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Mark A. Nilles" manilles@usgs.gov
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July 29, 2009
Subject: 
USGS/NPS Water Quality Partnership - 2010 project selections and 2011 

proposal planning

The U.S. Geological Survey/National Park Service (USGS/NPS) Water Quality Partnership Program will continue in FY2010 (pending appropriation of federal program funds).

This email provides:
1) Notification of FY2010 new project selection, rankings, and expected funding, and

2) Important information on proposal planning for 2011

1) The ranking and selections for FY10 funding for new projects (FY10 starts) is attached in the three-tabbed spreadsheet USGS-NPS-QW-2010final.xls. New projects selected for 2010 funding are in the first tab labeled FY2010Sel. FY10 proposed projects not selected for funding are in the 2nd tab labeled FY2010Not. The third tab labeled FY2010Cont indicates ongoing projects selected in previous years. 

- Per current estimates of FY10 program funding and project turnover, the top 10  ranked proposals submitted to the national panel will be funded. It was the unanimous opinion of the USGS and NPS five-person panel that the quality line cut-off for FY2010 proposals included a significant number of highly-rated proposals that could not be accommodated by limited program funding. For operational planning purposes, the attached funding levels in the spreadsheet should be assumed. WSC's will be immediately notified if any changes to this matrix are required to be made prior to the FY10 initial Federal Program allocations. 

2) Guidelines for FY2011 call for proposals

- The Office of Water Quality, USGS Regional Offices and the National Park Service are developing a significantly revised process for selecting and ranking projects at the regional level (that are then forwarded to the national evaluation panel) for 2011 funding cycle. The goal is to adopt a simplified and consistent process, with better communication regarding dates, deadlines and proposal requirements for the  regional selection process. Information on this revised process will be released well in advance of 2011 proposal deadlines.

- As in past years, it is strongly recommended that collaboration with NPS on any potential new projects (for the FY11 selection cycle) begin as soon as possible. It is not necessary or advisable to wait for the annual release of this memo or the release of the NPS Service-Wide Comprehensive Call for Proposals to begin work and collaboration on new project proposals (Regional Water-Quality Specialists may be able to offer additional assistance).  

- Water Science Center Directors are the primary liaisons to the Parks regarding projects in the NPS/USGS Partnership Program and are encouraged to forward this memo throughout their Science Centers as appropriate.

- Additional information can be found on our program website at: 

http://water.usgs.gov/nps_partnership
The new 2010 projects and reviewer comments on 2010 proposals will be added within the next few weeks.

- Where appropriate, NRP scientists as well as scientists from other disciplines are encouraged to work collaboratively with Water Science Center scientists on projects funded by this program.

- A letter signed by the Water Science Center Director and Park Superintendent must accompany all proposals.  The letter serves as an official endorsement of the proposed work assuring it is appropriate for the WSC and will contribute to a new or enhanced understanding of Park water-quality management issues.

- Multi-year projects will be subject to annual review and approval. Continuing projects must prepare and submit a brief progress report to the USGS and NPS coordinators Mark Nilles (manilles@usgs.gov) and Barry Long (Barry_Long@nps.gov)  before funds are allocated each year.

- Questions concerning the NPS/USGS Partnership should be directed to Mark Nilles (303-236-1878, manilles@usgs.gov).
