Regional-Synthesis Report Priorities

The following factors will be considered for prioritization of regional-synthesis reports.  Please focus your proposals on ideas and concepts that clearly meet these factors.  The draft regional reports plan will need to include a page addressing each of these factors for each proposed report.

1.  Why is this topic important to report on?   

a)
How does the topic fit into the themes and objectives defined in the Cycle II plan (Study-Unit Design Guidelines for Cycle II of the National Water Quality Assessment)?

b)
Does the topic fit any recommendations in the National Research Council report (Opportunities to Improve the U.S. Geological Survey National Water Quality Assessment Program)?

c)
Would a regional report on this topic compliment or add important perspective to other regional national analysis done by National Synthesis teams (support from National Synthesis Chiefs to this effect might be helpful)?

d)
Is there a critical information need documented by regional/national water managers/regulators or State agencies (provide citation)?

e)
Doe this analysis have a high probability of providing significant new information and insights that will be a substantial new contribution to the science and useful to others?

2.  Why does this topic need to be addressed now? 

a)
Will the results from the proposed analysis/reports be useful to an upcoming decision or issue under debate?  

b)
Do we have the data sets now to address this issue effectively in the timeframe that is available?  Will waiting until other studies are completed significantly improve the analysis?  Will waiting reduce the impact of the analysis?  

c)
Will the analysis and report be completed in time to address the critical needs defined under factor 1 above? 

d)
Are scientists with appropriate expertise available to do the data analysis and reporting in the timeframe available (FY04 – FY05)?

3.  Why is it appropriate for this topic to be addressed by USGS? NAWQA? this regional Team?  

a)
Is this a water-quality question/issue of high regional or national importance?

b)
Do we have the necessary technical expertise to address this issue/question 

c)
Has this question been addressed by others?  

4.  Who Cares?

a)
Who are the agencies/individuals that will use this information?

