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Seminars

Monday, April 11, Dr. Zhiliang Zhu, “Monitoring Natural Hazards to Mitigate Disasters: The Science of Fire”, Room 2A-405, 12:00 p.m.
Tuesday, April 12, Chris Swezey, USGS, Eastern Energy Resources Team Reston, Virginia, “An Update on the USGS Oil and Gas Assessment of the Michigan Basin”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.
Thursday, April 14, Dr. Zhong Lu, “Monitoring Natural Hazards to Mitigate Disasters: Taking the Measure of Natural Hazards with InSAR”, Room 2A-405, 12:00 p.m.

Thursday, April 14, Dr. Richard Marston, Sun Chair Professor of Geology, Oklahoma State University, “The Geographic Advantage in Studies of Environmental Change”, Visitor’s Center, 2:30 p.m.

Upcoming Seminars
Monday, April 18, Dr. Thanos Papanicolaou, Associate Professor of the University of Iowa, IIHR-Hydroscience & Engineering, Associate Director of the NSF-IGERT Center, “Development of a Biogeochemical Fingerprinting Method for Sediment Source Identification Application in a Predominately Rural Catchment in Eastern Iowa”, Room 2A-405, 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday, April 20, Gerald Bawden, Research Geophysicist, “Recent developments in remote sensing measurements to describe earth surface changes related to hydrologic processes”, Visitor's Center Auditorium, 1:00 p.m., Contact Jody Eimers at x5071 for further information
Friday, April 22, Gerald Bawden, Research Geophysicist, “Exploiting ground based tripod LiDAR to advance USGS science through imaging land surface change, snow pack depths, and vegetation volume.”, Room 5A-217, 10:00 a.m., Contact Mike Blanpied at x6696 for further information
NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series

Thursday, April 21, Bob Eganhouse, NRP, BRR/ER, “The new Gas-o-Flame-o-graph (C. Neuzil's terminology, spelling unknown): What it does, how it does it, and how Eganhouse managed to bring it to Reston”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.

Notices
Job Opportunity in the Office of the Chief Scientist for Hydrology:  Applications for a position in the Office of the Chief Scientist for Hydrology, Reston, Virginia are being accepted from 3/14/05 until 11:59 p.m. EST 4/22/05.  The position is advertised concurrently on the USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) website http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ as position HQ-2005-0119, GS-1315-14/15 (Hydrologist) and as position HQ-2005-0122, GS-1301-14/15 (Physical Scientist).  Duties include:

· Participation in determining science program goals and customer goals as required by the Bureau and Water Resources Strategic Plans

· Participation in the development of water resources program proposals and making recommendations for program planning and funding in conjunction with Regional Hydrologists and Bureau Program Coordinators

· Identification of current and projected National Research Program (NRP) issues that determine program direction and composition of national research efforts.

· Recommendation of national research science priorities and NRP operational policies and evaluation of those recommendations with respect to long term NRP goals.

· Planning, management and evaluation of the Water Resources Discipline Research Grade Evaluation (RGE) process, including recommendation of new practices and approval of panel selections for peer reviews.

· Representation of the Chief Scientist for Hydrology at meetings and provision of advice to senior scientists on USGS scientific programs and ramifications.

· Service as liaison to the National Academy of Science for the post-doctoral and other programs.

NRP Working Capital Fund for Publications:  The NRP has a Working Capital Fund to cover printing for NRP documents that are for a general audience.  The fund is intended to pay for the costs of producing USGS Fact Sheets and Circular that the NRP managers request you to prepare for briefings and meetings.  This fund is not designed to be used for publication preparation nor for project printing costs such as journal page charges, book charges, or reprint costs.  For specific instructions and to see if your publication will be covered, please contact Ronnie Andreani (703-648-6873) with a cost estimate.
Amendment No. 5 to NASA Research Announcement "Research Opportunities in Space and Earth Sciences" (ROSES-2005): This has been posted on its homepage at http://inspires.nasaprs.com/ (select “Solicitations” then “Open Solicitations” then “NNH05ZDA001N”).  

The amendment makes the following changes and clarifications:

Solicitations Canceled

· This amendment cancels the solicitation for the Virtual Observatories for Solar and Space Physics Data program described in Appendix A.22.
· This amendment cancels the solicitation for the Astrophysics Data Analysis program described in Appendix C.2.
· This amendment cancels the solicitation for the Long Term Space Astrophysics program described in Appendix C.3.
Due Dates Postponed

· This amendment postpones the due dates for the NASA Energy and Water Cycle Study (NEWS) program described in Appendix A.11.  The due date for Notices of Intent to propose (NOIs) is changed from June 16, 2005, to August 18, 2005.  The due date for proposals is changed from August 16, 2005, to October 5, 2005.
· This amendment postpones the due dates for the Terrestrial Hydrology program described in Appendix A.12.  The due date for Notices of Intent to propose (NOIs) is changed from July 1, 2005, to September 16, 2005.  The due date for proposals is changed from September 1, 2005, to November 16, 2005.
Clarifications

· This amendment clarifies the national and agency strategic objectives that all proposals must support.  Proposers may use either the objectives given in Table 1 of the Summary of Solicitation for this NRA or the objectives given in the NASA planning document, The New Age of Exploration: NASA’s Direction for 2005 and Beyond (available at http://www.nasa.gov/about/budget/).
· This amendment clarifies the process for submitting a Step-1 proposal to the Land-Cover/Land-Use Change program described in Appendix A.2.  The text of the proposal is to be uploaded into NSPIRES as an attached PDF document, not entered into the Proposal Summary/Abstract text box.
· This amendment clarifies the Mars Data Analysis program described in Appendix B.5.  The Mars Express mission is included in the list of missions for which data analysis is supported under this solicitation.
· This amendment clarifies the Sagan Fellowship for Early Career Researchers described in Appendix B.21.  Tenure-track faculty are not eligible to apply.
· This amendment identifies additional program officers responsible for the Astronomy and Physics Research and Analysis program described in Appendix C.5.
Further information about individual program elements should be addressed to the Program Officers identified at the end of each Appendix in ROSES-2005.  Questions concerning the ROSES-2005 solicitation should be addressed to Dr. Paul Hertz, Science Mission Directorate, NASA Headquarters, Washington, DC 20546-0001; Telephone (202) 358-0986; E-mail paul.hertz@nasa.gov.

WRD Publication Guidance Websites:  The following links contain much useful information for successfully navigating the USGS Reports Approval process:

· Reports Tune-Up Class Power Point presentations at http://water.usgs.gov/usgs/orh/nrwww/pubs/RTUC.html 

· New Reports templates at http://water.usgs.gov/usgs/publishing/Writing/mswordtemplates.html 

· "Introduction to USGS Hydrologic Reports" an online course at http://water.usgs.gov/usgs/publishing/writingclass/
InDesign CS 3.0 Introduction and Intermediate Class:  A joint Introduction and Intermediate InDesign class will be held on May 10 - 11 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. in 2D-411.  There is a charge of $146.00.  There are eight slots available. Last day to sign up is Friday, April 15, 2005.  Please contact Sandy Bruner at x5764 or Leigh Healy at x6825.

New USGS Homepage: The Office of Communications and the Geographic Information Office have launched a new USGS homepage at www.usgs.gov.  The site highlights the following new features:

· Science in Your State

· Science Features
· Geographic Information Systems
· Fact of the Day
· Science Topics

· Partnerships

· Latest Publication
· Real-Time Information
· Frequently Asked Questions
· About USGS
· USGS Calendar
· Newsroom

The OC and the GIO would like to receive your feedback.  Please send comments to USGSWEB@usgs.gov.

Newly redesigned USGS Intranet Home Page:  This website also has a new design - http://internal.usgs.gov.  If you’ve not been to the Intranet Home Page in a while, bookmark it and check out some of the changes, which includes (1) a list of relevant links, (2) a weekly message from the Director, (3) a "Get to Know the USGS" section, which will be a periodic feature on USGS people, places, products, programs and (4) an “Employee News” section, covering the latest updates and achievements of our scientists.  In addition to these features, the Intranet Home Page also will soon include a bureau-wide presentations and talks calendar and an office locations map with site-specific information, including points of contact, directions, and facilities available.

Thrift Savings Plan Final Open Season:  The final Thrift Savings Plan (TSP) open season begins April 15, 2005 and ends June 30, 2005. During the open season, you may begin contributing to the TSP or change the amount of your TSP contributions.  During this open season, employees covered by FERS may elect to contribute to the TSP up to 15% of the basic pay they earn each pay period; employees covered by CSRS may elect to contribute up to 10% of the basic pay they earn each pay period.  To make or change your contribution election for this final open season, visit the Employee Express website at www.employeeexpress.gov.  Beginning July 1, 2005, you can make elections to start, stop, resume or change the percent/dollar amount to your TSP fund at any time through Employee Express.  These elections will be effective no later than the first pay period after they are filed.  Your contributions will still be subject to the annual limit set by the Internal Revenue Service of $14,000 for calendar year 2005.

New Publications from BRR/ER

Glynn, P.D., and Plummer, L.N., 2005, Geochemistry and the understanding of ground-water systems, Hydrogeology Journal, vol. 13, p. 263-287, doi:10.1007/s10040-004-0429-y Click Here for Article
Konikow, L.F., and Kendy, E., 2005, Groundwater depletion: A global probelm, Hydrogeology Journal, vol. 13, p. 317-320, doi:10.1007/s10040-004-0411-8 Click Here for Article
New Publications from BRR/WR

Bargar, J.R., Kubicki, J.D., Reitmeyer, R., and Davis, J.A., 2005, ATR-FTIR characterization of inner-sphere and outer-sphere carbonate surface complexes on hematite:  Geochimica et Cosmochimica Acta, v. 69, p. 1,527-1,542.

Payne, T.E., Davis, J.A., Lumpkin, G.R, Chisari, R., and Waite, T.D., 2004, Surface complexation model of uranyl sorption on Georgia kaolinite:  Applied Clay Science, v. 26, p.151-162.

White, A.F., Schulz, M.S., Lowenstern, J.B., Vivit, D.V., and Bullen, T.D., 2005, The ubiquitous nature of accessory calcite in granitoid rocks:  Implications for weathering, solute evolution, and petrogenesis:  Geochimica et Cosmochimica Acta, v. 69, p. 1,455-1,471.
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
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