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April 21, 2006

Data Synthesis will continue to aggregate NWIS and network data from study units generally weekly.  Study Units can review potential NWIS and network data errors on the NAWQA internal website [http://infotrek.er.usgs.gov/nawqa_www] at any time of the year when it is convenient for them and see the results of their corrections after the next refresh of the data warehouse. Study Units can review potential Bio-TDB data errors by running the Data -> Data Review module within Bio-TDB. See the Bio-TDB work plan guidance for more detail. 

NWIS and network Data Review

NWIS and network data are reviewed by using the data check summaries available at the NAWQA data warehouse. We are asking study units to especially focus their NWIS and network data correction efforts in two time periods so that data users know that when they retrieve after these deadlines, they will have the best chance at highest quality data. We will run and save error check summaries on those dates to assure that everyone is on track to keep the possible errors at the lowest possible level.  The first deadline for corrections is after most of the water year's data has come back from the lab, December 15.  The second correction focus period will be when the annual data report review cycle is complete April 1.  Please direct any questions to Sandy Williamson [akwill@usgs.gov] 253-428-3600x2683 or Ken Skach [kaskach@usgs.gov] 503-251-3285.

Network Descriptions into NWIS
A minor effort will be required by most Study Units after NWIS 4_6 is released (expected August, 2006).  Most Study Units had network descriptions which were too long to fit in NWIS 4_5.  These network descriptions must be loaded into the ProjectNetworks module of NWIS 4_6.  This should be done within 6 weeks after the WSC installs NWIS 4_6, so Study Units might do this in late FY06, or early FY07.  Direct questions to Ken Skach [kaskach@usgs.gov] 503-251-3285.

Opportunities for Data-Warehouse training

The data-warehouse team offers Data-Warehouse training workshops two times a year using the webinar format (typically during the last week of May and the last week of September) and onsite training whenever a class of >=5-10 users can be arranged.   (The tentative dates for the next onsite training: Oct-Nov 2006 timeframe for a 2-day workshop in Albany hosted by the NY WSC).

The webinar workshop is useful for users wanting to get a basic overview of the Data-Warehouse Model and Discoverer functionality or previously trained folks that need a refresher tune-up/update; the webinar workshop is held for 2 hours on 3 consecutive days.   The onsite training is highly recommended for users needing a working knowledge and understanding of Data-Warehouse/Discoverer retrieval capabilities; the onsite workshop is 2 full days of training.

DWH-training information is available at the Data Warehouse/Data Synthesis web page:  

http://infotrek.er.usgs.gov/nawqa_www 

    Follow links on left navigation bar:

        Training / Training Classes
Bio-TDB Data Review --(as referenced from the  FY07 Work Plan Guidance from Ecological National Synthesis Team, April 12, 2006)

1. ACTION: Review all Cycle II Bio-TDB Data (all samples collected after 1/1/2002)

Doing this requires the completion of two data-review steps for each sample:

1. Confirmation that data in Bio-TDB matches the field-sheet data.

2. Resolving all of the problems identified by the data checking QA/QC subsystem

The first step (confirmation) is accomplished by verifying that the data in Bio-TDB matches the data on field sheets and setting the Field Sheet Review flag to the appropriate value.

The second step (resolving data check problems) is accomplished by examining the possible problems identified by the data checking QA/QC subsystem and either fixing the underlying data or setting a flag to indicate that the data are “OK” or “Unfixable”

TIP: The level of effort required to complete these steps can be estimated by retrieving the Data Check Summary data export (menu item Data -> Data Retrieval -> SU Data Exports -> Data Check Summary). The samples that require field sheet verification are indicated by the “S” code in the DQISU column. The number of unresolved data checking problems for a sample is displayed in the NumUnresolved column.

2. ACTION: By February 1, 2007 Enter and review all samples collected during CY 2006

All of the invert, algae, fish, and habitat samples collected during the 2006 sampling season should be entered and reviewed by February 1, 2007. Entering data into Bio-TDB promptly when returning from the field will make it easier to resolve problems before they impact laboratory analyses and data users. Data review requires the completion of two data-review steps for each sample (see item 1 above).

1. Confirmation that data in Bio-TDB matches the field-sheet data.

2. Resolving all of the problems identified by the data checking QA/QC subsystem

Particular care should be taken to make sure that all area and volume data for invertebrate and algae samples is complete and correct before sending samples to the laboratories. All BioTDB data checks that focus on ASR data must be cleared first.

TIP: The data review steps can be completed during the data entry process. The first step by taking the time to double-check the entries, the second by running the data checks immediately after saving all of the data for the sample (see the button on the data entry screens).

3. REMINDER: Use the BioTDB Data Checking system that was introduced in FY2006.

A data-check system has been implemented to help ensure the accuracy and completeness of BioTDB data. Data checks are designed to validate data according to rules for internal consistency and logic, and identify data that do not meet these rules. The data-check system allows users to review data records that are not validated to correct the data or to flag the data records as “OK” or “Unfixable.” Each data check has a code, a descriptive name, is classified with a type, is either an error or a warning, and is given a priority level.
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