports and Papers Authored by Bill Back:  These items have been placed on the "giveaway" table outside Mailstop 431.  There are multiple copies of each document.  The reprints will be discarded at COB Friday, March 18.  Please drop by the mailstop and take as many reprints as you wish before then.

New Publications from BRR/CR

Parkhurst, D.L., Kipp, K.L., Engesgaard, Peter, and Charlton, S.R., 2004, PHAST--A program for simulating ground-water flow, solute transport, and multicomponent geochemical reactions:  U.S. Geological Survey Techniques and Methods 6-A8, 154 p. <persistent URL http://pubs.water.usgs.gov/tm6a8>

Seiler, R.L., Stollenwerk, K.G., and Garbarino, J.R., 2005, Factors controlling tungsten concentrations in ground water, Carson Desert, Nevada: Applied Geochemistry, v. 20, p. 423-441.

Walvoord, M.A., Striegl, R.G., Prudic, D., and Stonestrom, D., 2005, CO2 dynamics in the Amargosa Desert: fluxes and isotopic speciation in a deep unsaturated zone: Water Resources Research, v. 41, W02006, doi:10.1029/2004WR003599.
Other Newly Available Publications

Phelps, G.G., 2004, Chemistry of Ground Water in the Silver Springs Basin, Florida, with an Emphasis on Nitrate, U.S. Geological Survey Scientific Investigations Report 2004-5144, 47 p.
Marella, R.L., 2004, Water Withdrawals, Use, Discharge, and Trends in Florida, 2000, U.S. Geological Survey Scientific Investigations Report 2004-5151, 50 p.

Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
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