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April 4 – April 8, 2005

Seminars

Monday, April 4, Mendenhall Postdoctoral Research Seminar, Matthew d’Alessio, USGS, Menlo Park, “Frictional Heterogeneity and Heat Flow: Testing the Strength of the San Andreas (BONUS FEATURE: Teaching Geology at San Quentin Prison)”, Room 4C-315, 12:00 p.m.
Friday, April 8, Professor Colin Ward, School of Biological, Earth and Environmental Sciences,
University of New South Wales, Sydney, NSW, Australia, “Applications of quantitative mineralogical analysis in evaluation of coal and rock materials”, Room 4C-315, 1:00 p.m.
Upcoming Seminars
Monday, April 11, Dr. Zhiliang Zhu, “Monitoring Natural Hazards to Mitigate Disasters: The Science of Fire”, Room 2A-405, 12:00 p.m.
Thursday, April 14, Dr. Zhong Lu, “Monitoring Natural Hazards to Mitigate Disasters: Taking the Measure of Natural Hazards with InSAR”, Room 2A-405, 12:00 p.m.

Thursday, April 14, Dr. Richard Marston, Sun Chair Professor of Geology, Oklahoma State University, “The Geographic Advantage in Studies of Environmental Change”, Visitor’s Center, 2:30 p.m.
Monday, April 18, Dr. Thanos Papanicolaou, Associate Professor of the University of Iowa, IIHR-Hydroscience & Engineering, Associate Director of the NSF-IGERT Center, “Development of a Biogeochemical Fingerprinting Method for Sediment Source Identification Application in a Predominately Rural Catchment in Eastern Iowa”, Room 2A-405, 11:00 a.m.
NRP Brown Bag Seminar Series

Thursday, April 7, Blair Jones, NRP, BRR/ER, “Normative Salt Indications of Subtle Solute Process: Examples from Great Salt Lake, Utah”, Room 5B-227, 12:00 p.m.

Notices
Acting Chief Scientist for Hydrology:  Matt Larsen will be out of the office from April 4 - 15.  Pierre Glynn will serve as Acting Chief Scientist in his absence.  

All Hands Meeting:  Please be reminded that Thursday, April 7 at 10:00 a.m. in BA-102 A,B,C a BRR/ER All Hands Meeting with Pierre Glynn, Branch Chief, will be held.

Congratulations to Melissa Schomody:  Our BRR/ER Administrative Officer, Melissa Schomody, was selected to receive a Going the Extra Mile Award (GEM) for the FY 2005 third quarter.  As our efficient and capable AO, Melissa cheerfully has kept us all on track, and we agree, she's a real gem!  Congratulations, Missy!
Job Opportunity in the Office of the Chief Scientist for Hydrology:  Applications for a position in the Office of the Chief Scientist for Hydrology, Reston, Virginia are being accepted from 3/14/05 until 11:59 p.m. EST 4/22/05.  The position is advertised concurrently on the USGS Online Automated Recruitment System (OARS) website http://www.usgs.gov/ohr/oars/ as position HQ-2005-0119, GS-1315-14/15 (Hydrologist) and as position HQ-2005-0122, GS-1301-14/15 (Physical Scientist).  Duties include:

· Participation in determining science program goals and customer goals as required by the Bureau and Water Resources Strategic Plans

· Participation in the development of water resources program proposals and making recommendations for program planning and funding in conjunction with Regional Hydrologists and Bureau Program Coordinators

· Identification of current and projected National Research Program (NRP) issues that determine program direction and composition of national research efforts.

· Recommendation of national research science priorities and NRP operational policies and evaluation of those recommendations with respect to long term NRP goals.

· Planning, management and evaluation of the Water Resources Discipline Research Grade Evaluation (RGE) process, including recommendation of new practices and approval of panel selections for peer reviews.

· Representation of the Chief Scientist for Hydrology at meetings and provision of advice to senior scientists on USGS scientific programs and ramifications.

· Service as liaison to the National Academy of Science for the post-doctoral and other programs.

NSF Request for Proposals, Biological Research Collections (BRC):  The Biological Research Collections Program provides support for biological collection enhancement, computerization of specimen-related data, research to develop better methods for specimen curation and collection management, and activities such as symposia and workshops to investigate support and management of biological collections. Biological collections supported include those housing natural history specimens and jointly curated collections such as frozen tissues and other physical samples, e.g. DNA libraries and digital images.  Such collections provide the materials necessary for research in a broad area of biological sciences.  Proposals submitted to the BRC Program typically are for projects that range from one to three years. The BRC program expects approximately $6 million annually contingent upon availability of funds. The maximum that may be requested in a proposal is $500,000.  The Full-Proposal Target Date is July 15, 2005 and the fourth Friday of July annually thereafter.  The Program Announcement can be found at http://www.nsf.gov/publications/pub_summ.jsp?ods_key=nsf05575.  Also, a current listing of awards and examples of the range and scope of projects can be found at http://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=5448&org=DBI.  For further information, contact: Mark Farmer, BRC Program Director, Directorate for Biological Sciences, Division of Biological Infrastructure, telephone: (703) 292-8470, fax: (703) 292-9063, email: dbibrc@nsf.gov.

NSF Request for Proposals, Opportunities for Promoting Understanding through Synthesis (OPUS):  Three clusters within the Division of Environmental Biology (the Ecological Biology, Ecosystem Science, and the Population and Evolutionary Processes clusters) encourage the submission of proposals aimed at synthesizing a body of related research projects conducted by a single individual or group of investigators over an extended period. OPUS proposals will often be appropriately submitted in mid-to-late career, but will also be appropriate early enough in a career to produce unique, integrated insight useful both to the scientific community and to the development of the investigator's future work. In cases where multiple scientists have worked collaboratively, an OPUS award will provide support for collaboration on a synthesis.  OPUS awards will facilitate critical synthesis, and do so in a way that will acknowledge the prestige of this important component of scientific scholarship.  The Clusters plan to make between 6-9 awards annually. Support available in FY 2006 is between $1.0 and $1.5 million depending on availability of funds and the quality of proposals received.  These funds may be expended over a total of two years.  The Full-Proposal Target Date is July 9, 2005 and January 9 and July 9 annually thereafter.  The Program Announcement can be found at http://www.nsf.gov/publications/pub_summ.jsp?ods_key=nsf05572.  For more information, contact Mark W. Courtney, Program Director, Directorate for Biological Sciences, Division of Environmental Biology, 635 N, telephone: (703) 292-8481, fax: (703) 292-9064, email: mcourtne@nsf.gov.

Alaska Natural Gas Pipeline Project Idea Solicitation:  USGS representatives have been asked to attend a meeting on April 12-13 to work with BLM and other bureaus to begin putting together the DOI business plan for the Alaska Natural Gas Pipeline.  Specifically, the USGS has been asked to anticipate the science needs and the resources required.  The USGS's role will be one of science support to the regulatory agencies.  Consequently, Leslie Holland-Bartels (BRD) and Suzanne Weedman (GD) are compiling a  presentation of some proposed USGS projects ideas that would be appropriate primarily in support of BLM but also perhaps FWS.  Leslie and Suzanne do not know yet the kind of information that will be needed at the DOI meeting.  However, their goal is to be prepared with brief descriptions of up to dozen projects ideas with tangible products tied to the pipeline project.  For the NRP, this effort may lead to some funding opportunities in the future.  Therefore, if you have any project ideas, please send a short paragraph description to Suzanne Weedman and/or Leslie Holland-Bartels by April 8th with a CC to Matt Larsen and Pierre Glynn.

EastFIRE: A conference to discuss wildland fire in eastern landscapes, will bring together researchers, technicians, software vendors, and all other interested parties to share information and advances in eastern wildland fire research.  EastFIRE Conference will be held from May 11 through May 13 at George Mason University in Fairfax, Virginia.  The conference website http://eastfire.gmu.edu/workshop/ provides more information and links to online registration.

Request for Award Nominations:  If you would like to make a nomination for either of the following awards, please contact Harry Jenter (x5916) no later than Monday, April 11, 2005.

1. The Conservation Service Award is a DOI honor award that recognizes outstanding performance and direct service to the effectiveness of the Department’s mission in conjunction with one or more bureaus by a private citizen or a group or organization of private citizens.  Examples of the types of efforts deserving recognition include serving on a committee or other group for the resolution of departmental concerns, providing unpaid consultation service, and rendering noteworthy aid directly to the Department. 

2. The John Wesley Powell Award is a USGS honor award that recognizes a non-Federal individual or group, not employed by the USGS, whose actions result in significant gains or improvements in USGS programs, or exceed normal expectations in advancing the USGS's mission.  Specific examples of the types of public service for which the award may be given include:

· Special studies or research that contribute to the accomplishment of the USGS's mission.

· Efforts of professors, scientists, or journalists in successfully bringing the public an understanding of the USGS's total mission or of one specific program.

· Work of conservation groups to ensure optimum utilization of our natural resources.

· Exceptional service from a contractor in the design and manufacture of special equipment.

· Acceleration of the mapping program in a State cooperative program.

· Outstanding performance of pilots, aerial photographers, etc., under adverse conditions.

· Design or promotion of safety measures or equipment for lessening or controlling risks in hazardous undertakings, thereby reducing danger to people, wildlife, and property.

· Courageous acts that involve USGS facilities or personnel.

· Exceptional contributions to the recruitment or retention of highly competent personnel in the USGS.

Partial Support for Student Travel:  Available through AGU for the following international meetings:

1) International Association of Seismology and Physics of the Earth's Interior (IASPEI) General Assembly to be held in Santiago, Chile, 2-8 October 2005. The abstract and application deadline is 16 May 2005.

2) International Association of Geomagnetism and Aeronomy (IAGA) Scientific Assembly to be held in Toulouse, France, 18-29 July 2005. Although the official abstract deadline is 27 March, abstracts can still be submitted directly to the session convenors until 10 April 2005.  AGU is extending the application deadline by one week, until 10 April 2005.

3) International Association of Geodesy (IAG), International Association for Physical Sciences of the Oceans (IAPSO), and the International Association for Biological Oceanography (IABO) Joint Assembly (Dynamic Planet 2005) will be held in Cairns, Australia, 22-26 August 2005.  The abstract and application deadline is 29 April 2005

For complete information and application instructions go to: http://www.agu.org/meetings/STG/iahsi_stg.html or contact:  Catherine O'Riordan, Outreach and Research Support, AGU, coriordan@agu.org
Two USGS Papers Appear on "Most Requested" List:  The Journal of Contaminant Hydrology publishes a list of their "most requested papers" for each fiscal year.  The most recent list, that for FY04, contains two USGS papers:

9) Hedeff I. Essaid, Isabelle M. Cozzarelli, Robert P. Eganhouse, William N. Herkelrath, Barbara A. Bekins and Geoffrey N. Delin


Inverse modeling of BTEX dissolution and biodegradation at the Bemidji, MN crude-oil spill site

Journal of Contaminant Hydrology, 67 (2003) 269-299 

12) Michelle M. Lorah and Mary A. Voytek


Degradation of 1,1,2,2-tetrachloroethane and accumulation of vinyl chloride in wetland sediment microcosms and in situ porewater: biogeochemical controls and associations with microbial communities

Journal of Contaminant Hydrology, 70 (2004) 117-145 

The full list can be found at http://www1.elsevier.com/homepage/sad/downloads/01697722.html.  Congratulations to the authors!

Student Resumes:  The Branch has received resumes from the following students looking for summer employment with USGS:

· A freshman at Carnegie Mellon, majoring in International Relations and Political Science, looking for administrative/office work, who graduated fifth in her class from Park View High School in 2004.
· A freshman at William and Mary, who is a Monroe Scholar with a 4.0 GPA, and who was Salutatorian at Potomac Falls High School.  She is looking for an entry level administrative or student position at USGS.  She has an undeclared major, and has completed Geology coursework.
· A freshman at Southwest Missouri State University, majoring in Communication Sciences & Disorders, who graduated from Park View High School with a 4.0 GPA in 2004.
· A student currently enrolled at the University of Maryland, who is majoring in environmental sciences.  He has maintained a 3.5 GPA or better since his freshman year and made the Dean’s List Honors in fall 2003.
· An undergraduate student at the University of Maryland, who will graduate in 2006 with a Masters in Public Policy – Environmental Policy Specialization.  He worked as a Research Assistant at the Smithsonian Institution International Center in Washington D.C., where he researched policy papers and conference proceedings on access and benefit sharing (ABS) transitions for genetic resources associated with the Convention on Biological Diversity. He also is proficient in speaking and reading Spanish.
· A freshman currently enrolled at James Madison University whose is major is Biology.  She graduated from McLean High School in June 2004 as an AP Scholar.
· A student currently at Coastal Carolina University, who is majoring in marine science with a minor in biology.  She has completed several upper level courses including marine geology, marine chemistry, and marine biology.
· A sophomore currently enrolled at George Mason University, majoring in Global Affairs with a minor in Japanese Language.  She graduated from Langley High School with 16 credits of college level courses.
New Publication File:  We have created a new BRR/ER and a District "Recent Publications File", which will be available to all staff at MS 432 in the common use cubicle next to Marge Shapira, beginning with 2005 publications.  Please continue to send any new publications (2 copies) to Barbara Cardellichio in the Branch Office.  These publications will in turn, be routed to Pierre Glynn, Harry Jenter and Matt Larsen's office and will also be published in the weekly Branch Newsletter and the biannual Branch Bibliography.
In Memoriam:  Nancy Knicely passed away on March 20, 2005.  Contributions can be made to the American Cancer Society and cards can be sent to Betty Hudner at 1221 Carpers Farm Way, Vienna, VA 22180.  For those of you who didn't know Nancy, she worked in our Administrative Office in the early 1990s.

New Publications from BRR/ER

Gaiser, E. E., J. Trexler, J. Richards, D. Childers, D. Lee, A. L. Edwards, L. Scinto, K. Jayachandran, G. Noe and R. Jones,  2005, Cascading ecological effects of low-level phosphorus enrichment in the Florida Everglades,  Journal of Environmental Quality 34: 717-723. <http://serc.fiu.edu/periphyton/Documents/Gaiseretal2005JEQ.pdf>
Editor’s Note:  Publication deadline is every Monday at 10:00 a.m.  Please send appropriate submissions to bcardell@usgs.gov AND paniagua@usgs.gov
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