BRANCH OF REGIONAL RESEARCH, ER

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER

January 10 – January 14, 2005
Message from the Editors

We've gone Electronic:  Our Branch newsletter will now be e-mailed to all Branch staff members effective this week, January 10, 2005.  This will be a more efficient way of distributing the newsletter, will save time on copying and distribution in the Branch, and will also allow you to access the many electronic links in the document.  Those of you who wish a paper copy will be able to print them out directly from the e-mail.  We will also distribute the newsletter hard copy this week, just to ease the transition to the new system.  
Notices
Upcoming Holidays:  There will be two holidays next week:  Monday, January 17 for Dr. Martin Luther King's Birthday and Thursday, January 20 for Inauguration Day.  Inauguration Day is an official holiday only for those federal employees who work in the Washington D.C. metropolitan area.
Job Opportunity, Chief, Branch of Regional Research - Eastern Region: The Branch Chief position has been posted as an interdisciplinary position, advertised under both merit promotion and Delegated Examining procedures at the GS-14 and GS-15 grade levels. Selection for this position will be made from one of the following merit promotion vacancies: Supervisory Biologist, ER-2005-0090; Supervisory Physical Scientist, ER-2005-0091; or Supervisory Hydrologist, ER-2005-0092 or from one of the following Delegated Examining vacancies: Supervisory Biologist, ER-2005-0093; Supervisory Physical Scientist, ER-2005-0094; or Supervisory Hydrologist, ER-2005-0095.  The vacancy closes January 19, 2005.  Complete information can be obtained at http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/.
SERDP Call for Proposals:  The Strategic Environmental Research and Development Program (SERDP) has issued two Calls for Proposals:  One for FY06 "core" funding and one for FY06 "seed" funding.  Proposals for either type of funding are due March 10, 2005.  Details can be found at http://www.serdp.org/funding/funding.html.  SERDP is the DoD corporate environmental R&D program, planned and executed in full partnership with the DoE and the EPA.  Within its broad areas of interest, SERDP focuses on cleanup, compliance, conservation, pollution prevention, and unexploded-ordnance technologies.  SERDP has prepared 18 Statements of Need for core funding and 2 Statements of Need for seed funding.  All proposals should respond directly to environmental requirements described in one of these Statements of Need.
Reminder - Upcoming Town Hall Meeting on Competitive Sourcing:  All interested employees are invited to meet with Bob Doyle, Deputy Director, and Scott Morton, Chair, Competitive Sourcing Team, regarding this Presidential Management Initiative on Tuesday, January 18 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon in the Auditorium.  An Audio bridge will be available at 703-648-4848, code 10759 or, 650-329-5199, code 7730.  Several positions and functions in our area are undergoing analysis this year including Hydrologic and Physical Science Technicians and Maintenance of Scientific Equipment.  Please see the "All Employee E-mail" that was sent on January 10, 2005 for a full list of agenda items. (Last minute addition.)

Water Availability Poster Session: Thursday January 13, 2005 from 1:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. in the Eastern Regional Director's Office (4A-401), the Eastern Region will present selected posters with the theme of "water availability" and with a focus on integrated science.  Authors will be present to answer questions and refreshments will be provided.  Topics and highlights will include science issues, cooperators, customers, products and future research directions in the following locations:

· The Atlantic Coastal Plain

· Shenandoah River Valley

· Connecticut River Valley

· Suwanee River

· Great Lakes

· Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge
International Job Opportunity:  UNESCO-IHE Institute for Water Education is looking for a professor in Hydraulic Engineering with a keen interest and experience in river engineering in light of integrated river basin development and management.  International applicants should have a proven background in the fundamental aspects of hydraulic and river engineering (hydrology and hydraulics, morphology, soil and structural mechanics, engineering geology) and the capacity to link this knowledge with relevant fields of applied science (hydraulic structures and river training works, engineering of dams and intakes) and management (integrated river basin management, environmental impact assessment, flood and drought management).  Candidates for this full-time chair should have an academic degree in Civil Engineering with a relevant PhD degree.  Additional information can be found at http://www.unesco-ihe.org/vacancy/ProfHERBD.htm.
Extended Deadline for NAGT Participation:  The deadline for submission of applications to the Director's Office cost-share program with the National Association of Geoscience Teachers has been extended to January 30, 2005.  An announcement describing this program was posted in the BRR-ER Newsletter back in November, 2004 and is copied below for your information:
The Director’s Office will cost-share support of 20 student interns in the National Association for Geoscience Teachers (NAGT)/USGS Cooperative Summer Field Training Program for up to 12 weeks.  Since 1965, the NAGT has worked with Field Camp Directors who nominate their top graduates for summer field, laboratory, and scientific office work with the USGS.  We then hire these nominees for summer appointments through the Environmental Careers Organization (ECO).  Because able students frequently make selections early, it is important that programs submit a short description of their science project to ECO.  Information about the NAGT/USGS intern program can be found at www.eco.org/usgs/nagt.  Interested parties can also contact USGS National Education Coordinator Robert W. Ridky (703-648-4713, rridky@usgs.gov ) or USGS ECO Program Manager Jaina D’Ambra (617-426-4783 x 134, jdambra@eco.org ) with any questions.

Increased Per Diem Reminder:  When traveling, increased per diem for lodging should only be authorized when actual subsistence expense is warranted.  Examples include: lodging is at a prearranged location above per diem, lodging costs are escalated because of special events, or lodging can not be obtained within prescribed per diem allowances.  Actual subsistence expenses should be pre-approved and noted on the travel authorization and voucher.
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