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Notices

UNESCO Hydrological Program Specialist Position Available:  The Senior Programme Specialist post, Chief of the Section on Hydrological Processes and Climate, Division of Water Sciences, United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) is open for recruitment and applications are now being accepted. Applications are accepted only through UNESCO RecruitWeb online.  Closing deadline is September 4, 2005.  The job description and application instructions can be found by accessing the following link: http://recrutweb.unesco.org/pdf/SC242.PDF.

USGS “Science Picks”:  "Science Picks" is a monthly publication designed to encourage interest in USGS science.  It is distributed at the beginning of each month to the news media and the outreach community by the Office of Communications.  Science Picks contributions are accepted anytime. Nearly every month, they show up in national news media stories.  If you have an idea for a Science Pick, draft a short paragraph (about 500 words) describing the work, project or report and route it through Pierre Glynn to the Office of Communications.  Examples of previous Science Picks can be found at http://www.usgs.gov/newsroom/.  For additional information on Science Picks, please contact Denver Makle (703-648-4732 or dmakle@usgs.gov).
Working for America Act:  The Bush Administration has developed draft legislation that will link individual employee performance more strongly to agency missions. The bill likely will be sent to Congress in September, with hearings expected in October. The proposed Working for America Act would implement a “pay-for-performance” system through which each employee’s performance influences a portion of their annual pay raise. The system also will base an employee’s annual pay increase on factors reflecting changes in national and local market rates and will consider the rate of pay for a specific occupation in a specific region.  It is important that Federal employees are aware of the provisions of the bill. To find out more about the Working for America Act, follow the link to the Results.gov website, http://www.whitehouse.gov/results/agenda/working.html.

Visual Information Restructuring Town Hall Meetings: A series of briefings for all employees on the new Enterprise Publishing Network will be held at the regional centers.  The date and time for the briefing in Reston is August 11, 2005 at 9:00 – 11:00 a.m. EDT.  The briefing will be held in the National Center Auditorium.  “Sametime” connection instructions and audio bridge information will be provided in an upcoming All Employee email.
National Center Workplace Satisfaction Survey: The U.S. Geological Survey, in coordination with the General Services Administration and the Center for the Built Environment (CBE), is asking for participation in a Workplace Satisfaction Survey.  This survey provides an opportunity to comment on your satisfaction with your work environment.  If you are interested in participating, visit http://www.cbesurvey.org/survey/2005/usgsva between August 1, 2005 and August 12, 2005. Please note that, although you will be asked to enter your email address to access the survey, your response will remain completely anonymous.  Entering your email address simply provides you with the opportunity to access the survey and return to a partially completed survey when time permits.   If you have any questions regarding the survey or experience any technical difficulties, please contact CBE via email at cbe-survey@berkeley.edu or by phone at 510-643-4984.  If you wish to contact someone from USGS, please call Debbie Schaefer at 703-648-7513.
Subscribe to USGS Press-Release Mailing Lists:  You can subscribe (or unsubscribe) to a variety of mailing lists for USGS Press Releases.  Available lists include: Biological, Geological, Geologic Hazards, Menlo Park Lecture Announcements, Mapping, New Products, Science Picks and Water.  Sign-up is accomplished through completion of a simple online form on the Office of Communications webpage at http://www.usgs.gov/newsroom/list_server.asp.
DOI University Writing Course Offered: DOI University will present "The Business of Writing: A Step-by-Step Approach to Writing at Work" on September 13-14, 2005 from 8:30 am - 4:00 pm at the DOI University Washington Leadership & Performance Center, Room 7112, Main Interior Building for employees who wish to strengthen their writing skills.  Tuition is $195.  Registration is through the DOI University website, http://www.doiu.nbc.gov.  This course is intended to help participants develop their own step-by-step approach to on-the-job writing. Participants will practice writing email, memoranda, letters, brief reports and other business documents, and receive individual suggestions for their writing.  Points of grammar and usage will be covered as needed.  Pre-course writing samples will help instructors adapt materials to class needs.  For more information please contact Rebecca Rabuck, Associate Manager, DOI University Washington Leadership & Performance Center at (202) 208-3446 or the DOI University Washington Leadership & Performance Center at (202) 208-7090.
Graduate Student Seeking Scientific Visualization Project with Earth Science Applications:  The Branch Office has received a resume from Sepideh Mirza, a former ECO Intern in the Branch and, currently, a graduate student in Information Technology at George Mason University.  Sepideh is soliciting interest in, and ideas for, a collaboration in the area of “Scientific Visualization with Earth Science Applications” leading to a PhD thesis.  Contact information and a copy of her resume are available from Harry Jenter, hjenter@usgs.gov, 703 648-5916.
Requisition Deadline Reminder:  August 12 - Modifications to purchase orders; Requests to deobligate funds (any amount) from contracts, purchase orders, grants, and cooperative agreements.

New Publications from BRR/WR

Maldonado, A., Betancourt, J.L., Latorre, C. and Villagran, C., 2005, Pollen analyses from a 50,000-yr rodent midden series in the southern Atacama Desert (25º30'S):  Journal of Quaternary Science, v. 20, p. 493-507, Click Here for Abstract
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
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