01/27/04 MRB4A conference call minutes
Participating: Clark, Davis, Flynn, Gurtz, Sprague, Zelt

Most of the discussion covered future action items (see below).  Additional points discussed:

· Jerri spoke with Charlie Patton at NWQL re: dissolved vs. total NOX.  Charlie said they were statistically similar and gave the OK on combining this data.  He has a journal article coming out on this topic.

· Ron checked Ann Hoos' proposal for estimate on recalibrating national SPARROW data set within a single ecoregion: ~$110,000

· Lori is currently working with Kip Bossong on processing the point source data set.  There are many data issues, but hopefully they can be resolved to produce a useable ancillary data set.

ACTION ITEMS

(1) Temporal trend sites

For the states you are responsible for, identify sites that meet our criteria beginning in 1985, 1987, and 1993 (to cover several potential PORs).

· We checked 1985 at our meeting, and most of that information has been compiled into our master list.  

· Lori has checked all states’ 1993 sites available in our Arc database.  Check this list and add others that she may have missed.

· Some 1987 sites will come out as we check 1985 and/or 1993 sites; add those to the list if they are not already there.  Lori will also ask Jenny to run a query in Arc for 1987 sites, and she will check all of those (most will have already been checked through the 1985 or 1993 query).  After checking, she will include those sites in the master list for everyone’s review.

· If you haven't already (or aren't the QW specialist yourself!), check with district QW specialists about the sites included (or not included) on our list.

· We will attempt to finalize this list by the next conference call on February 28 at 9 am MST.

· If you get a chance, take a look at the presentation of trend results covering different PORs in the National Water Summary.  We can discuss whether we would be willing to take this approach in the next call (consider clarity of presentation as well as the amount of additional work involved).

(2) Spatial sediment sites

· For the states you are responsible for, check Dave's list for missing sites.  (I believe this step is nearly completed.)

· Dave will speak to Greg Schwarz about the site coverage in the sediment SPARROW model and will determine if we can use some of the same criteria to expand our own coverage.  (Dave, at the same time, you could follow up on previous action item of determining possibility of ancillary/load data exchange between Greg and our group).

· We will attempt to finalize this list by the next conference call as well.

(3) Ancillary data

· Jenny and Dave should provide summaries on available nutrient and sediment ancillary data by the next conference call.

(4) Next steps

· After finalizing the site list in February, we will begin compiling data sets in March.  In the absence of national guidance on POR, most likely we will begin with the 1987 sites - most should work for a begin date of 1987 or 1993.  Lori will give everyone a standardized format for the data files before we being compiling.

· Newly compiled data sets will then be screened for seasonal and flow coverage.  Those that do not fit our criteria will be excluded.  There will be some ambiguity here as well if we do not get additional national guidance (i.e. Tobit vs. seasonal Kendall...) beforehand.

· The goal is to have the data sets ready to go when we begin data analysis after the national meeting in May. Note that based on the decisions made at this meeting, we will likely still have additional work to do on the data sets – hopefully we can be as prepared as possible beforehand.

