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Seminars

Tuesday, August 30, Colleen E. Rostad, USGS, Denver, CO, “Profiling Fuels for Environmental Forensics: A Case Study Using a New Technique”, Room 5B-227, 10:00 a.m.
Friday, September 2, Jerry A. Leenheer, USGS, Denver, CO, “Progression from Model Structures to Molecular Structures of Natural Organic Matter Components”, Room 5B-227, 10:00 a.m.
Upcoming Seminars

Wednesday, September 7, Jonathan Stock, Mendenhall Fellow, Western Earth Surfaces Processes Team, USGS, Menlo Park, CA, “The Problem of Alluvial Fan Slopes”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.
Notices
Chief Scientist for Hydrology Office – Please join us in welcoming Earl Greene to the Office of Chief Scientist for Hydrology.  Earl began work on August 22, 2005, and has assumed Pierre Glynn's former position.  We're glad to have you here, Earl!
In Memoriam:  Dallas Lynn Peck, former Director of the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), passed away Sunday, August 21.  Dallas, 76, a volcanologist, spent his entire 53-year career with the USGS, beginning in 1951 as a geologic field assistant.  He rose through the ranks to become the Nation’s senior Earth scientist in 1981, when he was appointed 11th Director of the USGS.  He served in this capacity until 1993, when he returned to the Geologic Division to conduct research on the granites of Yosemite National Park and the Sierra Nevada and to serve as advisor in the Office of the Chief Geologist.  In 1995, he retired from the USGS, but continued his research as an emeritus scientist until his death. The USGS has lost a great leader, outstanding scientist, and treasured colleague in Dallas Peck.  He was well respected by the entire earth science community, and his passing is a loss to all of us.
VPN Upgrade Occurs This Week:  The USGS has upgraded to a new Cisco 3000 series Virtual Private Network (VPN) solution. The old Cisco 5000 series VPN solution is no longer supported by Cisco. All VPN users should transition to the 3000 series VPN as soon as possible. The 5000 series concentrators will be shutdown permanently on Thursday 9-1-05 at 10:00 am MST.  Users must upgrade to the Cisco VPN 3000 series client in order to maintain VPN connectivity.  For assistance with transition, please contact your local IT support team or send email requesting assistance to GS Help VPN and a VPN team member will do his/her best to assist you.  Please note that, if you are not currently a VPN user and wish to use the new services, order forms are located within the following reference https://gsvaresa07.er.usgs.gov/gs_vpn_3000.
Coffee Fund in the Red:  We are sorry to report that dwindling contributions to our coffee fund have made it necessary to increase prices.  Effective Monday, August 29, coffee is now 35¢ a cup and tea is 25¢ a bag.  Please comply with the honor system and contribute the required amount each time you take a cup.  If you make a pot of coffee, you are still entitled to one free cup.  Our total daily contributions for this past week averaged $1.33 per day, or the equivalent of only 5-6 cups of coffee.   However, we go through several pots a day on each coffeemaker.  If this trend continues, we will need to shut down the coffee system.  Please contact Barbara at x5993 or Marge at x5854 with any suggestions you may have.
Survey Manual Handbook 445-2-H, Occupational Safety and Health Program Requirements Handbook, Updated:  The following chapters have been issued recently:

Chapter 25, Occupational Industrial Hygiene - Human Bloodborne Pathogen Protection Program, and Appendix 25-4, Sample Exposure Control Plan for USGS Employees with Limited Potential for Exposure to BPP's, revised August 11, 2005

· http://www.usgs.gov/usgs-manual/handbook/hb/445-2-h/ch25.html
· http://www.usgs.gov/usgs-manual/handbook/hb/445-2-h/app27.html
Chapter 36, Fire Safety, revised 

· http://www.usgs.gov/usgs-manual/handbook/hb/445-2-h/ch36.html
Chapter 44, Fall Protection, new chapter issued August 11, 2005

· http://www.usgs.gov/usgs-manual/handbook/hb/445-2-h/ch44.html
USGS Employee Phone Directory is Back:  The USGS Employee Phone and Email Directory is up and running again at http://www.usgs.gov/phonebook/employee.  The directory has been moved to a dedicated and secure public server, and the look and feel have been updated for easier use and a consistent appearance with other USGS Web content.

National Center Lobby ATM Replacement - The ATM, located in the lobby of the USGS National Center, will be out of service on Monday, August 29, 2005. A new ATM machine is being installed.  If you need cash, VISA cash advances may be done at the Credit Union in Room BA-208.
Upcoming Deadlines

Mandatory Training – Discrimination and Whistleblowing in the Workplace: All employees and supervisors must complete the on-line mandatory training course titled “Discrimination and Whistleblowing in the Workplace” by September 15, 2005. Training can be accessed, at no cost, either on-line at http://www.doiu.nbc.gov/nofear or by CD-ROM, available from Harry Jenter. If you elect to complete the course using the CD-ROM, you must document completion in the USGS Training Management System (TMS) to receive credit. To facilitate this training, BRR/ER has arranged for use of a computer training room, 5B126, for Thursday and Friday afternoons from 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. in September, so that projects and small groups can take the training together. The dates are September 8 and 9, and September 15 and 16. Please sign up through Barbara in the Branch Office (x5993), if you are interested.
New Publications from BRR/ER

Szabo, Z., dePaul, V. T., Kraemer, T. F., and Parsa, B., 2005, Occurrence of radium-224, radium-226, and radium-228 in water of the unconfined Kirkwood-Cohansey aquifer system, southern New Jersey, U.S. Geological Survey Scientific Investigations Report 2004-5224.
New Publications from BRR/WR

Andraski, B.J., Stonestrom, D.A., Michel, R.L., Halford, K.J., and Radyk, J.C., 2005, Plant-based plume-scale mapping of tritium contamination in desert soils:  Vadose Zone Journal, v. 4, p. 819-827, Click Here for Article
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
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