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Notices
Isabelle Cozzarelli, Barbara Bekins, Paul Hsieh and Frank Chappelle Elected GSA Fellows:  Our BRR/ER colleague, Isabelle Cozzarelli, BRR/WR colleagues, Barbara Bekins and Paul Hsieh and RGE colleague from the South Carolina Water Science Center, Frank Chappelle, are among 40 members elected to Geological Society of America (GSA) Fellowship on May 14.  The newly elected Fellows will be announced in the July issue of GSA Today. They will also be recognized at the Presidential Address and Awards Ceremony at the GSA Annual Meeting in Salt Lake City on Saturday, October 15.  Congratulations, Isabelle, Barbara, Paul and Frank!
Reports Tune-up Class to be held in BRR/ER:  Dorothy Tepper, Reports Improvement Advisor for the Northeastern Region, will present a 4-hour Reports Tune-up Class for BRR/ER on Wednesday, June 22, in Room 5B-227 from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  Topics to be covered include:

· Getting Started Writing a Report/Technical Writing Advice

· Report Writing Resources

· Illustrations and Fact Sheets

· Bureauwide Report Series

· Policy Issues and Copyright Issues

· Common Grammatical, Punctuation, and Spelling Errors

There is no charge for the class.  Please contact Barbara Cardellichio at (703) 648-5993 or at bcardell@usgs.gov to sign up as soon as possible, so that sufficient handouts can be prepared.

Vacancy, Director, SD Water Science Center, Rapid City:  This position is advertised on the USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/.  This interdisciplinary position (Supervisory Hydrologist, Supervisory Biologist, or Supervisory Physical Scientist) is advertised as CR-2005-0215/0221/0222, open merit promotion, and CR-2005-0223/0224/0225, open to all US citizens.  Applications will be accepted through June 17, 2005.
Fact Sheets About NRP Science:  As one of her Scientist Emeritus activities, Mary Jo Baedecker, with help from David Jones, is writing and editing fact sheets about NRP science that can be used in briefings for congressional and program staffers as well as for distribution at local and national meetings.  Two have been completed and others are in preparation.  Mary Jo says that many of you sent information last year and she will gradually work through it and ask for reviews and updates of the material.  These fact sheets are designed to give short overviews on research topics, provide references for additional information, and to be as free from technical jargon as possible.  The first two fact sheets have been published and are available online:

Overview of the NRP--http://water.usgs.gov/pubs/fs/2005/3015/pdf/fs-2005-3015.pdf
Platte River Research--http://water.usgs.gov/pubs/fs/2005/3029/pdf/fs2005-3029.pdf
Call for Presentations for the Climate Science in Support of Decisionmaking Workshop:  The U.S. Climate Change Science Program (CCSP) will hold the subject workshop on November 14-16, 2005, at the Crystal Gateway Marriott Hotel in Arlington, Virginia.  The workshop will explore uses of observations, modeling, studies of climate and related environmental processes, and derived tools to inform decisionmaking.  Current information about the workshop is available at www.climatescience.gov/workshop2005/default.htm.  The CCSP invites presentations by users of climate science as well as members of the research community on topics related to the following major themes:
· Water, including drought, water supply and water quality, and the uses of water in agriculture, ecosystems, recreation, and other sectors; 

· Ecosystems, including carbon sequestration, fire and other disturbances, invasive species, managed ecosystems (e.g., agriculture, forestry), and public health; 

· Coastal issues, including sea-level rise, infrastructure, storms, and marine resources; 

· Energy, including climate information that supports energy management and seasonal forecasting, infrastructure, energy planning such as biomass and renewables; and

· Air Quality, including human health effects such as air quality and temperature issues.

Those interested in giving a presentation should submit an abstract using the web-based submission process available at the following website: www.climatescience.gov/workshop2005/papers/index.php?authorsInstructions=1.  The website also contains additional information on the types of presentations encouraged, how to submit an abstract, the review process, and key dates, including announcement of accepted presentations.  The deadline for submitting abstracts is July 30, 2005.  Please contact workshop@climatescience.gov for further information.
The Lazy, Hazy, Crazy Days of Summer Picnic:  Tickets are on sale now for “The Lazy, Hazy, Crazy Days of Summer” the BRR/ER summer picnic, to be held on Thursday, June 23, 2005, on the patio over the cafeteria, from 3:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. Our picnic will be catered by Famous Dave's Barbecue, and will be served promptly at 4:00 p.m.  Tickets are $13.50 per person and can be obtained from Pam Smith at Mail Stop 430, Sandy Blackwell at Mail Stop 431, and Judy Palmer at Mail Stop 432. Children under 10 are free, so we hope you bring your family and friends to join in our Great Dessert Bake-off, our Volleyball games, relay races, guessing games and more. Rain or shine!

The Great Dessert Bake Off:  Start searching your recipe books now for that unique and delicious dessert recipe to enter in our BRR/ER Great Dessert Bake Off.  Rules:  Contestants must be a BRR/ER staff member or immediate relative of a staff member; your entry must be homemade; and serve at least 8 persons.  Prizes will be awarded by our well qualified trio of judges, Pierre Glynn, Harry Jenter and Tom Yanosky.  All entries must be delivered to Sandy Blackwell at MS 431 by 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, June 23 for judging, and the winners will be announced at the picnic.  These entries will then be served as dessert at the picnic; first come, first served.  Please contact Sandy at x5672 for further information.  We hope you decide to join in the fun and submit an entry!
USGS Mentoring Program Update:  Mentoring is an effective way to train and develop all individuals regardless of age or background, and is a necessary process for the USGS to continue to maintain its high standard of science and excellent quality of leadership. 

Get a Mentor:   The 1-Year Guided mentoring partnerships are available for permanent, SCEP, TERM, or STEP employees with 5 years or less of USGS service, or the Self Directed mentoring program is available for those employees with more than 5 years of USGS service.  The process begins with an on-line application, available at  http://training.usgs.gov/mentoring/MentoreeApp.cfm  The benefits of having a USGS mentor are numerous, offering opportunities for self-growth, expanding your professional network, fine tuning leadership skills, planning your career strategy, boosting your technical skills and knowledge, and developing better understanding of our organization and culture. Your partnership with your mentor starts by attending a mandatory 2-day shadowing experience on August 9-10, 2005.  Mentorees will meet with Mentors at the Mentors duty station.  Travel expenses will be paid for by the Office of Employee Development.  

Be A Mentor:  Employees with greater than 5 years of USGS service who are willing to mentor other employees are invited to access the USGS Mentoring Website and apply to be a mentor.   It is an extraordinary gift to guide, coach, and to act as a sounding board and confidante for a mentoree.  

Find out more from live Cyber Introduction Seminars on: (ET)

All Interested Employees
June 20, 9:00 AM
Audio Conference Code # 32462

Supervisors and Managers
June 29, 2:00 PM
Audio Conference Code # 32462

All Interested Employees
July 5, 10:00 AM
Audio Conference Code # 32462

Self-Directed Mentoring
July 11, 9:00 AM
Audio Conference Code # 32462

Supervisors and Managers
July 13, 9:00 AM
Audio Conference Code # 32462

All Interested Employees
July 22, 1:00 PM
Audio Conference Code # 32462

Register for one of these live cyber seminars at https://gsvaresa05.er.usgs.gov/STCENTER.nsf and click on "Attend a Meeting."  Then, click on scheduled meetings, choosing your desired meeting.  The number for the Audio Bridge is 703-648-4848.  For further information, please contact Mentoring Program Manager Kimberly Miller at (304)347-5130 ext. 227 or Stacey Martinez at (303) 445-4674 or consult the USGS Mentoring Program website at http://training.usgs.gov and click on mentoring.

Requisition Deadline Reminder:  June 10 - Exercise of priced contract options with a start date of October 1, 2005 (FY 2006 requirements).

Diversity Day:  Come and celebrate the 4th annual “Diversity Day” on Tuesday, June 7, from 9:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m., in the National Center Auditorium and Art hallway.  Ned Parks will be the keynote speaker, with entertainment by the world-famous Washington Chinese Traditional Orchestra, along with a kung-fu demonstration and a Chinese dancer.  USGS Deputy Director Bob Doyle will be opening the ceremonies. See you there!

Blood Donation This Friday: The Red Cross is in need of blood donors and will be at USGS National Center this Friday, June 10 from 7:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  This is an excellent and easy way to make a difference in someone's life.

Upcoming Training Available
(If interested in any of the following courses, sign up using the Training Management System and use "Training Order" as the payment type - https://gsvaresa08.er.usgs.gov/WebForms/Pertrain.nsf/.  Contact Leigh Healy (lhealy@usgs.gov or x 6825) with any questions.)
Advanced Word, Excel, and Access Courses Available:  For just $58.00 per course, you can brush up on your computer skills right here at the National Center.  Taught by Softek Systems, the following courses will be offered, and only 10 slots are available in each course.   

Wednesday, July 13
Advanced Word
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Room 2D114

Thursday, July 14
Advanced Excel
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Room 2D114

Thursday, July 21
Advanced Access
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Room 2D114

Pre-Retirement Seminar:  Sponsored by DOI, this popular seminar will take place on August 23 - 24, 2005, at the National Center Auditorium. The cost is $89.00 per person, and spouses are encouraged to attend.  The seminar runs from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. each day.

Free Financial Planning Seminar:   You'll need to register now to book a seat at this free seminar on Financial Planning, to be held on Wednesday, October 12, 2005, from 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. in 1B215.  Only 30 slots are available.
New Publications from BRR/WR:

Bekins, B.A., Hostettler, F.D., Herkelrath, W.N., Delin, G.N., Warren, E., and Essaid, H.I., 2005, Progression of methanogenic degradation of crude oil in the subsurface:  Environmental Geosciences, v. 12, p. 139-152.

Kharaka, Y.K., and Dorsey, N.S., 2005, Environmental issues of petroleum exploration and production:  Introduction (to special issue):  Environmental Geosciences, v. 12, p. 61-63.

Kharaka, Y.K., Thordsen, J.J., Kakouros, E., and Herkelrath, W.N., 2005, Impact of petroleum production on ground and surface waters:  Results from the Osage-Skiatook petroleum environmental research site A, Osage County, Oklamoma:  Environmental Geosciences, v. 12, p. 127-138.

Latorre, C.L., Betancourt, J.L., Rech, J.A., Quade, J., Holmgren, C., Placzek, C.P., Vuille, M., and Rylander, K.A. 2005, Late Quaternary history of the Atacama Desert inSmith, M., and Hesse, P., eds., 23 Degrees South:  Archaeology and Environmental History of the Southern Deserts:  Canberra, National Museum of Australia, p. 73-90.

Other Newly Available Publications

Swain, E.D., 2005, A Model for Simulation of Surface Water Integrated Flow and Transport in Two Dimensions: User’s Guide for Application to Coastal Wetlands, U.S. Geological Survey Open-File Report 2005-1033, 88 p.

Tihansky, A.B., 2004, Effects of Aquifer Heterogeneity on Ground-Water Flow and Chloride Concentrations in the Upper Floridian Aquifer near and within an Active Pumping Well Field, West-Central Florida, U.S. Geological Survey Open-File Report 2004-5268, 75 p.

Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
Over (








