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Seminars

Wednesday, February 23, David Schoellhamer, USGS Engineer of the Year, “USGS Science Support for Restoration of San Francisco Bay Salt Ponds”, Visitors Center, 10:30 a.m.

Friday, February 25, Dr. Isabel Montanez, University of California, “Fossil Soil Archives of Past Linkages Between Atmospheric pCO2 and Climate”, Room 4C-315, 11:00 a.m.

Upcoming Seminars

Monday, March 7, Professor William W. Woessner, Department of Geology, University of Montana, Missoula, MT, “Examining the Exchange of Groundwater with the Stream / Floodplain System: Physical, Thermal and Geochemical Approaches with Ties to Stream Renaturalization”, Visitors Center, Room 1C-400, 2:00 p.m.

Notices

Additional USGS Water Availability and Use Program Information Now Online: The one-page-pdf, Water Availability and Use  Program description, that was handed out at the DOI budget press conference and was mentioned in last week's newsletter, is now available online at http://www.usgs.gov/budget/2006/wateravail021405.pdf.

The Federal Interagency Sedimentation Conference and the Federal Interagency Hydrologic Modeling Conference will be held jointly in April of 2006. This Joint Conference will provide Federal and non-Federal scientists and managers from various disciplines the opportunity to discuss recent accomplishments and progress in research and on technical developments in the physical, chemical, and biological aspects of sedimentation and the development and use of models addressing surface water quality and quantity issues.   The Joint Conference will follow a mixed set of formats including formal presentations, poster sessions, mini-workshops, and model demonstrations. About 270 papers and 70 poster and computer model demonstrations, incorporating results of recent research and technology development and/or applications and case studies, will be solicited for presentation.  Authors wishing to present papers, posters, and/or participate in the computer model demonstration session are requested to submit an abstract by April 15, 2005.  The full Call for Papers can be found at: http://water.usgs.gov/wicp/acwi/sos/conf/call_papers_final_10.01.04.pdf
Afghanistan Opportunity: World Bank is working with the Afghan Government to provide funding to reinstall the hydrometeorological network in Afghanistan.  They want to set up a streamgaging network, modeled after the USGS network, with about 160 real-time stations.  They are looking for a technical advisor from the USGS to serve on an up-to-2-year assignment.  The advisor would be expected to travel to Afghanistan a couple times a year, for 2-3 months at a time.  The advisor should have excellent technical and communication skills.  Advisory duties would include reviewing site selection, reviewing the specifications for the contract, and transferring scientific, management and technical knowledge and skills to the national Afghan staff through mentoring and the provision of training courses in hydrology, hydrometry and meteorology.  Please contact Verne Schneider (703-648-5230, vrschnei@usgs.gov), Chief, International Water Resources Branch, for additional information and with expressions of interest.

USGS Enterprise FTP Service:  Do you wish you had your own FTP site?  Are you having difficulty sending large email attachments?  Are your email recipients complaining about you over-filling their mailboxes?  If you answered "yes" to any of these questions, the USGS Enterprise FTP service may be able to help.  This service allows secure anonymous file exchanges between the USGS and the general public.   Any USGS employee or contractor can use the service from any computer within the USGS network or a computer connected through the USGS VPN service.  The enterprise FTP service involves two servers: ftpint.usgs.gov is located in the USGS intranet and is available for USGS access only. ftpext.usgs.gov is accessible by the public.  Certain directories on the Enterprise FTP service allow file exchanges between USGS (ftpint.usgs.gov) and the public (ftpext.usgs.gov) as well.  To find out more about the Enterprise FTP service, visit http://itsot.usgs.gov/ftp.html.

New Electronic Portal to GeoScience Information:  GeoScienceWorld (GSW) will launch a new portal containing 30 leading geoscience journals plus GeoRef on Friday, February 25.  Full access to all content will be freely available to anyone visiting the site (http://www.geoscienceworld.org) until March 30.  Following the free-trial period, anyone will be able to view the titles and abstracts of articles in the GSW journals.  Paid subscribers will also have access to the full-text articles, in both HTML and PDF formats, and the ability to search and link using GeoRef.  The seven founding organizations are the American Association of Petroleum Geologists, American Geological Institute, Geological Society of America, Geological Society of London, Mineralogical Society of America, and SEPM-Society for Sedimentary Geology, and Society of Exploration Geophysicists.  The GSW portal is hosted by Stanford University's electronic journals service, HighWire Press.  GSW is headquartered in Alexandria, Virginia, and was incorporated in 2004 as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization .

Student Resume:  The Branch office has received a resume from a freshman at Virginia Tech seeking summer employment.  His area of concentration is Bio-Chemistry, and he has completed course work in Biology, Chemistry, and Biochemistry.  Please see Barbara or Emerson if you’d like a copy of his resume.

Centrally Billed Lodging for Travel:  As reported in last week’s newsletter, all lodging for U.S. Geological Survey travelers will be centrally billed beginning March 20, 2005.  The Travel Management Section has developed a training presentation to discuss these changes and answer any questions on Tuesday, February 22, 2005 at 2:00-2:45 p.m. To register, please email Jackie Lynch at jelynch@usgs.gov.  Also available are FAQs regarding this new policy at http://internal.usgs.gov/ops/smartpay/CBAhotelFAQs.html
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