BRANCH OF REGIONAL RESEARCH, ER

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER

December 5 – December 9, 2005

Upcoming Seminars
Tuesday, December 13, Richard Williams, USGS, Woods Hole, MA, “The Earth's Cryosphere and Global Environmental Change”, Visitors Center, 2:00 p.m.

Notices
Delegation of Authority, Acting Chief Scientist for Hydrology:  Matt Larsen will be attending the AGU meeting in San Francisco, California from December 5 - 9, 2005.  While he is on travel, Pierre Glynn will serve as Acting Chief Scientist.  Pierre may be reached at (703) 648-5823, pglynn@usgs.gov.  Matt will be checking email messages via his blackberry.

Pre-Retirement Seminar Begins Tomorrow: 15 slots are still available for the popular and informative Pre-Retirement Seminar, walk-ins will be accepted.  The seminar will be held from 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. tomorrow, Tuesday, December 6 and Wednesday, December 7, 2005, in the National Center Auditorium. The cost for this two day class is $88.00 per person. Please use the TMS to register. Spouses are welcome to attend. Select training order for choice of payment. Please make sure your SF-182 is in complete status. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Leigh Healy at x6825 or email lhealy@usgs.gov.

USGS 2005 Hurricane Recognition Ceremony and Science Symposium:  Patrick Leahy will be honoring USGS employees and their Federal partners who made extraordinary scientific and humanitarian efforts during and after Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.  The ceremony will be held on Thursday, December 8 in the Auditorium from 10:30 a.m. to 11:45 a.m.  The Hurricane Science Symposium will be held after the ceremony in the Auditorium from 1:00 p.m. to 4:15 p.m., and will cover the impact of the hurricanes.
International Meetings and Conferences Travel for April, May and June 2006:  Employees who propose to travel to attend international professional and scientific meetings during the 3rd Quarter of FY 2006 (April, May and June of 2006) must submit a formal request by Tuesday, December 6, 2005.  This request includes proposed attendance at international meetings, seminars, conferences and workshops, except those taking place in Canada.  International meetings involving fieldwork and meetings involving research/projects do not need to be included.  However, briefings to international organizations (e.g., United Nations organizations) relating to projects should be included.  Please send your request through supervisory channels to Verne R Schneider (vrschnei@usgs.gov) and Marty Marques (mmarques@usgs.gov).  The following information should be included: name of traveler; discipline/region; the complete title of the international meeting; location of the meeting; dates of travel; and purpose of travel. In addition, a brief statement should be provided regarding any non-USGS funding being used, including employee donations.
New BRR/ER Safety Officer and Demurrage Coordinator:  

· Due to her imminent retirement, Marge Kennedy is relinquishing her position as BRR/ER Collateral Duty Safety Officer. Glenn Jolly has agreed to assume this role.  We thank Marge for a job well done and welcome Glenn to the position.  The Branch appreciates your efforts, as the safety of our staff and visitors is of the utmost importance.  

· After many years coordinating the Branch's demurrage payments on gas cylinders, Mike Shackelford has asked to step down from this role.  Jeanne Jaeschke graciously has agreed to assume this duty.   Thank you, Mike, for your years of service, and Jeanne, thank you for offering your assistance to the Branch.
Assistance Sought in the Republic of Georgia:  The U.S. Department of the Interior's (DOI's) International Technical Assistance Program is seeking a diverse cadre of experts to support the Ministry of Environment Protection and Natural Resources of the Republic of Georgia with their training, protected areas management, database, and outreach needs during 2006.  The announcement can be viewed at http://www.doi.gov/intl/itap/overseas.html.  DOI will cover only travel, and salary would continue to be paid by the host agency.  Please contact Barbara Pitkin (202-208-5221) if you have any questions. 

HSARPA Research Solicitations:  The Homeland Security Advanced Research Projects Agency (HSARPA) currently has several active Solicitations on a broad range of topics, some of which may be of interest to USGS scientists, especially those dealing with microbes.  Federal laboratories can apply for a current solicitation that seeks projects in 22 areas, including Geospatial, IT, and Chemical and Biological Countermeasures.  Mandatory white papers are due by January 3 and proposals must be submitted by March 6; base funding is limited to $2M per project.  Offerors may include single entities or teams from private-sector organizations, Federal government laboratories, (except 10 particular DOE labs), Federally Funded Research and Development Centers (FFRDCs), and academic institutions. Offerors are required to register online using the HSARPA BAA website, http://www.hsarpabaa.com, prior to submitting a white paper.  The solicitation is 88 pages long, but you can do a quick browse of the 22 topics on the SBIR Gateway at www.zyn.com/sbir/articles/rtap-topics.htm.
National Weather Service Unveils New Precipitation Web Page:  The following article presents information regarding a new precipitation web page that the National Weather Service has developed.  http://www.weather.gov/com/nwsfocus/fs20051201.htm#precip_page.  The web page offers high-quality precipitation analyses used for flood forecasts, drought monitoring, and climate trends as an experimental service.  The National Weather Service is seeking feedback to assess the usefulness and quality of the web page.  For more information about the product and offering feedback, please click on the tabs at the top of the web page http://www.srh.noaa.gov/rfcshare/precip_analysis_new.php.
Thrift Savings Plan Elimination of Percentage Restrictions on Employee Contributions for 2006:  The Thrift Savings Plan has announced that percentage limitations on Thrift Saving Plan (TSP) employee contributions will be lifted in 2006.  Beginning December 11, 2005, your contributions to the TSP will be limited only by the restrictions imposed by the Internal Revenue Code.  The elective deferral limit for 2006 will be $15,000.  You may elect to contribute to the TSP any whole percentage (i.e. 1 to 100%) of your earnings each pay period or you can choose to elect a specific whole dollar amount each pay period.  Catch-up contributions.  As a reminder, if you are at least age 50 (or will become age 50 during the calendar year) and if you have made or will make the maximum amount of employee contributions for the calendar year (e.g., $15,000 in 2006), you may also make catch-up contributions to your TSP account.  The limit on catch-up contributions for 2006 is $5,000.  Remember, you can make or stop your elections at any time during the year, but you must make a new election each calendar year.  See the Fact Sheet "Catch-up Contributions."  You can make or change your contribution elections to start, stop, resume or change the percent/dollar amount to your TSP or catch-up fund at any time through Employee Express at www.employeeexpress.gov.
Marge Kennedy’s Retirement Luncheon and Reception: After 25 years in BRR/ER, Marge Kennedy will be retiring from the USGS, effective Friday, December 9th.  There will be a lunch at Mama’s Wok in the Tall Oaks Center in Reston on Tuesday, December 6 at 11:30 a.m.  We will also have a Farewell Reception in conference room 5B227 on Thursday, December 8th at 2:00 p.m.  Marge Shapira, MS 432, will be taking lunch reservations, collecting contributions, and desserts for the reception will be warmly accepted.

Branch Holiday Luncheon:  Join us on Wednesday, December 14, 2005, at 11:30 a.m. at the Amphora Diner Deluxe in Herndon for our annual BRR/ER Holiday Luncheon.  Last year, we had a great meal and a great time at the Amphora; let's continue that tradition.  The menu choices are Chicken Marsala, Lasagna, Pasta Primavera, or a Prime Rib Sandwich Au Jus.  The cost per person is $16.00 and includes salad, beverage, dessert, tax, and tip.  Please make your reservation and payment by Wednesday, December 7th with your Project Assistant.  For those of you going to AGU, please sign up before you leave! 

WRD Pot Luck Holiday Luncheon:  The Water Resources Division will hold our annual Holiday Pot Luck Luncheon on Tuesday, December 13, 2005, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in the Auditorium.  Please bring either an appetizer or a dessert, and sign up with your Project Assistant.  This is a fun and festive way to visit with your colleagues and enjoy some excellent homemade treats.
WRD Holiday of Hope Gifts for HIF Families Affected by Katrina:  Everyone is welcome to participate in the "WRD Holiday of Hope" by taking a gift tag from the tree on the 5th floor of the National Center in the NAWQA Section and signing your name when you remove the tag.  Each of the tags indicates gift ideas that we obtained from our USGS HIF families in Mississippi affected by Hurricane Katrina.   Feel free to team up with others in purchasing a gift.  Please deliver your gifts with the original tag to Carise Barbour (5A407) in NAWQA, or bring them to the Holiday Party in the Auditorium on Dec 13 to be placed under the tree.  Since this is a combined effort, please do not indicate any "from" on the tag when you deliver the gift.  If you have any question, feel free to contact Annette Ledford (5305) or Carise (5715).
Director's Holiday Open House:  All staff are invited to attend the Director's Holiday Open House, to be held on Tuesday, December 6, 2005, from 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. in the Director's large conference room.  Hope you can attend!

Bloodmobile – New USGS Online Scheduling:  The Bloodmobile will be here on Friday, December 9, 2005, from 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the auditorium.   The Red Cross appreciates all those who can and do donate blood.  Each blood donation can help three or four people in need of a transfusion.   In addition, with supervisory approval, employees are given up to 4 hours of administrative leave for the donation and recovery time.  Please schedule an appointment using the new online appointment scheduling system.  This will alleviate the problem of long waits or being turned away.  The Red Cross needs a head count 48 hours prior to the donation date.  Please go to the Red Cross Web site www.my-redcross.org, and follow the instructions to schedule your appointment online:

Step 1:
Go to the Red Cross Web site at www.my-redcross.org
Step 2: Select “Sponsors for Life” from list on left

Step 3: Select “Donors Login Here” above photo on left.  Type in: E-mail address, Date of birth and Sponsor Code: 3668

Step 4: Type in your Name

Step 5: Select Blood Type

Step 6: Type in your phone number.  Note: Your e-mail address and date of birth will serve as your login for future donations.

Step 7:  Select “Save Profile”

Step 8:
 Select “continue to blood drive”

Step 9:  Select appropriate blood drive from list

Step 10:  Select available appointment time from list

If you can give, please schedule online or call Kathy Long, x5032, to schedule your appointment.  If you have any questions, please call Barbara Rogers on x7766 or the American Red Cross at 800-787-9282, x5305.  Questions concerning medical eligibility should be referred to 1-800-GIVE-LIFE.

New Publications from BRR/ER

Vogel, J.R., Harris, S.I., Coplen, T.B., Rice, E.W., and Verstraeten, I.M., 2005, Microbe Concentrations, Laser Particle Counts, and Stable Hydrogen and Oxygen Isotope Ratios in Samples from a Riverbank Filtration Study, Platte River, Nebraska, 2002 to 2004, U.S. Geological Survey Data Series 133, p. 307-321.

New Publications from BRR/CR

Jamieson, H.E., Robinson C., Alpers, C.N., McCleskey, R.B., Nordstrom, D.K., Poustovetov, A., and Lowers, H.A., 2005, Geochemistry of jarosite-group minerals and associated waters from the Richmond Mine, Iron Mountain, California: Canadian Mineralogist, v. 43, p. 1,225–1,242.

Stearns, M., Tindall, J.A., Cronin, G., Friedel, M.J., and Berquist, E., 2005, Effects of Coal-Bed Methane Discharge Waters on the Vegetation and Soil Ecosystem in Powder River Basin, Wyoming: Journal of Water, Air, and Soil Pollution, v. 168, no. 1-4, p.33-57.
Tindall, J.A., Szmajter, R.J., and Cuffin, S.M., 2005, Part 1: Enhanced Bioremediation Of Toluene in the Unsaturated Zone of A Shallow Unconfined Aquifer: Journal of Water, Air, and Soil Pollution, v. 168, no. 1-4, p.325-357.

Tindall, J.A., Weeks, E.P., Friedel, M.J., and Nutt, A., 2005, Part 2: A field study of enhanced remediation of toluene in the vadose zone via a nitrate-rich nutrient solution:  Journal of Water, Air, and Soil Pollution, v. 168, no. 1-4, p.359-389.
New Publications from BRR/WR

Christiansen, L.B., Hurwitz, S., Saar, M.A., Ingebritsen, S.E., and Hsieh, P.A., 2005, Seasonal seismicity at western United States volcanic centers: Earth and Planetary Science Letters, v. 240, p. 307-321.

Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
Websites for Finding Grants:  These two websites, www.grants.gov and www.fedgrants.gov, are excellent resources for searching and applying for competitive grants from over 900 different programs offered by the 26 Federal grant making agencies.  Both sites allow you to set very specific search criteria and sign up for email notification of new grant opportunities.
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