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Notices

Congratulations to Mary Jo Baedecker: Mary Jo Baedecker, Scientist Emeritus, was presented with a Lifetime Membership Award by the National Ground Water Association at their annual meeting last week in Atlanta, GA. The award is given to retirees or near retirees for significant contributions to the field of Hydrogeology. Mary Jo was recognized for her research in Ground-Water Geochemistry and service as a manager of research programs. Congratulations, Mary Jo!

First David J. Shultz Award Presented to Marge Kennedy:  We congratulate Marge on her retirement, and also on her receipt of the first David J. Shultz award. The David J. Shultz award will be given on an occasional basis by the Branch of Regional Research, Eastern Region, to recognize long-standing, selfless service that has contributed significantly to the scientific and administrative achievements of the Branch. The award is given in memory of Dave Shultz's qualities of steadfastness, adaptability, integrity and humor. Consideration for a David J Shultz award is based on the receipt of two separate nominations submitted to Branch management.

Awwa Research Foundation: The Executive Director of the Awwa Research Foundation (AwwaRF) recently expressed interest in the research conducted by the National Research Program. Although the AwwaRF traditionally funds research related to water utility infrastructure projects, they also fund research on drinking water contamination issues related to disinfection byproducts (halogenated hydrocarbons and/or halogenates such as bromate/perchlorate), pharmaceuticals and personal care products, coliform bacteria, arsenic, methyl mercury and other contamination issues, including issues relating to watershed resources management. The Foundation's $10 million in annual research grants are funded by member organizations that support and benefit from the water-related research that the Foundation sponsors. Close to 900 water utilities worldwide, and more than 50 water-related consulting firms and manufacturing companies, currently subscribe to the Foundation. More information is available at http://www.awwarf.org/research/.

Special symposium, “Atmospheric pollutants: linkages across air, land, and water and their impacts on aquatic and forest ecosystem”: This symposium is being organized by Barry Baldigo and Greg Lawrence (U.S. Geological Survey) and Howard Simonin and Karen Roy (New York State Department of Environmental Conservation), as part of the 136th Annual Meeting of the American Fisheries Society, to be held September 10-14, 2006, in Lake Placid, NY. If approved, the session may have room for 30-36 oral and a large number of poster presentations. If you are interested in providing a talk or poster in this session, please contact Barry Baldigo at bbaldigo@usgs.gov (518-285-5605) before January 3, 2006.

2006 Cooperative Summer Field Training Program – National Association for Geoscience Teachers: The Director's Office has announced that it will cost-share support of student interns participating in the National Association for Geoscience Teachers (NAGT)/USGS Cooperative Summer Field Training Program this year. The program will cost-share one-half of the support of 20 interns for up to 12 weeks. Interns employed through this program will be hired at a rate comparable to the GS-5 Grade, Step 1, level with an adjusted locality payment. Nominated students will send their applications to The Environmental Careers Organization (ECO) along with useful academic information. USGS personnel also will send information about field, laboratory, or office related scientific projects to ECO. Candidates and projects then will be matched and names sent to USGS personnel for review, interviews, selection or possible further discussion. USGS personnel will make final selections. It is important that programs wishing to participate in this process submit a short description of science projects to ECO no later than January 20, 2006. ECO has a program manager specifically designated for the program and has set up an easy process for this internship. Information about the NAGT/USGS intern program can be found at http://www.eco.org/usgs/nagt. For further information or answers to specific questions, please feel free to contact the USGS National Education Coordinator, Robert W. Ridky at 703-648-4713, rridky@usgs.gov or Jaina D'Ambra, USGS ECO Program Manager at 617-426-4783, x 134, jdambra@eco.org.

Robot Chemists in Denver: A short article in Environmental Science & Technology provides a brief description of a new automated analytical technique being implemented at our National Water Quality Laboratory in Denver. See http://pubs.acs.org/journals/esthag/index_news.html. Just scroll down on the left to the heading "Robot chemists taking over in water quality testing arena."

Distinguished NRP Scientists to Retire: Our BRR/CR colleagues Cary Chiou and Jerry Leenheer will be retiring from full-time duty and joining the Scientist Emeritus ranks as of January 3, 2006:

· Cary Chiou received his PhD from Kent State University in 1973. He was a professor at Oregon State University prior to joining the Geological Survey in 1983. His research focuses on partitioning of organic contaminants, including sediment sorption of contaminants from water in relation to soil organic and mineral matter; contaminant partitioning and bioconcentration into fish and plants; and interactions of contaminants with dissolved natural and anthropogenic organic matter. His 1979 research paper in Science, on partitioning organic contaminants with soil organic matter, received the 1999 AEESP Outstanding Publication Award. His 1977 paper in Environmental Science & Technology on the relationships of fish bioconcentration factor and octanol-water partition coefficient with contaminant water solubility was selected among the 10 high-impact papers in ES&T. He has also published a book on Partition and Adsorption of Organic Contaminants in Environmental Systems. He received the USGS Special Achievement Award in 1985, and is an adjunct professor at several Chinese universities.

· Jerry Leenheer received his PhD in Agronomy/Soil Chemistry from Purdue University in 1970 and immediately joined the National Research Program of the Geological Survey. He conducted research on organic solute migration in ground water on the "Subsurface Waste Injection" project from 1970 to 1975 and was Project Chief of the "Oil-Shale Wastewater and Water Quality" project from 1975 to 1983. He began the "Comprehensive Organic Analysis of Water" project in 1984. The major emphasis of this project since 1987 has been natural organic geochemical investigations of water and sediment ranging from the Arctic to the Amazon. From 1993 to the present, Jerry has published fundamental and applied research on numerous projects concerning the nature and reactivity of dissolved organic matter in various surface waters, ground waters, drinking water, and wastewaters.  

NSF Program Solicitation on “Water and Carbon”: The National Science Foundation (NSF) recently released a program solicitation on "Carbon and Water in the Earth System" (NSF document 06-514), and is seeking proposals that cross the interfaces of land, atmosphere, and oceans. The full-proposal deadline is March 15, 2006. Additional information can be found at http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2006/nsf06514/nsf06514.htm.
IWR To Sponsor PostDoctoral Fellows: The Institute for Water Resources of the US Army Corps of Engineers (http://www.iwr.usace.army.mil) is sponsoring both an AAAS Fellow (http://fellowships.aaas.org/01_About/01_Partners.shtml#USCORPENG) and an NRC Fellow (http://www4.nationalacademies.org/PGA/rap.nsf/frmLabInfoSearchResults?ReadForm&35~IWR) this year. Among other potential opportunities, they are seeking someone who can do water-demand analysis for a joint USGS study (a systems background with a focus on economics), as well as a hydroclimatologist who would work on climate change and flood frequency analysis, hurricanes, droughts related to risk, reliability analysis and engineering-design criteria. Candidates need to apply through either the NRC or the AAAS. The deadline for the AAAS program is January 10, 2006, and the next NRC application deadline is February 1, 2006. For further information contact Eugene Stakhiv, International Water Resources Programs (703-428-8077, Eugene.Z.Stakhiv@iwr01.usace.army.mil).

High-Quality Illustrations for your Publications: Although the NRP graphic illustrators have moved over to the Enterprise Publication Network (the new publications unit of the USGS), the NRP will continue the policy of subsidizing their time. This fiscal year, work done by the illustrators will be charged to the NRP projects at the discounted rate of $30 per hour. For more information, contact David Jones (650-329-5090) or Jeanne DiLeo (650-329-4431) to record your work order (description of work, estimated start and completion dates, and account number to charge). Carolyn Miles (650-329-5478) will then process a standard voucher (SV) to collect the funds. 

Contributions for Patsy Campbell: As many of you are aware, Patsy Campbell, of the Office of Water Information, lost her entire home and all her belongings in a devastating house fire in early December. Many USGS staff members are contributing to a fund to help Patsy and her family. Ty Coplen has offered to collect funds from BRR/ER folks who would like to contribute. Please see Ty in 5B212 or contact him at x 5862 or at tbcoplen@usgs.gov. Thanks for your generosity.

New Publications from BRR/WR
Lewicki, J.L., Bergfeld, D., Cardellini, C., Chiodini, G., Granieri, D., Varley, N., and Werner, C., 2005, Comparative soil CO2 flux measurements and geostatistical estimation methods on Masaya volcano, Nicaragua: Bulletin of Volcanology, v. 68, p. 76-90.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
Websites for Finding Grants:  These two websites, www.grants.gov and www.fedgrants.gov, are excellent resources for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  Both sites allow you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.






