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Upcoming Seminars

Tuesday, August 30, Colleen E. Rostad, USGS, Denver, CO, “Profiling Fuels for Environmental Forensics: A Case Study Using a New Technique”, Room 5B-227, 10:00 a.m.
Friday, September 2, Jerry A. Leenheer, USGS, Denver, CO, “Progression from Model Structures to Molecular Structures of Natural Organic Matter Components”, Room 5B-227, 10:00 a.m.
Notices
Acting Branch Chief:  Pierre Glynn is out of the office this week, so Harry Jenter will serve as Acting Branch Chief from Monday, August 22 through Friday, August 26.

Requisition Deadline Reminder:  August 26 - Requisitions for services less than $2,500 and construction less than $2,000.
Paul A. Hsieh Receives USGS Unsung Hero Award:  Congratulations to our WR colleague, Paul Hsieh for being selected as one of the 3rd Quarter USGS Unsung Hero Award recipients.  The Unsung Hero Award was established to recognize employees of the U.S. Geological Survey who go above and beyond in the performance of their duties and daily routines.  Paul receives this award for his many “behind the scenes” contributions to the scientific community and the USGS, including his development of new tools and scientific insights to assist other scientists within and outside of the USGS.  Chief among Paul's recent accomplishments are development of a suite of graphical software packages and revival of the weekly WRD seminar series in Menlo Park. Congratulations, Paul!
Online Article Describes Upcoming Deep Drilling at Chesapeake Bay Impact Crater:  This international project involving 13 countries and a dozen NRP scientists will drill more than a mile deep into an ancient impact crater on the Eastern Shore of Maryland, looking for clues to prehistoric climate, modern-day water problems and the beginnings of life on Earth and Mars.  Learn more by reading the full article at http://home.hamptonroads.com/stories/story.cfm?story=90953&ran=18092.
October is National Fire Prevention Month:  To recognize this event, the Safety and Environmental Management Branch will be conducting training on the National Center Continuity of Operations Plan (COOP) and the Occupant Emergency Plan (OEP) for all employees.  In addition to the standard subjects, this year’s training will also include the automatic external defibrillator program, hands-on fire extinguisher use, and shelter-in-place protocols.  Please plan to attend one of the following four sessions of this important training:  Tuesday, October 4 or Thursday, October 6:  9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. or 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. in the Auditorium.
New IT Hardware Contracts Coming Soon:  In 2003, the Department of the Interior (DOI) competitively negotiated enterprise contracts with hardware providers to take advantage of the potential for volume discounts. Three contracts were awarded: 

· Desktops - Office Automation & Power User. This contract was awarded to Dell. 

· Laptops - The contract for Ultra light Laptops was awarded to NCS Technologies, and the contract for the Traveler and Telecommuter Laptops was awarded to IBM. 

· Servers - Low-end, Mid-range, and High-end. This contract was awarded to Dell. 

These contracts are set to terminate on September 30, 2005. DOI is in the process of re-competing these contract categories as well as adding new categories. The new contracts will have a three-year award with annual options for renewal based on performance. The following categories are being competed:

· Desktop - Office Automation, Power User and Power User/GIS

· Laptop - Telecommuter (Standard and Wide-Screen), Tablet, Ruggedized, High End and Serial Port

· Server - Specialized (1U), Low-end, Mid-range, High-end, and Blade

· Printer - Individual (Inkjet, Laser Multi-functional and Black & White), Workgroup (Laser Black & White and Color), Traveler (Portable Laptop Companion)

Additionally, the following categories will be added to the contract later this year:

· Consumables/Peripherals - 1/2" Cartridge, 1/4" Data Cartridge, Audio & Video Tape, CDR / DVD, Digital Linear Tape (DLT), Diskettes, Flash Drives, Helical Scan Cartridge (4mm & 8mm), Optical Disk, Zip Disk, Toner Cartridges, Mice, Keyboards, Smart card readers, Surge protector power strips, UPS, Gel wrist pad – mouse pad rest, Zip drives, Monitor Arms, and Laptop Carrying Cases

· Monitors - LCD, 15 Inch Dual Arm, 17-19 Inch Options and 20 Inch Options

At this time the Consumable/Peripherals and Monitor categories are not mandatory.  The Printer category is being evaluated as to whether it is mandatory or not.  The Desktop, Laptop, and Server categories will continue to be mandatory sources. Offices whose needs cannot be met by these categories must be granted a waiver prior to purchase. More information on the waiver process can be found at: http://internal.usgs.gov/gio/ito/hardware/#waiver.  If the current contracts meet an office's needs, the office is encouraged to use them before they are terminated September 30, 2005.  Additional information is available at: http://www.doi.gov/ocio/erm/ and http://internal.usgs.gov/gio/ito/hardware/index.html.  Questions regarding these contracts can be directed to Paul E. Exter (peexter@usgs.gov).

New Publications from BRR/ER

Hunt, R.J., Coplen, T.B., Haas, N.L., Saad, D.A., and Borchardt, M.A., 2005, Investigating surface water-well interaction using stable isotope ratios of water , Journal of Hydrology, vol 302, p. 154-172, doi:10.1016/j.jhydrol.2004.07.010, Click Here for Article
Noe, G.B., and Hupp, C.R., 2005, Carbon, nitrogen, and phosphorus accumulation in floodplains of Atlantic Coastal Plain rivers, USA, Ecological Applications, vol. 15, p.1178–1190, Click Here for Abstract
Simon, N.S., Bricker, O.P., Newell, W., McCoy, J., and Morawe, R., 2004, The Distribution of Phosphorus in Popes Creek, VA, and in the Pocomoke River, MD: Two Watersheds with Different Land Management Practices in the Chesapeake Bay Basin, Water, Air and Soil Pollution, vol. 164, no. 1-4, p. 189-204
Vogel, J.R., Verstraeten, I.M., Coplen, T.B., Furlong, E.T., Meyer, M.T., and Barber, L.B., 2005, Occurrence of Selected Pharaceutical and Non-Pharmaceutical Compounds and Stable Hydrogen and Oxygen Isotope Rations in a Riverbank Filtration Study, Platte River, Nebraska, 2001 to 2003, Volume 1 , U. S. Geological Survey Data Series 117, Click Here for Data Series
Other Newly Available Publications

Greene, E.A., LaMotte, A.E., Cullinan, K.A., and Smith, E.R., 2005, Ground-Water Vulnerability to Nitrate Contamination in the Mid-Atlantic Region, U.S. Geological Survey Fact Sheet 2004-3067, 4 p., Click Here for Fact Sheet
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
Over (








