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January 24 – January 28, 2005
Seminars

Monday, January 24, Doug Alsdorf, Ohio State University, “Tracking Fresh Water from Space”, Room 5A-217 at 1:00 p.m.
Wednesday, January 26, Chief Hydrologist's Seminar, David Topping, USGS, National Research Program, Flagstaff, Arizona,  “First Results from the November 2004 Controlled High-Flow Experiment in Grand Canyon: High-resolution Monitoring of Suspended-Sediment Concentration and Grain Size in the Colorado River in Grand Canyon using a Laser-Acoustic System”,  Room 2A-405 at 1:00 p.m.

Tuesday February 1, Energy Synergy Seminar, Dr. Lynne Koontz, USGS, CR, BRD, Fort Collins, Colorado, “Analyzing Stakeholder Preferences for Managing Elk and Bison in the Southern Greater Yellowstone Area:  an Example of the Disparate Stakeholder Management Approach”, Visitors Center, Room 1C-400, 1:00 p.m.

Friday, February 11, Barnett Rattner, Patuxent Wildlife Research Center, Laurel, Maryland, “Vanadium on the Fly Ash: An Unrecognized Hazard to Waterfowl?”, 4A-332 National Center, 10:30-11:30 a.m.
Notices
Please consider volunteering to help staff the USGS exhibit at the AAAS Annual Meeting in Washington, February 17-21:  The American Association for the Advancement of Science is holding its annual meeting at the Marriott Wardman Park and Omni Shoreham hotels in the Woodley Park area of Washington from February 17 to February 21, focusing on a theme of "the Nexus--where Science meets Society".  Information on the meeting is available at http://www.aaas.org/meetings/Annual_Meeting/.  Chip Groat and other USGS scientists will be among the speakers.  There will be a USGS exhibit in the exhibit hall, staffed by professional USGS communications people.  As always, they would like to have some USGS scientists to help them staff the exhibit.  Volunteers will receive free registration for the meeting.  Unfortunately, the dates overlap with the Presidents Day holiday weekend, but if you are interested in volunteering, please check with your supervisor and then contact Judy Salvo (jfsalvo@usgs.gov).
Distinguished Service Award presented to Tyler Coplen:  Ty has been awarded the Department of Interior's highest honor, the Distinguished Service Award, in recognition of his outstanding contributions to the U.S. Geological Survey in the fields of isotope geochemistry and hydrology.  The citation reads, in part:

“Dr. Coplen is an internationally recognized leader in the analysis of light stable isotopes. He is one of the world’s most experienced analysts and foremost authority on the stable isotope geochemistry of natural materials associated with the hydrologic cycle.  He has built, operated, and continues to improve automated systems for mass spectrometers that drive the technology for such analyses.  Technical experts around the world seek his advice.  Dr. Coplen produced a large body of work using stable isotope data that led to an improved understanding of the movement of both ground water and surface water.  His work on isotope techniques has been instrumental in elucidating many physical, biological, and chemical processes that mediate water qualities and contribute to the solution of complex problems requiring interdisciplinary collaboration.  For example, the heavier isotope of oxygen in water is enriched in waters recharged at a higher temperature.  Through changes in ratios in precisely dated cores from Nevada’s Devils Hole vein calcite, Dr. Coplen documented natural patterns of climate change through the last 500,000 years.  His generation of stable hydrogen and oxygen isotope ratios of water from selected surface water sites on a national scale makes the period 1984-1987, during which the samples were collected, an important baseline against which long-term change can be compared.  His foresight continues to open the promise of useful multidisciplinary interpretations of the processes that influence the quantity and quality of water resources.  For his outstanding contributions to the USGS in the fields of isotope geochemistry and hydrology, Dr. Tyler B. Coplen is granted the highest honor of the Department of the Interior, the Distinguished Service Award.”
 A reception, hosted by Bob Hirsch to honor Ty and his fellow award recipients from WRD, will be held on Wednesday February 2 in 5A217 at 9:30 a.m.  Congratulations, Ty!
Online Remote-Sensing Needs Survey:  The Commercial Remote Sensing Space Policy (CRSSP) Interagency Working Group has announced the release of a web-based entry tool,  CIDR (CRSSP Imagery-Derived Requirements), designed to capture civil agency remote sensing and derived-from-remote-sensing data requirements (including aerial photography) for FY05, FY06 and FY07. The cutoff date for entries into the CIDR tool to be considered for FY07 funding initiatives is Friday, February 4.  To use the CIDR Tool, point your web browser at http://cidr.cr.usgs.gov and use the provided username and password to login. Please direct any questions regarding requirements data entry or suggested tool improvements to either Tom Cecere (703) 648-5551 (tcecere@usgs.gov) or Stacy Curry (703) 648-4405 (scurry@usgs.gov).
USGS Releases New Satellite-Image Product:  The USGS, in cooperation with NASA, has developed a new Level 1G systematic (geometrically and radiometrically corrected) stitched data product from the Earth Observing-1 (EO-1) Advanced Land Imager (ALI).  The new ALI product represents an effort to increase the quality and usability of the current ALI data products available from EO-1. ALI is a 30-meter multispectral sensor with spectral band ranges and spatial resolutions very similar to the Landsat 7 Enhanced Thematic Mapper Plus (ETM+).  The L1Gs ALI product will include nine 30-meter bands in the VNIR and SWIR ranges and a 10-meter panchromatic band.  The new ALI product is available for $500 per scene, and may be searched and ordered through Earth Explorer <http://earthexplorer.usgs.gov> or the USGS Global Visualization Viewer <http://glovis.usgs.gov>.  For more information on EO-1 and EO-1 data products, see the EO-1 website: http://eo1.usgs.gov.

CW Government Travel replacing Omega World Travel:  Effective March 1, 2005, DOI is beginning the implementation of eTravel, one of the e-Government initiatives under the President's Management Agenda.  The first, very important, step of this process will be for CW Government Travel (formerly Carlson Wagonlit Travel) to take over all travel management services from Omega World Travel, including replacing Omega's “Trip Manager” online booking system with CWGT's online booking system.  CWGT will serve the Department from two established government call centers in San Antonio, TX and Alexandria, VA.  Also, CWGT will provide an emergency after hours call center dedicated to government travelers. All agents will be fully versed on government travel rules, contract fares and other government rates and will be provided updated travel profiles of all DOI travelers.  Training sessions and FAQs are being prepared for any interested travelers or travel preparers.  If you need additional information in the interim, please contact Jackie Lynch, Branch Chief, Travel, by email at jelynch@usgs.gov.
Timely Submission of Bank Card Statements:  Just a friendly reminder to submit your bank card statements (with supervisory signature, account numbers and description of item purchased, of course!) to the Finance Office as soon as possible after receipt.  
New Publications from BRR/WR
Bowers, J. E., 2005, Influence of climatic variability on local population dynamics of a Sonoran Desert platyopuntia:  Journal of Arid Environments, v. 61, p. 193-210.

Buchwalter, D.B., and Luoma, S.N., 2005, Differences in dissolved cadmium and zinc uptake among stream insects:  Mechanistic explanations:  Environmental Science and Technology, v. 39, p. 498-504.

Tiedeman, C.R., Ely, D.M., Hill, M.C., and O'Brien, G.M., 2004, A method for evaluating the importance of system state observations to model predictions, with application to the Death Valley regional groundwater flow system:  Water Resources Research, v.40, doi:10.1029/2004WR003313
Other Newly Available Publications

Levesque, V.A., 2004, Water Flow and Nutrient Flux from Five Estuarine Rivers along the Southwest Coast of the Everglades National Park, Florida, 1997-2001:  U.S. Geological Survey Scientific Investigations Report 2004-5142, 24 p.

Lewelling, B.R., 2004, Extent of Areal Inundation of Riverine Wetland Along Five River Systems in the Upper Hillsborough River Watershed, West–Central Florida:  U.S. Geological Survey Scientific Investigations Report 2004-5133, 49 p.
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