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January 3 – January 7, 2005
Seminars
Thursday, January 6, Richard B. Wanty, P. L. Verplanck, B. A. Kimball, B. R. Berger, M. L. Tuttle, and R. L. Runkel, “Integrating geologic, geochemical and hydrologic concepts to understand a multi-watershed mineralized system:  An example from the Mt. Emmons area, south-central Colorado” Room 4C315, at 12:00 p.m.
Friday, January 7, Ralph T. Cheng, USGS, Menlo Park, California, “Physics, Measurements, and Modeling of Wind-Driven Circulation in Upper Klamath Lake, Oregon” Conference Room 5A217, at 10:00 a.m.
Notices
Stream and Watershed Restoration Symposium: The 2005 American Fisheries Society annual meeting will be held in Anchorage Alaska, September 11-15, 2005.  Researchers from the USGS, NOAA, and USDA-FS are proposing a special symposium during the conference on "planning, prioritizing, and monitoring stream and watershed restoration".  Symposium organizers are still looking for a few individuals that might be interested in presenting related talks or posters.  Those interested in presenting should forward a preliminary title and contact information to Barry Baldigo (bbaldigo@usgs.gov) before Jan 10, 2005. Sessions proposed for the symposium are:

· Oral Session 1: Methods to assess degraded habitat and restoration objectives 

· Oral Session 2: Methods to prioritize stream-restoration projects 

· Oral Session 3: Methods to quantify the effectiveness of restoration projects 

· Poster Session: Case studies of successful/unsuccessful restoration projects
Potentially Malicious "Employee Express" Impostor: A commercial service is hosting a web-page that appears to be the official Employee Express homepage (https://www.employeeexpress.gov).  This potentially malicious site is reached by inadvertently entering com (instead of gov) and following the Employee Express link to an apparent link to the government site.  Employees should use caution to ensure they are connected to the proper Employee Express Homepage.  The .com site can load spyware on a PC and can capture SSN and PIN.  Therefore, identity theft is a possibility if an employee thinks they are accessing the secure official .gov site when they are accessing this .com site.  Government authorities are not aware of how long the .com site has been available and have no way of knowing whether you've accessed the .com site.  One way you might be able to determine whether or not you have accessed the wrong website is to look at your browser history.  If you discover or think you have accessed the .com site, you should:

1) Contact the IT Contact Center at x7300 to have software run on your computer in order to remove the .com website's spyware from your PC.

2) Go to the .gov Employee Express site, change your PIN, and review your information to ensure nothing has been changed without your knowledge.
Owen Bricker's Retirement Party is Tomorrow:  On Tuesday, January 4, 2005, we will celebrate with Owen Bricker as he begins his retirement.  Hope you can join us in 5B227 at 2:00 p.m. to celebrate with toasts, roasts, tributes, and refreshments.  If you would like to contribute to his group gift and or the refreshments, please contact Marge Kennedy at x 5836 or mkennedy@usgs.gov.  Owen, congratulations and thanks for the memories!
Jim Bennett Retires from the Central Region:  Best wishes to Jim Bennett, who will retire from USGS, Central Region of the NRP after more than 35 years of service.  The BRR/CR will host a retirement luncheon for Jim Bennett on January 11, 2005 at the Jackson’s All-American Sports Grill in Lakewood, Colorado.  Please contact Darlene Puhr by January 6th at 303-236-5021 or email dpuhr@usgs.gov if you would like to make a contribution to the group gift.
Flu Shots Now Available for those over age 50:  Based on new guidelines established by the Center for Disease Control and Prevention Advisory Committee on Immunization, beginning January 3, 2005, the Health Unit will provide flu shots to employees meeting the following criteria: 

· Out-of-home caregivers and household contacts of persons in high-risk groups (e.g., persons aged 65 years or older; persons with chronic conditions such as diabetes, heart or lung disease, or weakened immune systems because of illness or medication; and children under 2 years); and 

· Adults age 50–64 years. 

Employees may obtain a flu shot from the Health Unit located in Room 1B-205, Monday through Wednesday from 9:00- 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.  Contractors and retired employees may not receive flu shots from the National Center Health Unit.   Questions, please contact the Health Unit at 703-648-7333.
Training on the New Performance Management System:  Personnel will provide training for supervisors and managers on the new Performance Management System for non-SES employees. This training will provide information on the new system and give supervisors and managers assistance in developing employee performance work plans. The training will last approximately 2-1/2 hours.  The training will be held in Room 5A217 on January 11 and 18, 2005.  There will be a session at 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. each day - registration is not required. For questions, contact Cathy Skelton at x7428.
New Publications from BRR/ER
Sanford, W.E., Plummer, L.N, McAda, D.P., Bexfield L.M., and Anderholm, S.K., 2004, Use of Environmental Tracers to Estimate Parameters for a Predevelopment Ground-Water-Flow Model of the Middle Rio Grande Basin, New Mexico, U.S. Geological Survey Water-Resources Investigations Report 03-4286, 102 p.
New Publications from BRR/WR
Betancourt, J.L., 2004, Arid lands paleobiogeography:  The fossil rodent midden record in the Americas in Frontiers in Biogeography:  New Directions in the Geography of Nature, (Lomolino, M.V. and Heaney, L.R., Eds), Sunderland, Sinauer Associates, p. 27-46.
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