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June 13 – June 17, 2005

Seminars
Thursday, June 16, Steve Regan, NRP, BRR/CR, “Overview of GSFLOW -- A basin-scale integrated Ground-water and Surface-water FLOW model”, Room 5A-217, 11:00 a.m.
Upcoming Seminars
Tuesday, June 28, Professor Charles Cockell, The Center for Earth, Planetary, Space and Astronomical Research, The Open University, UK, “Habitats for microbial life in asteroid and comet impact craters”, Room 5B-227, 10:00 a.m.
Notices

USGS Director Chip Groat Resigns:  After 6 and 1/2 years, Chip Groat announced that he is resigning his position as Director of the USGS effective June 17, 2005.  He is leaving to join the faculty of the University of Texas at Austin, occupying the Jackson Chair in Mineral and Energy Resources in the Jackson School of Geosciences. He will also have faculty appointments in the Department of Petroleum and Geosystem Engineering and the LBJ School of Public Affairs, directing graduate research and international policy programs.  The Acting Director will be Patrick Leahy, who has been with the USGS for more than 30 years as Associate Director for Geology and as Chief of the National Water-Quality Assessment Program.
Acting Chief Scientist for Hydrology and Branch Chief:  Matt Larsen and Pierre Glynn will be on travel from Tuesday, June 14 through Thursday, June 16.   Harry Jenter will be Acting Chief Scientist for Hydrology and Branch Chief in their absence.
Reports Tune-up Class to be held in BRR/ER:  Dorothy Tepper, Reports Improvement Advisor for the Northeastern Region, will present a 4-hour Reports Tune-up Class for BRR/ER on Wednesday, June 22, in Room 5B-227 from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Topics to be covered include:

· Getting Started Writing a Report/Technical Writing Advice 

· Report Writing Resources 

· Illustrations and Fact Sheets 

· Bureauwide Report Series 

· Policy Issues and Copyright Issues 

· Common Grammatical, Punctuation, and Spelling Errors

There is no charge for the class. Please contact Barbara Cardellichio at (703) 648-5993 or at bcardell@usgs.gov to sign up as soon as possible, so that sufficient handouts can be prepared.

Vacancy, Director, SD Water Science Center, Rapid City:  This position is advertised on the USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/. This interdisciplinary position (Supervisory Hydrologist, Supervisory Biologist, or Supervisory Physical Scientist) is advertised as CR-2005-0215/0221/0222, open merit promotion, and CR-2005-0223/0224/0225, open to all US citizens. Applications will be accepted through June 17, 2005.
Report on Science and Technology to Support Fresh Water Availability in the United States:  During NRP All-Hands meetings in May, Matt Larsen described a newly-released report prepared by the Committee on Environment and Natural Resources, Subcommittee on Water Availability and Quality, entitled "Science and Technology to Support Fresh Water Availability in the United States."  This brief report summarizes the problems facing the nation in terms of quantifying its water supply and water use, and begins to address the variety of solutions needed.  The report reflects the input of about 15 Federal agencies with interest in water research, who have been participating in the Subcommittee since 2003.  The next step, according to Kathie Olsen, Deputy Science Advisor to the President, is for the Subcommittee to develop a strategic plan for Federal science and technology research and development related to water availability and quality.  This plan, which is already under development, is to be completed during the summer of 2005.  The report is available online at http://www.ostp.gov/NSTC/html/swaqreport_2-1-05.pdf, or at http://water.usgs.gov/owq/swaq.pdf.  Printed copies are available from NRP Branch Chiefs.

International Meeting Reporting Requirement:  The International Water Resources Branch (IWRB) is required to report international meeting attendance on a quarterly basis. This requirement covers all proposed attendance at international meetings, seminars, conferences and workshops, except those taking place in Canada.  International meetings involving fieldwork and meetings involving research/projects do not need to be included. However, briefings to international organizations (e.g., United Nations organizations) relating to projects should be included.  Information requests are emailed quarterly by IWRB, approximately 4 months before the start of the quarter during which the meetings occur.  Information must be returned promptly and must include: name of the USGS employee traveler; traveler's discipline/region; complete title of the international meeting; location of the meeting; dates of travel; and purpose of travel. In addition, a brief statement should be provided regarding any non-USGS funding being used, including employee donations. The next deadline for submitting information is June 14, 2005, which covers proposed attendance at international professional and scientific meetings during 1st Quarter of FY 2006 (October, November and December of 2005). Information should be submitted via email to Verne Schneider at vrschnei@usgs.gov or Marty Marques at mmarques@usgs.gov.

ES&T Online Article about Proposed Changes in the USGS Cooperative Water Program:  The subject article can be accessed by pointing your web browser to http://pubs.acs.org/journals/esthag/index_news.html then clicking  on the June 8, 2005 "News of the Week" headline "Congress seeks to privatize some USGS water activities.”

Delayed Delivery of May Charge Card Statements for National Center:  Many cardholders who have their statement mailing address as the National Center have not yet received their May charge card statements.  Finance staff are currently working with Bank of America and the mailroom to find out the cause of this delay.  Although the payment due date on these statements is Monday, June 13, the payment will not become delinquent if it is recorded by the bank by Thursday, June 19.  Meanwhile, if you traveled between April 20 and May 19 or have an outstanding balance and are expecting a May statement, you may obtain a copy of your statement one of the following ways:
1. Contact Margaret Seaboy via e-mail with your fax number and she will contact the bank to have your May statement faxed to you as soon as possible.  

2. Go into EAGLS to see your online statement to determine the amount due and make payment.

3. Call the Bank at 1-800-472-1424 and have a copy of your May statement sent to you. 
Farewell to Chad Veloso:  Best wishes to Chad, who will be leaving BRR/ER and Niel Plummer's project this Friday, June 20.  This is Chad's second year with BRR/ER and we wish him well, and thank him for all his hard work with the CFC website.  You will be missed!

Welcome to New Staff Members who begin work Monday, June 13th:

Ed Schenk:  Please extend a warm welcome to Ed, who will be working as an ecologist on Nancy Rybicki’s project.  Ed comes to us from the University of Indiana, where he received his Masters in Environmental Science and Public Policy.  He will be located in 1B219.
Cody Hoehna:  We’re glad to have Cody join the BRR/ER staff.  Cody will work this summer as a Hydrologic Technician for Cliff Hupp and his project.  Cody just completed his freshman year at Western Oregon University and is a Geography major.  He will be located in the Tree Ring Lab and can be reached at x 5208.  Stop by and say hello.
Ken Dreyer:  Please help extend a warm welcome to Ken Dreyer, who will be replacing Chad Veloso with Niel Plummer's project.  Ken has worked as a network administrator and has extensive computer skills to bring to the NRP.  He will be working in 5B305.

The Lazy, Hazy, Crazy Days of Summer Picnic:  Ticket sales end next Monday, June 20th for “The Lazy, Hazy, Crazy Days of Summer” the BRR/ER summer picnic, to be held on Thursday, June 23, 2005, on the patio over the cafeteria, from 3:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. Our picnic will be catered by Famous Dave's Barbecue, with dinner served at 4:00 p.m. Tickets are $13.50 per person and can be obtained from Pam Smith at Mail Stop 430, Sandy Blackwell at Mail Stop 431, and Marge Shapira at Mail Stop 432. Children under 10 are free, so we hope you bring your family and friends to join in our Great Dessert Bake-off, our Volleyball games, relay races, guessing games and more. Rain or shine!

The Great Dessert Bake Off:  We still need a few more entries for our BRR/ER Great Dessert Bake Off. Rules: Contestants must be a BRR/ER staff member or immediate relative of a staff member; your entry must be homemade; and serve at least 8 persons.  All entries must be delivered to Sandy Blackwell at MS 431 by 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, June 23 for judging, and the winners will be announced at the picnic. These entries will then be served as dessert at the picnic; first come, first served.  Please contact Sandy at x5672 for further information. We hope you decide to join in the fun and submit an entry!

Missing LCD Projector: The 1st-Floor's LCD Projector is missing.  If you know where it is, please contact Pam Smith at (703) 648-5476 or psmith@usgs.gov.  Thank you.

Upcoming Training Available

(If interested in any of the following courses, sign up using the Training Management System and use "Training Order" as the payment type - https://gsvaresa08.er.usgs.gov/WebForms/Pertrain.nsf/.  Contact Leigh Healy (lhealy@usgs.gov or x 6825) with any questions.)

Same Time Seminar: The USGS is offering a free, 1 1/2-hour seminar on using the Same Time program on July 26, 2005. If you are interested in knowing more about Same Time capabilities, please sign up using the TMS system. The seminar will be held in room 1B215, beginning at 10:00 am and ending at 11:30, there are 20 seats available for this seminar https://gsvaresa08.er.usgs.gov/WebForms/Pertrain.nsf/.
Advanced Word, Excel, and Access Courses Available:  For just $58.00 per course, you can brush up on your computer skills right here at the National Center. Taught by Softek Systems, the following courses will be offered, and only 10 slots are available in each course.

Wednesday, July 13
Advanced Word
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Room 2D114

Thursday, July 14
Advanced Excel
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Room 2D114

Thursday, July 21
Advanced Access
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Room 2D114

Pre-Retirement Seminars:
· This popular two day seminar will take place on August 23 - 24, 2005, at the National Center Auditorium. The cost is $89.00 per person, and spouses are encouraged to attend. The seminar runs from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. each day.

· A one day version of the retirement seminar will be held on Thursday, November 3, 2005, in 1B215 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. for a cost of $62.00.  Taught by Theresa Carr.

Free Financial Planning Seminar:  You'll need to register now to book a seat at this free seminar on Financial Planning, to be held on Wednesday, October 12, 2005, from 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. in 1B215. Only 30 slots are available.

New Publications from BRR/ER
Flynn, R.H., and Tasker, G.D., 2004, Generalized estimates from streamflow data of annual and seasonal ground-water-recharge rates for drainage basins in New Hampshire: USGS Scientific Investigations Report 2004-5019, 61 p. Click Here for Report
Wood, W. W., 2005, Nanobots: A New Paradigm for Hydrogeologic Characterization? Ground Water, vol. 43, no. 4, p. 462

New Publications from BRR/CR

Morin, R.H., 2005, Hydrologic properties of coal beds in the Powder River Basin, Montana I. Geophysical log analysis:  Journal of Hydrology, vol. 308, p. 227-241. Click Here for Article
Weeks, E.P., 2005, Hydrologic properties of coal beds in the Powder River Basin, Montana II. Aquifer test analysis:  Journal of Hydrology, vol. 308, p. 242-257. Click Here for Article
Shafroth, P. B., Cleverly, J. R., Dudley, T. L., Taylor, J. P., Van Riper, C. III, Weeks, E. P. and Stuart, J. N., 2005, Control of Tamarix in the western United States: Implications for water salvage, wildlife use, and riparian restoration:  Environmental Management, vol. 35, p. 231-246. Click Here for Article
New Publications from BRR/WR

Oremland, R.S., Capone, D.G., Stolz, J.F., and Fuhrman, J., 2005, Whither or wither -- Geomicrobiology in the era of “community metagenomics”:  Nature Reviews in Microbiology, vol. 3, p. 572 - 578.

Reynolds, A.C., Betancourt, J.L., Quade, J., Patchett, P.J., Dean, J.S., and Stein, J., 2005, 87Sr/86Sr sourcing of ponderosa pine used in Anasazi great house construction at Chaco Canyon, New Mexico:  Journal of Archaeological Science, vol. 32, p.1,061-1,075.
Other Newly Available USGS Publications

Swain, E.D., 2005, A model for simulation of surface-water integrated flow and transport in two dimensions:  User's guide for application to coastal wetlands:  U.S. Geological Survey Open-File Report 2005-1033, 88 p. Click Here for Report
Tihansky, A.B., 2005, Effects of aquifer heterogeneity on ground-water flow and chloride concentrations in the Upper Floridan aquifer near and within an active pumping well field, west-central Florida:  U.S. Geological Survey Scientific Investigations Report 2004-5268, 75 p. Click Here for Report
Editor’s Note: Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m. Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
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