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Seminars
Wednesday, March 9, Mendenhall Postdoctoral Research Seminar, Professor Greg Piniak, USGS, Santa Cruz, “Effects of sediment on the physiology of Hawaiian reef corals”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.
Wednesday, March 9, OSW Seminar, Andrew G. Fountain, Portland State University, “Historic Glacier Change of the American West”, Room 5B-227, 2:00 p.m.
Thursday March 10, Western Region Video-Streamed Seminar, Douglas Kent, USGS, BRR-WR, “Reactive transport during natural restoration of a waste-water-contaminated aquifer and implications for natural attenuation of zinc, arsenic, and other inorganic contaminants”.  For on-line viewing using Windows Media Player, please point your web browser to mms://video.wr.usgs.gov/live, 3:00 p.m. EST
Upcoming Seminars
Tuesday, March 15, Louis Janke, President, Quality Associates International®, LTD., Douglas, Ontario, Canada, “Performance Audit of USGS Denver Energy Analytical Laboratory and Contract Laboratories”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.

Thursday, March 24, Dr. Charng Ning Chen, “Yangtze Dike Strengthening Project (YDSP) in China”, Room 5A-217, 11:00 a.m.
Notices
Acting Branch Chief:  Pierre Glynn will be out of the office from Tuesday, March 8 - Friday, March 18.  Harry Jenter will be Acting Branch Chief for those days.

Update for NASA ROSES-2005 Proposals: If you intend to submit a proposal to NASA in response to any NASA Research Announcement (NRA) or Announcement of Opportunity (AO) including any of the 60 program elements in ROSES-2005, then please note that NASA has updated its proposal submission and evaluation management software to a system called NSPIRES.  In order to submit a proposal to NASA (a) you now must register as an NSPIRES user, (b) your organization also must register as an NSPIRES organization, and (c) you must successfully affiliate your user registration with your organization's registration within NSPIRES.  To register, either as a user or as an organization, go to http://nspires.nasaprs.com. A help desk is available at the NSPIRES website.  It takes time to activate an organizational registration -- do not wait until the proposal due date to initiate this process.  For questions concerning NSPIRES registration, please contact the NSPIRES help desk at nspires-help@nasaprs.com, or call 202-479-9376 Mondays through Fridays, 8:00 a.m. through 6:00 p.m. EST.
Bank of America Charge Cards:  As you may be aware, a small number of computer back-up data tapes were lost recently in shipment, potentially affecting our Bank of America Government Charge Card program.  Each affected card holder should have received a letter from Bank of America last week, with tips for securing your financial information.  Bank of America is making every effort to monitor cardholder accounts and will not hold any cardholder liable for any unauthorized use of their card.  If you wish to take further action, you may contact the three major credit bureaus:  Equifax 800-525-6285; Experian 888-397-3742 or Trans Union 800-680-7289.  To obtain a copy of the "Tips for Securing your Financial Information", please see Melissa.
Travel Training:  The Travel Management Section will be providing training on both the new centrally billed lodging process and the new E-Travel online booking tool.  All training will be offered as cyberseminars using the USGS webex tool.  To register for these sessions, please email Terri Cook at tncook@usgs.gov.   Limited phone lines are available for these sessions; so we encourage you to participate in groups at your respective locations.   Please call the Travel Hotline at (703.648.7614) if you have any questions.  The training schedule is as follows:  

Centrally Billed Lodging:  Thursday, March 10 at 10:00 a.m. or 11:00 a.m. and Tuesday, March 15 at 10:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. or 3:00 p.m.  

E-Travel Training:  Wednesday, March 9 from 2:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. or Tuesday, March 15 from 3:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Student Resume:  The Branch Office has received two resumes from students looking for employment.  Please see Barbara or Emerson for a copy.  Applicants include:

· A student currently enrolled at George Washington University who is majoring in Environmental and Resource Policy.

· A freshman at West Virginia University, looking for a summer position relevant to Environmental Conversation and Water Quality Assessment.  He is an Eagle Scout and is attending West Virginia on an academic scholarship, having graduated Cum Laude from high school.
Health Screenings:  The American Screening Association is offering ultrasound testing at the National Center on March 15-16, 2005, from 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. in Room 1B-215. The health screenings offered are:

· Heart Function/Echocardiogram Ultrasound

· Stroke/Carotid Ultrasound

· Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm Ultrasound

· Peripheral Arterial Disease Doppler

· Osteoporosis/Bone Mineral Density

· ECG/EKG Monitor

· Body Composition

Employees, contractors, and family members can use this opportunity.  Please call 1-800-686-3035 for scheduling and additional information concerning procedures, costs, and insurance coverage. Screenings are on an appointment only basis and available as individual tests or in special packages.
Financial Planning Training:  The USGS is offering “Financial Planning for CSRS and FERS” training on May 3, 2005 from 8:30-4:00 in Room BA102A.  The cost of the training is $59.00 and there are 30 slots available.  Please register through the Training Management System at https://gsvaresa08.er.usgs.gov/webforms/pertrain.nsf.

CPR/AED Refresher Training: Will be offered on March 22, 2005 from 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and on March 23, 2005 from 12:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. in BA102B.  There is no charge.  Classes will be filled on a first come, first served basis. Please document your training in the Training Management System (TMS) at https://gsvaresa08.er.usgs.gov/webforms/pertrain.nsf
A DOI Executive Forum: Will be hosted by the USGS on April 5, 2005 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in the USGS Auditorium.  The speaker will be Richard Rhodes, the Pulitzer Prize-winning historian and author of “John James Audobon: The Making of an American”.  Richard’s book is the first major biography of John James Audubon in forty years and the first to illuminate fully the private and family life of the master illustrator of the natural world.  The target audience for the forum is Senior Executives and employees at the GS-14 and GS-15 levels.  However, attendance by others will be open based on available space. Each participant will receive a copy of the book, light refreshments during the lunchtime discussion with the author, and an opportunity for book signing.  Register on-line at www.doi.gov/training or to register by phone contact Shari Hanscomb at 202-208-5796; Leigh Healy, OED, at (703) 648-6825; or Pam Marsters, OED, at (703) 648-6703. 
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