For FY15 start 5-page (short) proposals. Revised 10/30/2013
National Park Service/USGS Water Quality Partnership
5-page (short) Proposal Template and Format Suggested for USGS Regional Review

[bookmark: _GoBack]The evaluation process begins with short proposals due to the appropriate (Eastern, Central or Western) Water Science Field Team Water Quality Specialist by January 31, 2014. See http://water.usgs.gov/nps_partnership/admin.php for call for proposal details and ranking criteria. This document provides a template and suggested format for those proposals. Any tables and figures are included in the 5-page limit. Detailed budget information is not required at this stage, although each project category has a funding limit. Proposals should be sent electronically in Adobe PDF  format. 

To use this template, delete all text to this point and begin the proposal here: 
National Park Service/USGS Water Quality Partnership
Project Title

Project Category (choose one): Intensive, Synoptic, Fixed monitoring, Technical Assistance	
Funding Range (choose one, matching the Category): $100K*3yr, $50K*3yr, $50K once
Park Unit/Network: Complete name (acronym)
USGS Contact: Name, Location, Phone, Email
NPS Contact: Name, Location, Phone, Email

Introduction and Problem Statement
	Information in this section should be sufficient to rank the proposal on criteria 1 and 2, Significance and Severity. 
	Describe the situation and setting as quantitatively as possible. Where is the work to be done? What resources, values, ecological context, human activities or other factors are relevant? 
	Describe what is not okay about the situation. Why does this project need to be done? What are the immediate and long-term consequences of not doing this project, relative to the natural resource priorities of the park? What is known about the situation from previous work? 

Proposed Activity
	Describe the scientific work you propose to do. Information in this section should be sufficient to rank the proposal on criterion 4, Scientific Merit. 
	Objective: State the scientific question or technical assistance task. 
	Approach: Describe how you plan to reach the objective, in enough detail for a reviewer to be confident that success is likely. Identify any potential pitfalls. Describe where and when the work will occur in the Park and when the project will be completed. If resources beyond direct partnership funds will contribute to the work, describe them. 

Expected Outcome
	Information in this section should be sufficient to rank the proposal on criterion 3, Problem Resolution. 
	Describe how the work will help Park managers improve the situation. What action or decision can they take on the basis of the proposed work? 
	Describe how the science results will be communicated to NPS staff and managers, scientific audiences, and the public. Identify planned reports or other products. 
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