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Seminars
Monday, April 25, Blair Jones, NRP, BRR/ER, “Mineral-Solute Mass Balance in Crystalline Watersheds”, Department of Earth and Planetary Sciences, Johns Hopkins University, 34th and North Charles Streets, Baltimore, MD 21218 in the Olin Hall Auditorium, 4:00 p.m.

Tuesday, April 26, Bill Dimichele, Paleobotanist, Smithsonian Institution, “From coal beds to red beds - deglaciation and vegetational change in the late Paleozoic tropics”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.

Tuesday, April 26, Dianna Hogan, Biologist, Eastern Region Geography, “The Effects of Urbanization on Wetland Ecosystems – a Case Study in Fairfax County”, Room 2D-201, 10:00 a.m.

Upcoming Seminars
Wednesday, May 3, Jennifer McIntosh, Post Doctoral Research Fellow, Johns Hopkins University, “Hydrogeochemistry of Upper Devonian microbial gas plays in glaciated North American sedimentary basins”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.
Important Deadlines

5 Days Left to Complete the Mandatory DOI Web-Based Safety Training:  All USGS employees are required to complete basic, web-based safety training (or its equivalent) for their particular occupation no later than this Saturday, April 30. The web-based training can be accessed at http://www.doiu.nbc.gov.  See http://internal.usgs.gov/ops/safetynet/InternetInstructions.doc for detailed instructions on how to access this training.  It is best to print out the instructions before starting the training.  If you have any problems with the system, you may contact the DOIU Help Line at 202-208-6278.  Please note that this training requirement will take multiple hours to complete and, therefore, should not be left until the last minute.

Notices
Deadline Extended for OCSH Job Opportunity:  The deadline has been extended for Pierre Glynn’s former position until May 20, 2005.  It is advertised concurrently on the USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) website http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ as position HQ-2005-0119, GS-1315-14/15 (Hydrologist) and as position HQ-2005-0122, GS-1301-14/15 (Physical Scientist).
Chief Scientist's All Hands Meeting:  Our new Chief Scientist for Hydrology, Matt Larsen, will hold an All-Hands meeting at 10:00 AM on Wednesday, May 18, 2005 in the Auditorium.  The purpose of Matt's meeting is to introduce himself, give a routine briefing from HQ, answer questions, meet BRR/ER staff and scientists, and to learn about the science being conducted here.
"Environmental Effects of Agricultural Practices" Workshop:  This workshop will be hosted by the Central Region, U.S. Geological Survey, in Denver, Colorado, on June 14-16, 2005.  The workshop will bring together governmental earth science, life science, and agricultural professionals to discuss current research directions into the effects of agricultural practices on the environment, the need for specific scientific tools, methods, and directions to define and measure these effects, and future direction in collaborative research to better understand these effects.  The meeting announcement and draft agenda can be found at http://www.cr.usgs.gov/agpractices_workshop/default.html.  Workshop attendance is limited to 100 participants, including partners, and is by invitation only.  If you are interested in attending, please notify Harry Jenter or Pierre Glynn NLT April 27 to be included in a coordinated BRR-ER request to attend.  The BRR-ER request will be submitted on April 28.  Invitations to the workshop will be sent by May 10.  Please note that a poster session is part of the workshop.  If you are interested in presenting one or more posters, include the title(s) and the author(s) in your request to attend.

Shuttle Radar Topography Mission (SRTM) - Data Validation and Applications Workshop: This workshop will be cosponsored by the USGS Land Remote Sensing Program on June 14-16, 2005 at the National Center Auditorium.  The purpose of the event is to document the SRTM data quality and characteristics, and to describe applications benefiting from the data.  The event includes oral presentations, a poster session, and a tour of the Udvar-Hazy Center of the Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum.  The workshop website is http://edc.usgs.gov/conferences/SRTM/.  Abstracts and registrations are now being accepted online.  The deadline for abstract submissions is April 30.  The deadline for workshop registration is June 3.  Please contact Sally Cook at 703-648-6136 or email scook@usgs.gov with questions.

Call for Entries for the 2005 Shoemaker Communication Awards:  Communication is an essential component of the USGS mission; it gives visibility and voice to our science so it can be used to make a difference in our changing world. Every year, effectiveness in communication is recognized through the USGS Shoemaker Communication Awards competition.  The Shoemaker competition comprises three types of awards:

1. The Eugene M. Shoemaker Award for Distinguished Achievement in Communications - This award is given to honor a scientist who creates excitement and enthusiasm for science among non-scientists.  The USGS Executive Leadership Team selects the winner.

2. The Shoemaker Awards for Communication Product Excellence - These awards recognize informational products that effectively convey complex scientific concepts to non-technical audiences. Products are accepted in the following media categories: Print, Large-Format Print, World Wide Web, Audio/visual, Exhibits, and Events.  Entries will be judged by a panel of communications experts from other Federal agencies and the private sector.
3. The Shoemaker Awards for Excellence in Internal Communication - These awards recognize efforts to convey scientific, operational, or administrative information to USGS employees in a clear, concise, timely, and effective manner.  Entries will be judged by a panel of communications experts; up to three winning entries will be selected.
Nominations and complete entry packages for all Shoemaker Awards are due by COB May 13, 2005, no exceptions.  Instructions, nomination and entry forms, eligibility requirements, selection criteria, and lists of previous winners are available at http://internal.usgs.gov/OUTREACH/shoemaker.  Results will be announced in September 2005.  Winners will be recognized at their respective regional awards convocation.
New Employee Orientation: This helpful class is being presented from 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon on Wednesday, April 27, 2005, in the USGS Visitors Center in Reston.  The orientation is open to all interested employees, but tailored especially for new employees.  The orientation will provide an overview of the USGS mission, history, programs, employees, funding, and products, and includes a slide presentation, a "Parade of Programs" video and a discussion with Bob Doyle, Deputy Director, Steve Hammond, Eastern Region Director’s Office; and Milo Robinson, Geospatial Information Office.  Employees who attend should obtain supervisory permission and complete a training form on the Training Management System (TMS) to document their attendance at the Orientation Program.  Access TMS through the Office of Employee Development website, http://training.usgs.gov.  If you have any questions regarding TMS, please call Sherry Smith, (703) 648-7453.  Please direct any questions on the Orientation for USGS Employees to Sandy Bruner, (703) 648-5764.
Have You Ever Become Lost in the National Center?:  Navigating the various floors of the National Center can be a challenge.  The following URL points to a webpage that explains some key features of the building layout and room-numbering conventions and may be a useful guide for finding your way.  Use the page down feature to scroll through the presentation.  Give it a try - you will learn something new about this building, we guarantee it!  http://internal.usgs.gov/ops/safetynet/jwpowell.ppt
Student Resume:  The Branch office has received a resume from an undergraduate at the University of Virginia, majoring in Biology, who is hoping to find an internship this summer.  Her interests range from molecular biology to ecology, she has had experience working in a biology lab, and made the Dean’s List.  Please see Barbara or Emerson if you’d like a copy of her resume.
New Publications from BRR/WR
Nimmo, J.R., 2004, Porosity and Pore Size Distribution, in Hillel, D., ed. Encyclopedia of Soils in the Environment: London, Elsevier, p. 295-303.

Other Newly Available Publications

Eberts, S.M., Erwin, M.L., and Hamiliton, P.A., 2005, Assessing the Vulnerability of Public-Supply Wells to Contamination from Urban, Agricultural, and Natural Sources, U.S. Geological Survey Scientific Fact Sheet 2005-3022
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
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