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January 31 – February 4, 2005
Seminars

Tuesday, February 1, Energy Synergy Seminar, Dr. Lynne Koontz, USGS, CR, BRD, Fort Collins, Colorado, “Analyzing Stakeholder Preferences for Managing Elk and Bison in the Southern Greater Yellowstone Area:  an Example of the Disparate Stakeholder Management Approach”, Visitors Center, Room 1C-400, 1:00 p.m.

Wednesday, February 2, Susan Carson Lambert, Geographer, Principal Investigator, Kentucky Commonwealth Office of Technology, “Kentucky Watershed Modeling Information Portal”, Room 5A-137, 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday, February 2, Lee De Cola, USGS, “A Bayesian approach to describing regional states”, Room 2D-308, 12:00 - 1:00 p.m.

Wednesday, February 2, Stephen Gray, Ph.D., NRC Postdoctoral Research Associate, USGS Desert Laboratory, Tucson, AZ, “Assessing the importance of low-frequency climate variability in forecasting ecological and hydrologic change across the Rocky Mountain West”, Room 2A-405, 12:00 - 1:00 p.m. (brown bag)
Upcoming Seminars
Thursday, February 10, Dr, Emery A. Coppola Jr., President of NOAH, and Emmanuel Charles, Hydrologist, USGS – New Jersey District, “Artificial Neural Network Applications to Ground-Water Resource Modeling and Forecasting Problems”, Room 5A-217, 10:00 a.m.
Friday, February 11, Barnett Rattner, Patuxent Wildlife Research Center, Laurel, Maryland, “Vanadium on the Fly Ash: An Unrecognized Hazard to Waterfowl?”, Room 4A-332, 10:30 - 11:30 a.m.
Friday, February 11, National Research Program Water Resources Discipline Research Seminar, Morris L. Maslia, Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry, “Historical Reconstruction of Water Resources at Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune, North Carolina: In Support of ATSDR’s Health Study”, Room 5B-227, 3:00 p.m.
Notices
Reception for Tyler Coplen's Distinguished Service Award:  You are invited to a reception, hosted by Bob Hirsch, to honor Ty and his eight fellow award recipients from WRD, on Wednesday February 2 in 5A217 at 9:30 a.m. Ty has been awarded the Department of Interior's highest honor, the Distinguished Service Award, in recognition of his outstanding contributions to the U.S. Geological Survey in the fields of isotope geochemistry and hydrology.  Congratulations, Ty!
New Performance Management System Training:  With the deadline for completing all Performance Appraisals just 30 days away, the Headquarters and Eastern Region Personnel Offices will be conducting an additional training session for supervisors and managers on the new Performance Management System for non-SES employees.  This training will provide information on the new 5-level system and assistance with developing employee performance work plans.  The training will be held in Room BA102A on February 15, 2005 from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  If you plan to attend, please notify Nuria Barmonde via e-mail at nbarmonde@usgs.gov by February 10, 2005. Note that previous training sessions have filled up fast and people have been turned away at the door.  So, if you plan to attend, it is recommended that you sign up as soon as possible.  If you have any questions, you may contact Nuria Barmonde at 648-7491 or Amy Pereira at 703-648-7457.  Reminder: On-line training is available for all employees at http://www.doiu.nbc.gov.  This on-line training is mandatory for supervisors and managers.
Supervisors Must Obtain Lotus Internet Passwords:  All supervisors should be certain to obtain a USGS Lotus Internet Password in order to access, approve and route the many electronic forms we use, including training orders, DI-2000's and DI-1175's.  The Branch now electronically approves most forms, and you must have a Lotus Internet Password to access them.  This password is different than your Lotus e-mail password or your computer password. 
DOI Requirement to Expire All Passwords Every 90 Days: On February 4, 2005, the USGS will start the process of expiring USGS Lotus Internet passwords for all users.  Consequently, at some point in the near future, you will receive an email message telling you that your Lotus Internet password will be expiring in a certain number of days. That email message will include a link to a web page explaining how to change your Lotus Internet password.  If you have any questions, please contact your secretary or Doreen Lucas at x5626, adlucas@usgs.gov. You also may contact GS Lotus Help or GS Lotus Registration. You can find out more about your Lotus Internet password and other password information at http://notes.usgs.gov/lotus-passwords.html. The DOI policy can be found at http://internal.usgs.gov/gio/security/doi_computer_password_policy_12-5-2003.pdf.

Student Resumes:  The Branch Office has received three resumes from students looking for employment.  Please see Barbara or Emerson for a copy.  Applicants include:

· A graduate student at Old Dominion University in GIS, with an emphasis in hydrology and cartography, and who has an undergraduate degree in Geology.
· A junior at Washington & Lee University, majoring in Chemistry and Engineering, who has worked as a GIS intern and is looking for summer work.

· A sophomore at UVA, majoring in Environmental Sciences, who is looking for a summer internship, who was also Valedictorian at James Wood High School in Winchester.
New Publications from BRR/ER

Flinn, J.M., Hunter, D., Linkous, D.H., Lanzirotti, A., Smith, L.N., Brightwell, J., and Jones, B.F., 2005, Enhanced zinc consumption causes memory deficits and increased brain levels of zinc, Physiology & Behavior, vol. 83(5), p. 793-803, doi:10.1016/j.physbeh.2004.10.009 

New Publications from BRR/CR

Rostad, C.E., Bishop, L.M., Ellis, G.E., Leiker, T.J., Monsterleet, S.G., and Pereira, W.E., 2004, Organic contaminants associated with suspended sediment collected during five cruises of the Mississippi River and its principal tributaries, May 1988 to June 1990:  U.S. Geological Survey Open-File Report 93-360, http://water.usgs.gov/pubs/of/ofr93360/.
New Publications from BRR/WR

Cloern, J.E., and Dufford, R., 2005, Phytoplankton community ecology:  Principles applied in San Francisco Bay:  Marine Ecology Progress Series, v. 285, p. 1-28.
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