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August 1 – August 5, 2005

Seminars

Wednesday, August 3, JoAnn Holloway, USGS, Denver, CO, “Stream sediment transport and wetland sequestration of trace metals in a northern California Coast Range watershed impacted by historic mercury mining”, Room 4C-315, 10:30 a.m.

Notices

Mandatory Department of the Interior On-Line Training Course – Discrimination and Whistleblowing in the Workplace:  All employees and supervisors must complete the on-line mandatory training course titled “Discrimination and Whistleblowing in the Workplace” by September 30, 2005.   The purpose of this training is to make employees aware of rights, remedies, and responsibilities under antidiscrimination and whistleblower protection laws.  Training can be accessed, at no cost, either on-line at http://www.doiu.nbc.gov/nofear or by CD-ROM, available from Harry Jenter.   If you elect to complete the course using the CD-ROM, you must document completion in the USGS Training Management System (TMS) to receive credit.  To facilitate this training, BRR/ER has arranged for use of a computer training room, 5B126, for Thursday and Friday afternoons from 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. in August and September, so that projects and small groups can take the training together.  The dates are August 18 and 19, August 25 and 26, September 8 and 9, and September 15 and 16.  Please sign up through Barbara in the Branch Office (x5993, if you are interested.

NSF Program Solicitation Updates, Microbial Observatories (MO) and Microbial Interactions and Processes (MIP): The NSF recently has updated its existing and ongoing program solicitation for MO and MIP. Two significant changes have been made: (1) The annual proposal submission target date has been changed from August to October. (2) The Cooperative State Research, Education and Extension Service of the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA/CSREES) will be partnering with NSF to support Microbial Observatory projects relevant to agroecosystems. The MO and MIP activities will support research to discover and characterize novel microorganisms, microbial consortia, communities, activities and other novel properties, and to study their roles in diverse environments. The NSF expects to fund approximately 10 awards in each category per year, depending on the quality of submissions and the availability of funds. For MO projects, NSF awards are expected to be for five years, while CSREES awards are expected to be for four years (with the possibility of a one-year no cost-extension), and total award size (all years, whether single institution or collaborative) is expected to range between $500,000 and $2,000,000. For MIP projects, awards are expected to be for up to four years and total award size is expected to range up to $500,000. The Full Proposal Target Dates are October 27, 2005, October 9, 2006, and October 8, 2007. The full Program Solicitation is available at http://www.nsf.gov/publications/pub_summ.jsp?ods_key=nsf05600. For further information, contact:
· Matthew D. Kane, Program Director, Division of Molecular and Cellular Biosciences, National Science Foundation, telephone: (703) 292-7186, email: mkane@nsf.gov.

· John L. Sherwood, National Program Leader, CSREES, U.S. Department of Agriculture, telephone: (202) 690-1084, email: jsherwood@csrees.usda.gov.

NSF Program Solicitation Update, Frontiers in Integrative Biological Research (FIBR): The NSF recently has updated its existing and ongoing program solicitation for FIBR, including the due dates for preliminary and final proposals. The FIBR Program supports integrative research that addresses major questions in the biological sciences. FIBR encourages investigators to identify major under-studied or unanswered questions in biology and to use innovative approaches to address them by integrating the scientific concepts and research tools from across disciplines including biology, math and the physical sciences, engineering, social sciences and the information sciences. It is anticipated that approximately $8 million will be available for new Full Proposals in FY2006, contingent upon the quality of proposals received and pending the availability of funds. The award size for research grants will be up to a total of approximately $5 million for up to five years. Funding decisions for full research proposals are anticipated by the end of July 2006, with awards expected to start in September 2006. Preliminary Proposal Due Date (required) is October 3, 2005, The Full Proposal Target Date is February 15, 2006. Details of the program solicitation can be found at http://www.nsf.gov/publications/pub_summ.jsp?ods_key=nsf05597. For further information, contact: Dr. Chris Greer, Chair, FIBR Working Group, Division of Biological Infrastructure, telephone: (703)292-8470, email: biofibr@nsf.gov.

USDA National Water Conference: The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will hold their National Water Conference in San Antonio, Texas, on February 5-9, 2006. Topics include agricultural best-management practices, rural environmental protection, conservation and resource management, and watershed assessment and restoration. Abstracts for oral presentations will be accepted through October 5, 2005. After October 5th, only abstracts for posters will be accepted. The abstract submission form is at http://www.extension.iastate.edu/waterconf2006/AbsSubmit.aspx. The conference website is http://www.soil.ncsu.edu/swetc/waterconf/2006/main.htm. Questions regarding abstract submission are referred to Greg Jennings <greg_jennings@ncsu.edu>.

Geographic Names Web Site Redesign: The Geographic Names Information System (GNIS), the nation's official geographic name repository developed by the U.S. Geological Survey in cooperation with the U.S. Board on Geographic Names, has unveiled a redesigned, more user-friendly web site which can be accessed at http://geonames.usgs.gov.

It's a Google World After All: Google Earth is a downloadable Windows desktop application that links information from the Google Local service to satellite images from Keyhole. It's free for personal use, and using Google Earth is flat-out fun. You can use your mouse to spin the virtual globe in any direction, or you can enter a place name, an address, or even a description ("best hotel in Manhattan") in the search box. The type of info displayed varies depending on which “Layers” options you choose (you can pinpoint hotels, parks, or even census data, for example).  You can download the program at http://earth.google.com/.

NWIS 4.5 Training Seminars: The Offices of Water Quality, Surface Water, and Ground Water and the Office of Information are pleased to announce a series of NWIS 4.5 cyber seminar training sessions entitled:
· What's new in QWDATA 4.5?

· What's new in GWSI 4.5?

· What's new in ADAPS 4.5?

· ProjectNetworks

· UV/DV Remarks Overview

· NWISWeb DV project

These training sessions will cover the enhancements and significant bug fixes in the 4.5 release of QWDATA, GWSI, and ADAPS. The target audience is all users of these programs, including data chiefs, discipline specialists, database administrators, and District hydrographers.  

Dates and instructions for attending any of these training seminars can be found at http://wwwnwis.er.usgs.gov/nwis_training_index.html.

New Training Management System Coming This Fall: DOI, including the USGS, will be migrating to a new Learning Management System, ILEARN, during the fall of 2005. This new system will replace our current Training Management System (TMS). All training history and data in TMS from the years 2000 to 2005 will be transferred to the new system. For more information on ILEARN, please visit http://www.mydoi.doi.net/ilearn.

New Publications from BRR/CR

Morin, R.H. and Wilkens, R.H., 2005, Structure and stress state of Hawaiian island basalts penetrated by the Hawaii Scientific Drilling Project deep core hole: Journal of Geophysical Research, v. 110, no. B7, doi:10.1029/2004JB003410, Click Here for Abstract
Smith, R.L., Buckwalter, S.P., Repert, D.A., and Miller, D.N., 2005, Small-scale, hydrogen-oxidizing-denitrifying bioreactor for treatment of nitrate-contaminated drinking water, Water Research, 39, 2014-2023, Click Here for Article
New Publications from BRR/WR

Šimunek, J., and Nimmo, J.R., 2005, Estimating soil hydraulic parameters from transient flow experiments in a centrifuge using parameter optimization technique: Water Resources Research, v. 41, doi:10.1029/2004WR003379, Click Here for Abstract
Other Newly Available USGS Publications 

Davis, B.E., 2005, A guide to the proper selection and use of federally approved sediment and water-quality samplers: U.S. Geological Survey Open-File Report 2005-1087, 20 p., Click Here for Report
Ries, K., III, Steeves, P., Coles, J., Rea, A., and Stewart, D., 2005, StreamStats: A U.S. Geological Survey web application for stream information: U.S. Geological Survey Fact Sheet 2004-3115, Click Here for Fact Sheet
Editor’s Note: Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m. Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov






