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Sampling

Because sediment coring requires specialized equipment and expertise, and to assure that comparable approaches are taken across the country, all RTNS sampling is conducted by the RTNS team. Sampling and analytical costs are covered by RTNS and no NAWQA funding is specifically earmarked for SU support of RTNS.  Current plans are to sample six lakes in FY06 (table 1).    

Table 1.  Lakes proposed for sampling by RTNS in FY2006.

	Lake Name
	Study Unit
	Lake Setting
	SU Start

	tbd
	EIWA
	Agriculture
	2004

	Lake Anne
	POTO
	Suburban
	2001

	tbd
	OZRK
	Reference
	2004

	Lake Harriet
	UMIS
	Urban
	2004

	Palmer Lake
	UMIS
	Suburban
	2004

	Lake Pepin
	UMIS
	Integrator
	2004

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Although no additional NAWQA funds are available specifically for RTNS support, we strongly encourage SU participation in site selection and sampling and will share all data and interpretations with the SU.  In most of our studies during cycle 1, SU personnel (usually a surface-water specialist or biologist with an interest in sediment chemistry) collaborated with us on site selection and accompanied us during sampling (usually 1 day per lake). In some cases they took the lead on local-scale publications of the coring results (e.g. a WRIR, fact sheet, or section in the summary report). While opportunities for coring reports at the SU scale will be very limited in cycle 2, use of the coring data in connection with other SU publications (e.g. urban gradient, mercury topic reports, etc.) should be considered. 
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