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Upcoming Seminars
Wednesday, January 11, Tip Meckel, USGS, Woods Hole, MA, “Quantitative Evaluation of Regional Subsidence Processes Contributing to Rapid Sea Level Rise and Wetland Loss in the Mississippi River Delta Plain, Louisiana” (Jeff Williams and Uri ten Brink), Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.

Thursday, January 12, Tim Hazlett and Todd Kincaid, Hazlett-Kincaid, Inc, “Hydrogeologic Characterization and Modeling of the Woodville Karst Plain, North Florida: Using quantitative groundwater tracing and cave mapping to establish hydraulic parameters for groundwater model development in karst aquifers”, Room 5B-227, 10:00 a.m.
NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series

Thursday, January 5, Harry L. Jenter, NRP, BRR/ER, "The Hydrologic Setting of Iraq - Revisited", Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m.
Notices

Delegation of Authority:
· Matt Larsen will be out of the office this week, and Pierre Glynn will serve as Acting Chief Scientist for Hydrology from Tuesday, December 27 - Thursday, December 29, 2005, with Steve Blanchard serving on Friday, December 30th.
· Pierre Glynn will be out of the office on Friday, December 30, and Tyler Coplen will serve as Acting Branch Chief on that date.

Acceptance of Honoraria:  Scientists and staff are reminded that they are not to accept personally any honorarium for activities such as talks given at universities, etc.  Supplementation of one's Federal salary violates a criminal ethics statute, 18 U.S.C. 209.   Personal acceptance of payment for work related to the USGS mission is permissible only with Ethics Office approval and supervisory concurrence via a USGS Form 9-1510, Request to Engage in Outside Work or Activity.  Please note, however, that you may inform any entity offering an honorarium that the USGS has contribution acceptance authority, and that they can donate the honorarium to a USGS project.  Note that you may inform them of this policy, but you must be careful not to solicit the donation.  The applicable SM chapter is 500.19 - Contributions and Grants to USGS from Outside Sources.  In accordance with Paragraph 6(e). “Contributions of money and personal property of $5000 or less may be accepted by a local USGS office without Associate or Regional Director approval; providing that the receiving location completes the Contribution Report Form (Form 9-3089) and submits it for the concurrence of Program Management one level above where the contribution has been offered. An example would be a $500 honorarium offered for reviewing a technical publication.”  Paragraph 3(D) states that “Prohibited Sources can include a person or entity who...has or is seeking to obtain a contract, lease, grant (including cooperative agreement) or other business benefit or assistance from USGS;...[or] apppears to be offering the contribution or grant with the expectation of obtaining an inappropriate advantage or preference in dealing with the USGS.”  If you have additional questions, please contact the USGS Deputy Ethics Counselor, Nancy Baumgartner, at (703-648-7474) nbaumgartner@usgs.gov or the Ethics Program Specialist, Sharon Bonney, sbonney@usgs.gov (703-648-7439).
NSF Seeks Comments on Strategic Plan: The National Science Foundation (NSF) is requesting input from the science and engineering community on their new strategic plan for fiscal years 2006 through 2011. All comments must be received by January 20, 2006, through a web form at http://www.nsf.gov/about/performance/input.cfm. Please consider NSF's current plan at http://www.nsf.gov/publications/pub_summ.jsp?ods_key=nsf04201, NSF's future plans, the needs of the Earth science community and the needs of the entire federal science program.  Information about federal funds allocated for NSF and other geoscience-related federal science programs is available at http://www.agiweb.org/gap/issues/alphalist.html#approps.  Information about funding levels for all federally funded R&D for all science fields is available from AAAS at http://www.aaas.org/spp/rd/fy06.htm.
Chesapeake Bay Science Plan on the Web:  The new USGS Chesapeake Bay Science Plan for 2006-2011 has been posted at http://chesapeake.usgs.gov/USGSChesapeakeBayplan.pdf.  Questions or comments related to the Science Plan may be directed to Scott Phillips, USGS Chesapeake Bay Coordinator, (410) 238-4252, swphilli@usgs.gov.
High-Quality Illustrations for your Publications: Although the NRP graphic illustrators have moved over to the Enterprise Publication Network (the new publications unit of the USGS), the NRP will continue the policy of subsidizing their time.  This fiscal year, work done by the illustrators will be charged to the NRP projects at the discounted rate of $30 per hour.  For more information, contact David Jones (650-329-5090) or Jeanne DiLeo (650-329-4431) to record your work order (description of work, estimated start and completion dates, and account number to charge).  Carolyn Miles (650-329-5478) will then process a standard voucher (SV) to collect the funds.
CFC campaign has been extended through December 31:  It's not too late to turn in additional donations.  As of today, we are at 88% of our goal for the USGS.  Please see Barbara Cardellichio in 5B221 (x5993 or bcardell@usgs.gov) for pledge cards or log on to Employee Express to make your contributions.  Every little bit helps!
Alert - Possible Fraudulent Transactions on Government Charge Cards:  We recently became aware of fraudulent transactions on some government charge card accounts.  These fraudulent charges are in no way related to the February 2005 Bank of America missing data tape situation.  Bank of America is taking all necessary actions.  Perpetrators are generating account numbers through a computerized program and testing the account numbers generated.  Once a valid account number is identified, the perpetrators are using the account number to conduct transactions via the Internet. Where Bank of America has identified fraudulent transactions posting to your account, Bank of America will contact you to confirm which transactions are fraudulent and will close your existing charge card account and setup a new account for you.  Should you identify fraudulent transactions on your account prior to Bank of America contacting you, please call Bank of America at 800-472-1424, and also our Administrative Officer, Melissa Schomody.  A very limited number of accounts are affected.  Account numbers beginning with 556816988000 have been targeted and are currently in a “watch” status at the Bank of America.  Accounts in a “watch” status will require vendors to confirm the identity of the cardholder and then call the Bank at the phone number on the back of the charge card (800-472-1424) to have the transaction approved for processing.  Cardholders may continue to use their cards for travel or purchase transactions.  The risks to cardholders are minimized through system controls Bank of America has put in place.  Some of the fraudulent charges may initially appear on cardholder accounts, but are then reversed by Bank of America with a credit entry.  In this event, no further action by the cardholder is required.  Neither the cardholder nor the government will be liable for these charges.
New Publications from BRR/CR

Griffin, E. R., J. W. Kean, K. R. Vincent, J. D. Smith, and J. M. Friedman, 2005, Modeling effects of bank friction and woody bank vegetation on channel flow and boundary shear stress in the Rio Puerco, New Mexico, Journal of Geophysical Research, v. 110, F04023, doi:10.1029/2005JF000322.

Kean, J.W., Smith, J.D., 2005, Generation and verification of theoretical rating curves in the Whitewater River basin, Kansas: Journal of Geophysical Research, v. 110, F04012, doi:10.1029/2004JF000250.

Other Newly Available Publications

Lewicki, J.L., Bergfeld, D., Cardellini, C., Chiodini, G., Granieri, D., Varley, N., and Werner, C., 2005, Comparative soil CO2 flux measurements and geostatistical estimation methods on Masaya volcano, Nicaragua: Bulletin of Volcanology, v. 68, p. 76-90.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
Websites for Finding Grants:  These two websites, www.grants.gov and www.fedgrants.gov, are excellent resources for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  Both sites allow you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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