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February 7 – February 11, 2005
Seminars

Tuesday, February 8, (1) Michael D. Lewan, USGS, Denver, Colorado, “Scientific Challenges in Petroleum Geochemistry”; and (2) Anna M. Cruse, USGS, Denver, Colorado, “Experimental Investigations of the Kinetics of Bitumen Generation”, Room 4C-315, 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Wednesday, February 9, Lee De Cola, USGS, “A Bayesian approach to describing regional states”, Room 2D-308, 12:00 - 1:00 p.m. (Rescheduled from February 2)
Thursday, February 10, Dr, Emery A. Coppola Jr., President of NOAH, and Emmanuel Charles, Hydrologist, USGS – New Jersey District, “Artificial Neural Network Applications to Ground-Water Resource Modeling and Forecasting Problems”, Room 5A-217, 10:00 a.m.
Friday, February 11, Barnett Rattner, Patuxent Wildlife Research Center, Laurel, Maryland, “Vanadium on the Fly Ash: An Unrecognized Hazard to Waterfowl?”, Room 4A-332, 10:30 - 11:30 a.m.
Friday, February 11, National Research Program Water Resources Discipline Research Seminar, Morris L. Maslia, Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry, “Historical Reconstruction of Water Resources at Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune, North Carolina: In Support of ATSDR’s Health Study”, Room 5B-227, 3:00 p.m.
Notices
Websites for Finding Grants:  The two websites, www.grants.gov and www.fedgrants.gov, are excellent resources for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  Both sites allow you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
SERDP Call for Proposals and additional information:  The following announcement is reposted from the January 10, 2005 BRR-ER newsletter:

“The Strategic Environmental Research and Development Program (SERDP) has issued two Calls for Proposals:  One for FY06 "core" funding and one for FY06 "seed" funding.  Proposals for either type of funding are due March 10, 2005.  Details can be found at http://www.serdp.org/funding/funding.html.  SERDP is the DoD corporate environmental R&D program, planned and executed in full partnership with the DoE and the EPA.  Within its broad areas of interest, SERDP focuses on cleanup, compliance, conservation, pollution prevention, and unexploded-ordnance technologies.  SERDP has prepared 18 Statements of Need for core funding and 2 Statements of Need for seed funding.  All proposals should respond directly to environmental requirements described in one of these Statements of Need.”
In addition to this information, please note that the USGS Department of Defense Earth Science Program (DODESP) management team has compiled some important information relative to submitting SERDP proposals. This can be found at http://dodesp.er.usgs.gov/serdp_call_for_proposals.html.
NRC, Earth Science and Applications from Space, Mission Survey:  The Space Studies Board of the National Research Council (NRC) has begun a study to generate prioritized recommendations from the Earth and environmental science and applications community regarding space-based and ancillary observations.  The study encompasses the research programs of NASA and the related operational programs of NOAA.  The study, which will be carried out over a two-year period, seeks to establish plans and priorities within the sub-disciplines of the Earth sciences as well as an integrated vision and plan for the Earth sciences as a whole.  It will consider Earth observations requirements for research and for a range of applications with direct links to societal objectives.  An open web site, http://qp.nas.edu/decadalsurvey, has been created to describe the study and to provide an opportunity for community input throughout the study process.
New Mileage Reimbursement Rates:  FYI, new mileage reimbursement rates for Federal employees who use privately owned vehicles while on official travel have increased from $0.375 to $0.405 per mile.
NOAA's nowCOAST Web Portal:  The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration recently opened its nowCOAST web portal, which provides links to meteorological, oceanographic, river and water quality observations from remote and on-site sensing platforms and from observing networks, such as airway stations, climate reference stations, fixed buoys, coastal platforms, river gauges, Doppler weather radars, high frequency current radars, radiosondes and wind profilers. Several universities and state and federal agencies, including the USGS, run these networks. The portal also links to various NOAA forecast models.  The Web site is intended to help recreational and commercial mariners, coastal managers, hazardous material responders, computer modelers and marine educators find data.  The link is http://nowcoast.noaa.gov.
NASA Research Opportunities in Space and Earth Sciences:  NASA Research Announcement NNH05ZDA001N, entitled "Research Opportunities in Space and Earth Sciences - 2005 (ROSES-2005)," will be available on or about January 28 by opening the NASA Research Opportunities homepage at http://nspires.nasaprs.com/ and then linking through the menu listings "Solicitations" to "Open Solicitations."  This NASA Research Announcement (NRA) solicits proposals for supporting basic and applied research and technology across a broad range of Earth and space-science program elements.  Proposal due dates are scheduled starting on April 8, 2005, and continue through February 10, 2006.  Electronically submitted Notices of Intent to propose are requested for all program elements, with the first such due date being February 18, 2005.  Participation is open to all categories of organizations, including other Government agencies.  Potential proposers should be aware of a major change in the NASA proposal submission process from 2004:  NASA has implemented a new master proposal data base system.  All proposers, co-investigators, and proposing organizations must register with the system at http://nspires.nasaprs.com/.  A significant change from the previous system is the requirement that the required, electronically submitted Cover Page / Proposal Summary / Budget Summary must be submitted by an authorized official of the proposing organization.  Every organization that intends to submit a proposal in response to this NRA must be registered with the system.  Potential proposers are urged to access the system well in advance of the proposal due date(s) of interest to familiarize themselves with its structure and enter the requested information.  Further questions concerning general NRA policies and procedures may be directed to Dr. Paul Hertz (email paul.hertz@nasa.gov; phone 202-358-0986).

Annual IT Security Awareness Training:  This mandatory training is for all Federal employees, contractors, and volunteers, and should be completed before March 25, 2005. In accordance with DOI Policy, USGS computer access must be suspended from any employee who does not complete this training requirement. The web site for DOI IT security training is http://www.doiu.nbc.gov/itsecurity/. Users must enter their name as it appears on their Leave and Earnings Statement and the last four digits of their social security number to access the training and to ensure proper credit is given for completing the training.  The course will take about 90 minutes to complete. It can be taken all at once or in several segments. If technical problems are experienced, please send requests for assistance to doiuonline@nbc.gov or call the DOI University Help Desk at 202-208-6278 at the time you are experiencing trouble.  Additional information can be found at: http://internal.usgs.gov/gio/security/security_training.html.

Welcome to Sarah N. Yoon:  Sarah is the new Biological Science Technician in Nancy Rybicki’s lab group and is located in Room 1B219’s “Bull Pen.”  Sarah is a student at Kettering University in Flint, Michigan and we extend a warm welcome to her!!!
New Publication from BRR/CR

Riggs, A.C., and Deacon, J.E., 2004, Connectivity in desert aquatic ecosystems—The Devils Hole Story, in Sada, D.W., and Sharpe, S.E., eds., Spring-fed Wetlands, Important Scientific and Cultural Resources of the Intermountain Region, Las Vegas, Nev., May 7-9, 2002, Proceedings: DHS Publication No. 41210, p. 1-38, accessed Jan. 28, 2005 at http://www.wetlands.dri.edu.
New Publication from BRR/WR
Dettinger, M.D., Redmond, K.T., and Cayan, D.R., 2004, Winter orographic-precipitation ratios in the Sierra Nevada—Large-scale atmospheric circulations and hydrologic consequences:  Journal of Hydrometeorology, v. 5, p. 1,102-1,116 (online at http://tenaya.ucsd.edu/~dettinge/jhm390.pdf).

Oremland, R.S., and Stolz, J.F., 2005, Arsenic, microbes, and contaminated aquifers:  Trends in Microbiology, v. 13, p. 45 - 49.

Other Newly Available USGS Publications
American Alligator Ecology and Monitoring for the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan, U.S. Geological Survey Fact Sheet 2004-3105

Use of Amphibians as Indicators of Ecosystem Restoration Success, U.S. Geological Survey Fact Sheet 2004-3106
Progress on the Across Trophic Level System Simulation (ATLSS) Program, U.S. Geological Survey Fact Sheet 2004-3109

Modeling the Effects of Hydrology on Fire, Vegetation Dynamics, and their Interaction in the Florida Everglades, U.S. Geological Survey Fact Sheet 2004-3110

Projecting Future Population Dynamics of the Florida Snail Kite in Relation to Hydrology Using EVERKITE, U.S. Geological Survey Fact Sheet 2004-3112
Spatial Decision Support Systems for Landscape Ecological Evaluations in the Southwest Florida Feasibility Study, U.S. Geological Survey Fact Sheet 2004-3113
Review of Aquifer Storage and Recovery in the Floridan Aquifer System of Southern Florida, U.S. Geological Survey Fact Sheet 2004-3128

Hydrologic Characteristics of Estuarine River Systems within Everglades National Park, U.S. Geological Survey Fact Sheet 2004-3129
Development of Coastal Flow and Transport Models in Support of Everglades Restoration, U.S. Geological Survey Fact Sheet 2004-3130
Inventory of Freshwater Fish Species within Big Cypress National Preserve: The Basis for a Long-Term Sampling Program, U.S. Geological Survey Fact Sheet 2004-3131
Predicting the Effects of Hydrologic Restoration on Manatees along the Southwest Coast of Florida, U.S. Geological Survey Fact Sheet 2004-3137
Historic Aerial Photography of the Greater Everglades Archive and Geodatabase Development, U.S. Geological Survey Fact Sheet 2004-3139
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