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January 17 – January 21, 2005

Seminars

Wednesday, January 19,  Mendenhall Postdoctoral Research Seminar - John C. Warner, USGS, Woods Hole, Massachusetts, "Development and applications of a community coastal sediment transport model," USGS Visitors Center, 1C-400 at 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday, January 19, Harold John M. Emlen, Ecologist, Western Fisheries Research Center, Seattle, Washington, "Interaction Assessment: A tool for predicting population responses to environmental change," Room 4A-332, at 1:00 p.m.

Notices

Holidays:  There are two holidays this week:  Monday, January 17, for Dr. Martin Luther King's Birthday and Thursday, January 20, for Inauguration Day.  Inauguration Day is an official holiday only for those federal employees who work in the Washington D.C. metropolitan area.  Please be reminded that AWS employees must work an extra hour or take an extra hour of leave to reach the required 80 hours this pay period.

Looking for a digital video camera:  Allen Shapiro will be drilling a 1000 ft-deep research borehole in Great Falls, VA at Observatory Park (the corner of Georgetown Pike and Springvale Road) at the end of January. Allen would like to collect video images of the drilling, and would like to borrow a digital video camera for this purpose. If anyone has a digital video camera that he can borrow, please contact him at x5884. Also, if you are interested in viewing the drilling, please contact Allen and he can give you information on the exact location and the drilling schedule.

Reminder - Job Opportunity, Chief, Branch of Regional Research - Eastern Region: The Branch Chief position for BRR/ER closes Wednesday, January 19, 2005.  Complete information can be obtained at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/.

Call for Images of Hazards:  The Office of Communications is developing numerous products and templates that will be used by the Director, the Office of Budget, and the Office of Communications.  These products and templates will be available for all USGS programs to use or tailor to specific program needs.  We are looking for new, high-resolution images relating to the following topics:


Fires




Volcanoes


Floods




Hurricanes


Landslides



Earthquakes


USGS employees at work

USGS employees at work with cooperators 

If you have or know of any images that should be incorporated into these products and templates, please FTP the highest resolution file available (with metadata) to ftp://ftpint.usgs.gov/pub/er/va/reston/mharrison/.  At the same time, please notify mharrison@usgs.gov when files have been uploaded to this directory and provide the file name, a caption, a photographer/source and the date, if known.  We are interested in print-quality images.  Please FTP the highest resolution possible.

USGS Workshop - "Linking hydrological change and ecological response in streams and rivers of the eastern United States:” This workshop will be held from February 8 - 10, 2005, in Herndon, Virginia at the Days Hotel and Conference Center.  The purpose of this workshop is to provide information, improve communication, and promote collaborations among scientists and aquatic resource managers.  The focus is on rivers and streams of the eastern United States, but examples and experiences from central and western States may also be applied.  Products of the workshop will include a conference proceeding of extended abstracts and speaker Power Point presentations and a workshop synthesis paper on priority issues, research needs, and a USGS plan for the implementation of integrated studies.  An open poster session will be held in conjunction with a social hour the evening of Tuesday, February 8, 2005, from 6:00 p.m. - 7:30 pm in the lobby of the Days Hotel.  Posters are invited that address current aspects of linking hydrology and ecological response.  Registration is now open with a January 24, 2005 deadline.  Register on line at www.lsc.usgs.gov/NARB/workshops/index.html or by fax, mail or e-mail.  The registration fee of $70.00 can be paid by check or money order, payable to "William Lellis."  

Hardware and Software Standardization for the USGS Scientific Community:  In September, 2004 a team was formed to assist in the definition of department-wide hardware and software standards.   The team has been tasked with documenting USGS scientific requirements to ensure that needs of USGS scientists are considered in the process of the standardization.  To find out more or to make your requirements known, visit the following website:  http://internal.wr.usgs.gov/rgio/scidocteam/.

ES&T Article on USGS Streamgage Network:  The journal Environmental Science and Technology (ES&T) did a news article on USGS streamgages that was just posted on their online news page and will be published in the February 1 issue of their hardcopy journal.  It can be accessed at http://pubs.acs.org/subscribe/journals/esthag-w/2005/jan/science/kc_stream.html.
USGS Well Records December 26 Sumatran Earthquake:   News agencies all over the world are reporting a story about the earthquake record from a USGS real-time ground-water monitoring well in Christiansburg, Virginia.  The earthquake-induced water-level oscillations can also be seen online through the USGS NWIS database.  See http://va.water.usgs.gov/NEWS_RELEASE/quake_dec26_2004.html.
USGS Water-Cycle Website:  The USGS Water-Cycle website , "the most comprehensive website about the water cycle anywhere,"  is now available in 50 different languages and the summary text is available in four languages.  Visit the Water-Cycle website and the USGS Water Science for Schools website at http://ga.water.usgs.gov/edu/.
It's Not Too Late to Donate:  The CFC Campaign has been extended through January 31, 2005.  There are a number of organizations that are  coordinating relief efforts for the tsunami survivors, including the American Red Cross and CARE.  Please consider a convenient payroll deduction donation or one time donation for the charity of your choice for this year's campaign.  If you need a pledge card or catalog of charities, please see Barbara in the Branch office.

Training on the New Performance Management System:  All employees must have their new Performance Plans in place by March 1, 2005.  Two types of training are available for this new system.  Please note that managers and supervisors are mandated to take the on-line training.

Classroom training will be provided by Personnel staff for supervisors and managers, however all employees are invited to attend, if interested.  This training will give supervisors and managers assistance in developing employee performance work plans. The training will last approximately 2-1/2 hours.  The training will be held in Room 5A217 on Tuesday, January 18, 2005, at 1:00 p.m.  Registration is not required. However, we recommend getting there early; people were turned away last week.  For questions, contact Cathy Skelton at x7428.

On-line training is available for all employees at http://www.doiu.nbc.gov.  This on-line training is mandatory for supervisors and managers.

Coffee Fund Honor System:   We have noticed a decline in coffee fund donations in the past months, and we urge everyone to donate the suggested 25 cents per cup of coffee, and 10 cents per tea bag.  This fund not only pays for coffee supplies, but also paper products and kitchen cleaning supplies.  Please help us keep our costs low with your regular contributions.  

Secretarial Coverage at Mail Stops:  If your secretary is absent, our general Branch policy is to ask the other secretary at your mail stop to take care of any work you need done, as a first point of contact.  If she cannot help you for whatever reason, please then see Barbara in the Branch office.  We should have enough secretarial staff to assist you at any time, so please don't hesitate to ask. 

Registration for Science Camp 2005:  Registration forms for Science Camp 2005 will be available on January 19 in the Visitors Center.   Registration will begin on January 31st – February 6 for Reston Association Members and USGS Employees only.  Please contact Beth Stettner at x5928 if you have any questions.

Tax Planning 101 Free Seminar:  Take control of your financial future and harness the power to change your life.  The USGS Special Emphasis Program Advisory Committee (SEPAC) is sponsoring a Tax Planning 101 seminar in the National Center Auditorium on Tuesday, February 1, 2005, from 12:00-1:00 p.m.

New Publications From BRR/WR

Alfaro, E., Gershunov, A., Cayan, D., Steinemann, A., Peirce, D., and Barnett, T., 2004, A method for prediction of California summer air surface temperature:  Eos, Transactions American Geophysical Union, v. 85, p. 553, 557-558.

Other Newly Available Publications

Bragg, H.M., and Uhrich, M.A., 2004, The north Santiam River, Oregon, water-quality monitoring network:  U.S. Geological Survey Fact Sheet 2004-3069.
Risley, J.C., 2004, Floods of November 1996 through January 1997 in the Umpqua River basin, Oregon:  U.S. Geological Survey Fact Sheet 2004-3134.
Thiros, S.A., and Manning, A.H., 2004, Quality and sources of ground water used for public supply in Salt Lake Valley, Salt Lake County, Utah, 2001:  U.S. Geological Survey Water-Resources Investigations Report 03-4325, 95 p.
Waddell, K.M., and Giddings, E.M., 2004, Trace elements and organic compounds in sediment and fish tissue from the Great Salt Lake basins, Utah, Idaho, and Wyoming, 1998-99:  U.S. Geological Survey Water-Resources Investigations Report 03-4283, 46 p.
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