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Seminars

Tuesday, July 12, Mike Phillips, Masters Candidate, Public Health, George Washington University, Washington, D.C., “Traceability of Mercury in Coal”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.

Wednesday, July 13, 2005 Distinguished Darcy Lecture, D. Kip Solomon, Ph.D., Professor and Director of the Noble Gas Laboratory, Department of Geology and Geophysics, University of Utah, “Inert Gas Tracers in Ground Water”, Room 1C-400, National Center Visitor’s Center, 1:00 p.m.

Wednesday, July 13, Hans-Erik Anderson (U-WA, Seattle), Jim McKean (USDA Forest Service, RMS, Boise) and Steve Reutebuch (USDA Forest Service, PNW, Seattle), “Airborne Laser Scanning (LIDAR) for Multi-Resource Measurement and Monitoring”, Room 4A-332, 2:15 p.m.
Notices
Acting Branch Chief: Pierre Glynn will be out of the office from Thursday, July 14 - Friday, July 15.  Harry Jenter will be Acting Branch Chief for those days.

BRR/ER Student Appreciation Lunch:  We have some great students working this summer and we would like to thank them for all their hard work, so please join us on Thursday, July 28 at 11:30 a.m. for our annual BRR/ER Student Appreciation Lunch outside on the patio above the cafeteria.  There will be pizza, chips, drinks, dessert, and watermelon.  The cost is $6.00 per person (supervisors should pay for their students).  Please pay Marge (MS 432), Margaret (MS 431), or Jennifer (MS 430) by Tuesday, July 26.
GSA Topical Session on Environmental Impacts of Petroleum Production:  Our USGS colleagues Yousif Kharaka and Jim Otton are co-convening a Geological Society of America (GSA) Hydrogeology Division Topical Session (T12) on "Environmental Issues Related to Oil and Gas Exploration and Production".  The GSA meeting will be held on October 16-19 in Salt Lake City.  The deadline for receipt of abstracts is July 12.  Instructions for abstract submittal are at: http://www.geosociety.org/meetings/2005.  Yousif and Jim are soliciting oral and poster presentations on past and present impacts to soil, surface and ground waters, and ecosystems caused by exploration and production of petroleum and coal-bed methane.
GSA Topical Session on Ground-Water Quality and Availability:  Our USGS colleague Mike Moran (South Dakota, NAWQA VOC National Synthesis) and Vicki Kretsinger (Luhdorff and Scalmanini, Consulting Engineers) are co-convening a topical session (T15) on "Ground-Water Quality and Quantity Interconnections - The Effects of Natural and Anthropogenic Contamination on Ground-Water Availability" for the 2005 Geological Society of America (GSA) Meeting in Salt Lake City on October 16-19.  The session is cosponsored by GSA and the Association of Ground Water Scientists & Engineers Division of the National Ground Water Association (NGWA).  NGWA's Darcy Lecturer, Kip Solomon, is giving his lecture on "Inert Gas Tracers in Ground Water" at the conclusion of session T9 on Bedrock Infiltration. The abstract deadline is July 12 (see http://www.geosociety.org/meetings/2005/ for meeting details).
Mendenhall Postdoc Information:  The Mendenhall Postdoctoral Research Fellowship Program announcement for FY07 is now live at http://geology.usgs.gov/postdoc.  This initiates the 7th postdoc recruitment cycle under this USGS/GD program.  There are 39 research opportunities this round, including for the first time 5 opportunities focused on Geography Discipline programs.  The application closing date is December 1, 2005.
Mandatory Department of the Interior On-Line Training Course – Discrimination and Whistleblowing in the Workplace:  All employees and supervisors must complete the on-line mandatory training course titled “Discrimination and Whistleblowing in the Workplace.”   The purpose of this training is to make employees aware of rights, remedies, and responsibilities under antidiscrimination and whistleblower protection laws.  Please note the original deadline of July 29 for completion has been extended to September 30, 2005.  Training can be accessed, at no cost, either on-line at http://www.doiu.nbc.gov/nofear or by CD-ROM, available from Harry Jenter.   If you elect to complete the course using the CD-ROM, you must document completion in the USGS Training Management System (TMS) to receive credit.  To facilitate this training, BRR/ER has arranged for use of a computer training room, 5B126, for Thursday and Friday afternoons from 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. in August and September, so that projects and small groups can take the training together.  The dates are August 18 and 19, August 25 and 26, September 8 and 9, and September 15 and 16.  Please sign up through Barbara in the Branch Office (x5993).
Celebrating Our Accomplishments:  The Honor Awards Ceremony will be held in the Auditorium on October 27, 2005.  The Ceremony Program will include recent recognition that staff members have received from other agencies, outside organizations, educational institutions, or any other groups outside the USGS.  The Branch is assembling a list of those accomplishments to send to the Director’s Office for inclusion in this year’s program.  Please describe any recognition from organizations outside the USGS you or a BRR/ER colleague have received since October 19, 2004 and send the description to Harry Jenter no later than September 11, 2005.  Include recognition such as:
· Professional recognition (please note that the “professional” refers to the nature of the work you do, e.g., scientist, science technician, science support

· Presidency of a professional organization

· Selection as a Fellow of a Professional Organization

· Invitation to serve as a presenter in a formal lecture series

· Any other similar type of recognition

Please do not include Departmental Honor Awards or Training or developmental assignments.  Include:  Name of recipient, Position Title, Organization (WRD/BRR/ER), Name of Award/Recognition, Date of Award/Recognition (mm/yy), Brief description of award/recognition, Brief description of why the award/recognition was received, Is there any else about this award or the presentation that you would like to share, your name and office telephone number. Thank you for your input!
New Publications from BRR/ER

Hupp, C.R., Walbridge, M.R., and Lockaby, B.G., 2005, Fluvial geomorphic processes and landforms, water quality, and nutrients in Bottomland Hardwood forests of southeastern USA: in (L.H. Fredrickson, S.L. King and R.M. Kaminski, Eds) Ecology and Management of Bottomland Hardwood Systems. University of Missouri-Columbia, Gaylord Memorial Laboratory Special Publication No. 10, Puxico, MO USA, p. 37-55.
New Publications from BRR/WR

Hanson, R.T. and Dettinger, M.D., 2005, Ground-water/surface-water responses to global climate simulations, Santa Clara-Calleguas basin, Ventura County, California, 1950-93:  Journal of the American Water Resources Association, v. 43, p. 517-536

Hurwitz, S., Mariner, R.H., Fehn, U., and Snyder, G.T., 2005, Systematics of halogen elements and their radioisotopes in thermal springs of the Cascade Range, north-central Oregon, USA:  Earth and Planetary Science Letters, v. 235, p. 700-714.
Other Newly Available Publications
Ries III, K., Steeves P., Coles, J., Rea, A., and Stewart, D., 2004, StreamStats: A U.S. Geological Survey Web Application for Stream Information, U.S. Geological Survey Fact Sheet 2004-3115
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
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