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Upcoming Seminars

Tuesday, August 30, Colleen E. Rostad, USGS, Denver, CO, “Profiling Fuels for Environmental Forensics: A Case Study Using a New Technique”, Room 5B-227, 10:00 a.m.
Friday, September 2, Jerry A. Leenheer, USGS, Denver, CO, “Progression from Model Structures to Molecular Structures of Natural Organic Matter Components”, Room 5B-227, 10:00 a.m.
Notices

BRR/WR Scientists Awarded Patent:  On July 12, 2005, a US patent was awarded to BRR/WR scientists Larry Miller, Shaun Baesman and Ron Oremland for their bioreactor to remove methyl bromide following container and structural fumigations.  Methyl bromide is a hazard to human health and to the Earth's ozone layer.  Their invention employs a biofilter containing a culture of methylotrophic bacteria to oxidize methyl bromide in the waste stream following fumigation of buildings and shipping containers.  Congratulations!
Brown Bag Seminar Series Resumes in September:   Mark your calendars again - our BRR/ER Brown Bag Seminar Series will be held every other Thursday at 12 noon in 5B227.  Our September schedule includes Ike Winograd for September 1, Liz Jones for September 15, and Martha Scholl for September 29.  See you there.

U.S. Embassy Science Fellowships Available: The U.S. Embassy Science Fellows Program has issued 6 requests that conceivably could be filled by a Water Discipline employee.  The requests are for Science Fellows for Viet Nam, Brazil, Costa Rica, Ethiopia,Tajikistan and Abu Dhabi.  Funding is an issue which needs to be worked out for Embassy Science Fellows.  However, in general, the USGS is responsible for salary, per diem, and a round--trip ticket to the destination.  The source of the USGS funding is determined on a case by case basis. The Embassy is responsible for providing office space and support, housing and in-county transportation costs.  If you are interested in learning more about one of these positions, please notify Pierre Glynn x5823 or Harry Jenter x5916 as soon as possible, but NLT noon on Tuesday, August 16.
Climate Change Technology Program "Vision and Framework" Announced:  DOE has announced the "vision and framework" of the Climate Change Technology Program, a federal plan for developing and using new technologies to curb greenhouse gas emissions. The new program will coordinate programs in 10 federal agencies to accomplish the following six technology development goals:
· Reducing emissions from energy use and infrastructure

· Reducing emissions from energy supply

· Capturing and sequestering carbon dioxide

· Reducing emission of other greenhouse gasses

· Measuring and monitoring emissions

· Bolstering the contributions of basic science to climate change

The entire "Vision and Framework for Strategy and Planning" is available at http://www.climatetechnology.gov/vision2005/cctp-vision2005.pdf.
FEHB Service Visit:  Health care providers for the Federal Employees Health Benefits (FEHB) Program will be offering a service visit to National Center employees on Tuesday, August 23, 2005, from 12:30 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. in the Art Hallway. The following health care providers will be available to discuss their plan and resolve any billing problems that you may be experiencing: Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield; Kaiser Permanente; M.D. IPA; GEHA; and Aetna   If you have any questions, please contact Charlotte Watson at 703-648-7432 or Ann Kelsey at 703-648-7410.
National Center Bus Stop Temporarily Relocated: On Monday, August 29, the bus stop at the bottom of the ramp at the "A" Stack entrance to the John W. Powell Building will be relocated temporarily to a spot between parking lots A and V. The location of this temporary bus stop will be clearly identified. This new spot will be the stop for the Fairfax County Connector, USGS Shuttle (Reston Limousine), Fast Tran, and Metro Access until Tuesday, September 6.  Please direct any questions, comments and or concerns to Kenneth Thayer at kthayer@usgs.gov.

Renew Library Books by E-mail:  The USGS Reston Library is now sending out overdue notices to its Eastern Region users via e-mail. If you wish to renew an item that you have, here is the procedure to follow.  Note: Only one renewal per item is allowed.
1. Open the Library's web page (either from the Internet <http://library.usgs.gov> or Intranet <http://internal.usgs.gov/library/>).

2. Select SEARCH THE CATALOG.

3. Click on the VIEW USGS PATRON RECORD tab at the top.

5. Log into your record -- if you need help, contact your regional branch library <http://library.usgs.gov/contacts.html>.

6. Click on ITEMS OUT.

7. Select the items you want to renew.

8. Click on the RENEW button at the top of the list.
Upcoming Deadlines

Mandatory Training – Discrimination and Whistleblowing in the Workplace:  All employees and supervisors must complete the on-line mandatory training course titled “Discrimination and Whistleblowing in the Workplace” by September 15, 2005.  Training can be accessed, at no cost, either on-line at http://www.doiu.nbc.gov/nofear or by CD-ROM, available from Harry Jenter.   If you elect to complete the course using the CD-ROM, you must document completion in the USGS Training Management System (TMS) to receive credit.  To facilitate this training, BRR/ER has arranged for use of a computer training room, 5B126, for Thursday and Friday afternoons from 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. in August and September, so that projects and small groups can take the training together.  The dates are August 18 and 19, August 25 and 26, September 8 and 9, and September 15 and 16.  Please sign up through Barbara in the Branch Office (x5993, if you are interested.

New Publications from BRR/ER

Winograd, I.J., Fridrich, C.J., Sweetkind, D., Belcher, W.R., and Thomas, J.M., 2005, Comment on “Testing the Interbasin Flow Hypothesis of Death Valley, California”, Eos, Trans. Amer. Geophys. Union, vol. 86, no. 2, p. 295-296

New Publications from BRR/WR

Peterson, D., Smith, R., Hager, S., Hicke, J., Dettinger, M., and Huber, K., 2005, River chemistry as a monitor of Yosemite Park microclimates:  Eos Transactions Americal Geophysical Union, v. 86, p. 285-288.

Other Newly Available Publications

Risch, M.R., 2005, Mercury in the Grand Calumet River/Indiana Harbor Canal and Lake Michigan, Lake County, Indiana, August 2001 and May 2002, U.S. Geological Survey Scientific Investigations Report 2005-5034, 55 p., Click Here for Report
Maupin, M.A., and Barber, N.L., 2005, Estimated withdrawals from principal aquifers in the United States, 2000: U.S. Geological Survey Circular 1279, 46 p., Click Here for Circular
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
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