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Notices
Matt Larsen Appointed Chief Scientist for Hydrology:  Bob Hirsch has announced that Matt Larsen's appointment as the Chief Scientist for Hydrology has been approved by the Department of the Interior and the Office of Personnel Management.  Matt brings to this job an outstanding level of understanding of hydrology and geology, excellent communication skills, management experience, and an understanding of what it takes to conduct research.  Please join the Branch in congratulating and supporting Matt as he takes on the responsibility of managing our National Research Program.

FlowTracker ADV Cyberseminar:  The Office of Surface Water is presenting “Use of FlowTracker ADV’s for Wading Discharge Measurements: Practices and Policies” as a cyberseminar on Tuesday, February 22, with a repeat of the seminar on Monday, February 28. The seminar will cover OSW polices and best practices. The target audience is current FlowTracker users in the USGS.  To attend one of these cyberseminars, you must first register for it. Please click one of the links below to see more information and register for the corresponding seminar. Once you have registered for the seminar, you will receive an email message providing the information that you need to join the meeting.
Date: Tuesday, February 22, 2005 

Time: 1:00 pm, Eastern Standard Time (GMT -05:00, Indiana) 
https://usgs.webex.com/usgs/j.php?ED=85207997&RG=1
.
Date: Monday, February 28, 2005 

Time: 1:00 pm, Eastern Standard Time (GMT -05:00, Indiana)

https://usgs.webex.com/usgs/j.php?ED=85208157&RG=1
New USGS Water Availability and Use Program:  At the request of Congress, the USGS's National Assessment of Water Availability and Use (WAVE) program will begin in FY 2005 with $1.2M for a pilot study in the Great Lakes.  Additionally, the President's FY 2006 budget requests funds to extend the effort to the western United States.  If you would like to know more about the WAVE program, please see the following link http://water.usgs.gov/pubs/circ/circ1223/ or contact Bill Alley, Chief, Office of Ground Water (walley@usgs.gov).   A one-page pdf document describing the program was handed out at the DOI budget press conference on February 7 and is available upon request from Harry Jenter (hjenter@usgs.gov).
Delay of CUAHSI Call for Proposals:  NSF has decided to delay the release of the program solicitation for the Consortium of Universities for the Advancement of Hydrologic Science, Inc. (CUAHSI) Hydrologic Observatories (HOs) until the summer of 2005 to enable an integration of efforts between the Earth Sciences and Engineering communities. Although this delay may be disappointing, the participation of the Engineering Directorate in this effort will broaden the funding base for HOs and provide greater and more secure funding in the long run. For more information on the CUAHSI program, see http://www.cuahsi.org.
USGS and Lewis and Clark Anniversary:  This year marks the 200th anniversary of the Lewis and Clark Expedition’s travels (1804-1806). The expedition travelled 8,000 miles in 28 months, going up the Missouri River through the newly-acquired Louisiana Purchase, over the Rocky Mountains, and down the Snake and Columbia Rivers to the Pacific Ocean. Their mission was one of scientific, geographic, commercial, agricultural, and ethnographic discovery for the new Nation. In mission and in spirit, the USGS continues what Lewis and Clark began.  The USGS has created numerous websites and products to commemorate this anniversary:

· Visit http://www.usgs.gov/features/lewisandclark.html to see a comprehensive list of resources that are available from the USGS.
· “The Evolving Landscape of the Columbia River Gorge: Lewis and Clark and Cataclysms on the Columbia” by WRD’s Jim O’Connor was recently published in the Oregon Historical Quarterly (http://www.historycooperative.org/journals/ohq/105.3/index.html).
· A free folded map titled “Discovering the Legacy of Lewis and Clark” (an interagency partnership product) is available in the ESIC.
· Copies of the USGS poster “Lewis and Clark: A Legacy of Science” can be purchased in the ESIC for $10.
For more information about USGS products or about USGS Lewis and Clark activities, contact the ESIC office at 1-888-ASK-USGS (1-888-275-8747).

Restrictions on Flu Shots Lifted:  The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) has lifted the restrictions on who may receive a flu shot. While it is later than usual to receive a flu shot, they are still effective against late season flu outbreaks. While supplies last, flu shots are available from the National Center Health Unit on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.  Contractors and retired employees may not receive flu shots from the National Center Health Unit.  If you have any questions, please contact the Health Unit at ext. 7333. 
Etravel is Coming:  As we reported a few weeks ago, Omega World Travel is being replaced by Carlson Wagonlit Government Travel effective February 25, 2005.  The Branch secretaries will be trained fully on any new procedures, including the new CWGT on-line booking system which replaces Omega's Trip Manager.  The Branch Secretaries also will be updating the traveler profiles on the CWGT website.  All existing travel reservations will be transferred from Omega to CWGT February 25, 2005.  Interested travelers, can:

· Visit http://www.cwgt.com, where there is a brief training movie linked from the profile section.

· Attend USGS Same Time cyber seminars on the new ebooking process, dates to be announced. 
· Visit http://www.doi.gov/pfm/etravel/faqs.html to view answers to frequently asked questions.
· Call the Travel Hotline at 703-648-7614.

Notice of Centrally Billed Lodging on Government Charge Cards:  Currently, all lodging expenses are individually billed transactions; they are shown on cardholder statements and the cardholder is responsible for claiming reimbursement on the travel voucher and making payment to the Bank of America.  Beginning on March 20, 2005, all lodging for U.S. Geological Survey travelers will be centrally billed.  March 20, 2005 is the beginning of the Bank of America’s billing cycle, and beginning the billing change on this date will avoid having a combination of centrally billed and individually billed lodging charges on the April statement.  This means that incidental expenses, such as room service, movie rentals, hotel restaurant and bar charges, can no longer be charged to the room and the whole amount charged on the government charge card.  If a traveler wishes to incur these expenses, arrangements must be made with the hotel to charge these costs to a separate personal charge card.  Unless preauthorized, any room charges above per diem will have to be charged to a separate personal charge card.  Lodging tax should no longer be charged since lodging is being charged directly to the Government and the Federal Government is exempt from state taxes.  Business-related Internet access charges and phone charges and hotel parking are all allowable charges to the hotel room.  Laundry is also an allowable charge if in travel status more than four nights.  In order to ensure that we have effective internal controls and to demonstrate the success of the program, the OAFM will audit 100 percent of all lodging receipts for the remainder of the fiscal year.  Travel Management Section has developed a training presentation to discuss these changes and answer any questions.   The first three seminars offered will be on February 17, 2005 at 10:00-10:45 am; 2:00-2:45 pm; and 3:00-3:45 pm.   To register and reserve a time for one of these seminars, please email Jackie Lynch at jelynch@usgs.gov.

Check out the Mandatory Training Website:  It's getting hard to keep up, but here's some help.  The Office of Employee Development has a comprehensive and extensive listing of mandatory training for USGS employees.   The site lists the logistical information and is updated quarterly.  Please take a moment and click on: http://oedntcw1.cr.usgs.gov/Courses/coursesmandatory.html to see a complete listing of current mandatory courses. 

Performance Management System Training:  Supervisors, the March 1 deadline for completing all of your employees' new Employee Performance Appraisal Plans (EPAP) is fast approaching.   An additional training class will be offered on the new Performance Management System for non-SES employees on Tuesday, February 15, 2005, from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. in room BA102A.  No registration is necessary.  

ATMs out of Action for Bank of America Cardholders this Sunday morning:  Due to scheduled system maintenance, cardholders will not have access to ATMs for cash advances Sunday, February 20 from 12:01 a.m. until 8:00 a.m. Eastern Time.  Please plan accordingly.  If emergency cash is needed during this time, please contact MasterCard Global Service at 1-800-307-7309.
Temporary Closure of the Visual Services Group (Exhibits) Operation:  The Visual Services Group, also known as the Exhibits Group, is moving from the basement of the National Center building to accommodate extensive work related to ongoing laboratory renovations. Exhibit design, fabrication, packing, shipping, graphic design, framing, and large-format printing services will be unavailable during the week of February 14-18, 2005.  Services will resume as soon as possible the following week. Their new location is room 2B125. Staff phone numbers will remain the same.  If you have questions or concerns, please contact the Office of Communications at ext. 4460.
Health Benefits Service Visit:  Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield, Kaiser Permanente, M.D. IPA, GEHA, and Aetna will visit the National Center on Wednesday, February 16, 2005, from 1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. in the Art Hallway.  All representatives will be meeting with enrollees to discuss plan benefits and resolve any billing problems.  Appointments will be scheduled in 15-minute intervals. If you wish to make an appointment, please contact Carise Barbour by e-mail at cbarbour@usgs.gov or telephone at ext. 7405.
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