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Seminars
Tuesday, December 13, Richard Williams, USGS, Woods Hole, MA, “The Earth's Cryosphere and Global Environmental Change”, Visitors Center, 2:00 p.m.

NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series

Thursday, December 15, Thomas M. Yanosky, NRP, BRR/ER, “Hydrologic Inferences from the Growth Rings of Trees”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m.
Upcoming Seminars

Monday, December 19, Jeffrey McKenzie, Byrd Polar Research Center, Ohio State University, Columbus, OH, “Ground-water flow, energy transport, and water-ice phase change in northern peatlands”, Room 5B-227, 2:00 p.m.

Notices

Chief Scientist for Hydrology All-Hands Meeting:  Please be reminded of the All Hands Meeting with Matt Larsen, our Chief Scientist for Hydrology, on Monday, December 19 at 10:00 a.m. in the Visitors Center.  Matt plans to discuss the “State of the NRP”.
Call for Abstracts, SWCS Workshop:  The Soil and Water Conservation Society seeks abstracts of oral papers and posters for a workshop entitled “Managing Agricultural Landscapes for Environmental Quality: Strengthening the Science Base” to be held on October 11-13, 2006, at the Westin Crown Center Hotel in Kansas City, Missouri. The deadline for abstract submission is June 1, 2006.  The primary objective of the workshop is to bring together individuals in the technical and scientific communities who are working to quantify the environmental benefits of conservation practices on agricultural land at landscape and/or watershed scales. Environmental benefits include soil, water, and air quality; water conservation; and aquatic and terrestrial habitats. The workshop will be multidisciplinary, involving agronomists, soil scientists, biologists, ecologists, hydrologists, economists, sociologists, engineers, and others working to improve our ability to quantify the effects of conservation practices on soil, water, air, and habitats at landscape or watershed scales. Authors of oral or poster papers may have their papers considered for publication in the Society's Journal of Soil and Water Conservation. A book of abstracts will be distributed at the workshop, and a workshop report containing plenary session papers, synopses of concurrent sessions, and summaries of the roundtable dialogues will be prepared.  More information about the workshop and a link to submit abstracts is at: http://www.swcs.org/en/swcs_international_conferences/managing_agricultural_landscapes/.
USGS Contributes to Award Winning Medical Geology Book:  During its 2005 Medical Book Competition, the British Medical Association (BMA) cited “Essentials of Medical Geology:  Impacts of the Natural Environment on Public Health” published in 2005 as one of the best.  USGS scientists, Joseph E. Bunnell, Mark W. Bultman, Robert B. Finkelman, Pierre D. Glynn, Stephen C. Guptill, Alexander W. Karlsen, and Leonard F. Konikow and graphic artist Eric Morrissey contributed to the publication. Robert B. Finkelman of the USGS was one of six associate editors of the book. Congratulations to Pierre Glynn and Lenny Konikow of BRR/ER for their contribution, a chapter entitled “Modeling Groundwater Flow and Quality”!
AWRA W.R. Boggess Award:  Congratulations to Stephen Gray and Julio Betancourt on receiving the 2005 American Water Resources Association William R. Boggess Award for their paper "Tree-ring based reconstructions of interannual to decadal scale precipitation variability for northeastern Utah since 1226 A.D", published in the Journal of the American Water Resources Association.
2006 Health Benefits Open Season and FSAFEDS Open Season Ends Today:  Procrastinators - you are nearly out of time!

· Federal Employees Health Benefits (FEHB) open season closes today, Monday, December 12, 2005. During open season, all eligible employees who are not currently enrolled may enroll. All eligible enrollees may change from one plan or option to another, from self-only to self and family, or make a combination of these changes. Visit the website at http://www.opm.gov/insure/health/guides/index.asp.
· Also closing today, "FSAFEDS" (Flexible Spending Accounts) is a straight tax-reduction program to encourage federal workers to make sure that funds are placed aside for vision/dental/medical expenses. Depending on one's tax rate, it results in savings of between 20% and 40% on eligible out-of-pocket expenses. Visit https://www.fsafeds.com/fsafeds/index.asp to learn more about the FSAFEDS Program or to enroll.  The benefits that FSAFEDS has to offer include:

· Dependent care account to pay for daycare and/or elder care expenses for your dependents.
· Health care account to pay for eligible medical expenses including over-the-counter medicines and physician and prescription co-payments

· A higher maximum annual election for the health care account for 2006: $5,000
· 2 ½ more months to use your balance: more time to incur expenses, so less chance of forfeiting funds
· The May 31 filing deadline: more time to get your receipts together and send in claims.

Health Insurance for Ecological Career Organization (ECO) Interns: The USGS has negotiated a health insurance benefit plan to be incorporated into contract 03ERCN0003 to include all individual task orders issued against this contract effective November 7, 2005, through the end date of this contract.  This health insurance benefit plan affects the rates USGS will be paying for ECO interns.  A new rate chart can be obtained from Elise Stiglic (contact information provided below).  Some facts regarding the health insurance benefit:

· In order to be eligible to receive the health insurance benefit plan, the ECO intern must work a minimum of 32 hours per week.

· Current ECO interns with nine (9) months or more remaining on their task order as of November 7, 2005 are eligible to receive health benefits.  The addition of the health benefits will be at the discretion of the Project Chief and program office and is NOT mandatory.  If the program office opts for this health insurance benefit for their intern(s), they must submit a DI-1 to the Contracting Officer (Elise Stiglic) reflecting the new rates effective November 7, 2005 through the end of the intern’s period of performance.  The DI-1 should reflect only the difference in the hourly rate (New Rate – Old Rate) and the number of hours remaining on the contract as of November 7, 2005.  If the program office opts not to provide the intern with the health insurance benefit plan, no action is necessary.

· Current ECO interns with nine (9) months or less remaining on their task order as of November 7, 2005 are NOT eligible for the health insurance benefits; thus, no action is necessary.

· Current ECO interns with nine (9) months or less remaining on their task order as of November 7, 2005 will NOT be eligible for the health insurance benefits should their period of performance be extended.

· New ECO interns will receive the health insurance benefit plan and are subject to the new rates.

Any questions regarding specific insurance benefits or coverage should be directed to Jaina D’Ambra, ECO Program Manager at 617-426-4783 x134 or jdambra@eco.org.  Any questions regarding USGS-ECO contracting procedures should be directed to Elise Stiglic (Berens), Contract Specialist at 703-648-7303 or estiglic@usgs.gov.

Branch Holiday Luncheon:  Join us on Wednesday, December 14, 2005, at 11:30 a.m. at the Amphora Diner Deluxe in Herndon for our annual BRR/ER Holiday Luncheon.  The cost per person is $16.00 and includes salad, entree, beverage, dessert, tax, and tip.  Please call Barbara Cardellichio directly at x5993 for any last minute reservations.
WRD Pot Luck Holiday Luncheon:  The Water Resources Division will hold our annual Holiday Pot Luck Luncheon on Tuesday, December 13, 2005, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in the Auditorium.  Please bring either an appetizer or a dessert, and sign up with your Project Assistant.  This is a fun and festive way to visit with your colleagues and enjoy some excellent homemade treats.
WRD Holiday of Hope Gifts for HIF Families Affected by Katrina:  Everyone is welcome to participate in the "WRD Holiday of Hope" by taking a gift tag from the tree on the 5th floor of the National Center in the NAWQA Section and signing your name when you remove the tag.  Each of the tags indicates gift ideas that we obtained from our USGS HIF families in Mississippi affected by Hurricane Katrina.   Feel free to team up with others in purchasing a gift.  Please deliver your gifts with the original tag to Carise Barbour (5A407) in NAWQA, or bring them to the Holiday Party in the Auditorium on Dec 13 to be placed under the tree.  Since this is a combined effort, please do not indicate any "from" on the tag when you deliver the gift.  If you have any question, feel free to contact Annette Ledford (5305) or Carise (5715).
New Publications from BRR/ER
Böhlke, J.K., Sturchio, N.C., Gu, B., Horita, J., Brown, G.M., Jackson, W.A., Batista, J.R., and Hatzinger, P.B., 2005, Perchlorate isotope forensics: Analytical Chemistry, vol. 77, p. 7838 -7842.
New Publications from BRR/CR

Barton, G.J., McDonald, R.R., Nelson, J.M., and Dinehart, R.L., 2005, Simulation of flow and sediment mobility using a multidimensional flow model for the white sturgeon critical-habitat reach, Kootenai River near Bonners Ferry, Idaho: U.S. Geological Survey Scientific Investigations Report 2005-5230, Click Here for Report
Chiou, C.T., Schmedding, D.W., and Manes, M., 2005, Improved prediction of octanol--water partition coefficients from liquid--solute water solubilities and molar volumes: Environmental Science & Technology, v. 39, p. 8840-8846.

Jamieson, H.E., Robinson C., Alpers, C.N., McCleskey, R.B., Nordstrom, D.K., Poustovetov, A., and Lowers, H.A., 2005, Geochemistry of jarosite-group minerals and associated waters from the Richmond Mine, Iron Mountain, California: Canadian Mineralogist, v. 43, p. 1,225–1,242.

Yi, C., Monson, R.K., Zhai, Z., Anderson, D.E., Lamb, B., Allwine, G., Turnipseed, A.A., Burns, S.P., 2005, Modeling and measuring the nocturnal drainage flow in a high-elevation, subalpine forest with complex terrain: Journal of Geophysical Research, v. 110, D22303, doi:10.1029/2005JD006282
Other Newly Available USGS Publications

Bidlake, W.R., Josberger, E.G., and Savoca, M.E., 2005, Water, ice and meteorological measurementsd at South Cascade Glacier, balance year 2003: U.S. Geological Survey Scientific Investigations Report 2005-5210, 48 p., Click Here for Report
Paulson, A.J., 2005, Tracing water and suspended matter in Raritan and Lower New York Bays using dissolved and particulate elemental concentrations: Marine Chemistry, v. 97, p. 60-77.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
Websites for Finding Grants:  These two websites, www.grants.gov and www.fedgrants.gov, are excellent resources for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  Both sites allow you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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